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personal vote to hiinself. My bon. friend
says because Mr. Borden lias consented to
accept an allowance voted to hinm by statute
tlhat lie is becoming a beueficiary to the gov-
ernment of the day, and that Sir Wm. Mere-
dith would flot put himself ia such a posi-
tion, but if MNr. Borden is in that position,
so also is Sir Wm. Meredith, to-day, lie-
cause lie recelves bis salary as a judge
from the governiment precisely as Mr. Bor-
den does. Mr. Bordea is no more dependent
on the government of the day, and no more
a beneficiary of the goverrument than the
judges are. My hon. friend says that it
xvas an Innovation. That stateuienit is flot
exactly correct. Nfany years ago this par-
lia ment ia its wisdom grauted an iacreased
allowance to the first minister, differeat
frorn the allowaace to aay other cabinet
minister. The first minister here as in Eng-
land holds bis position under certain con-
,%entions of the constitution and lu Canada
a sum of money is voted by statute as a
salary to the prime minister la addition to
wbat lie receives as bead of a department,
precisely the samne priaciple therefore bas
been adopted in giving a salary to the leader
of thec oppasition that bas prcvailed la giv-
ing an extra allowance to the leader of the
goveramient. 1 eau sec no difference between
thle two cases. Before I leave that point
I may say that for a long period of years
L'oth goverameats bave v-oted an amount
of woney for clerical assistance for the
leader of the opposition. That Is recogniz-
ing bim ln the samne way. It is exactly the

samne principle althougli lu a different degree,
but were we to agree that it is an innovation,
does that settle It? To my mind it does not
by aay means. If the world had refused to
adopt any good principle because it was an
innovation, w-e would stili be Druidical
wvorshippers and w'e would be gov-erned in
this country without a parliament, and

The good old way, the simple plan,
That he shall take who bas the power,

And lie shall hold who Oaa.
w-ould prevail la the relations of man to
Mnan.

It is by means 0f innovations that we
have attaiaed our preseat system of con-
stitutional goverament; by innovations we
have reaclîed the biglb ideals of Christian-
ity whidli prevails anongst us; by Ianova-
tions '.ve have reacbced the bigb plane of
civihization w-bicb characterizes the fore-
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most nations of the woi-ld. We are net
geing to diseard aily geod principle because

it is an innovation, and I malatain that tie

voting 0f a salary to the leader of the op-
p~osition is a good principle and that
it sbould lie supported and sustained
by the people of tbe country, as I believe it

w-ill lie so supported snd sustnined when it
cornes to lie thorougbly understood. I bad
the pleasure of meeting the representatives
of the party t0 wblcli I belong, some four
bundred of tbern, ia conference la January
last, la Prince Edwaîd Island, and this
question was brougbt up. I amn able to, tell
you, and my statement -will lie supported by
one of my colleagues lu this House '«ho
ý%-%as preseat at tbe meeting, that if only
took about twenty minutes to dispose o!this
n.ýatter. The gentleman '«ho brouglit up
fthc question la an advance way hef t the
meeting '«ithout recordiug bis vote aud tbe
resolution on fthe subject, approvîng the ac-
tion '«hicl w-as takea, '«as adopted '«ifl en-
thusiasm. And I believe such '«ill le the
verdict of the country at large when tliey
corne to understand It.

W'itb regard to tbe increase of pay of fhe
niembers of parliameat, and in regard to
ai measures of a hike nature whîi xvere
brougbit dow-a last year, I bave no hesitattn
lu saying that I bold the goveraiment very
biaineable. There Is something to recom-
mend ltself in every one of tbese proposi-
tions, but I say '«ithout fear of being suc-
cessfully coatroverted, that these mensures
sliould not hiave been brougbit down 50 late
and brougbt do'«n in n buncli as if it '«as
a system of log rolling tliat '«ns being la-
agurated. These measures slould bave becu
gone over delîberately, carefully and in de-
tail early in the session, so that flie press,
and members of parliament would liave
ample time to coasider their provisions, and
if that '«ere donc there '«ould lie less dis-
satisfaction la the country tban tbeîe is f0-

day. The governiment is responsible for
thaf dissatisfaction by bavlng brougbt down

so niany Important measures nt s0 late n

perlod. For years '«e bave pleaded for In-
ci cases la tbe salaies of the judges la many
parts of this country. I kaom, fliat there
w-as a crying demaad for an lacrease, and I
have ne besitation la saying also that fthe
inembers of parliailent sbould lie adequate-
lyîIN' Altilotugh 1 w-onhd not have oh-


