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to settle this question would be to let the
thing alone f
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Over again in this chamber, from the seat
E’i;:pl“?d by my hon. friend to my right
ment \‘?rtguson) declare that the late govern-
in it s recreant in its duty, and cowardly
b actions: why? hecause they did not
disallow the Act in the first place.
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[ testants of Lower Canada or the French
(half-breeds of the North-west is a ma- ter of
i perfect indifference to me—it is simply a
[ question of the constitution and the main-
| tenance of peace and harmony throughout
i the country. I observe that the commission,
"of which my hon. friend opposite was to have
been the head, has not yet been appointed
to accomplish a settlement of the question.
 We know how successful he has been in the
‘province of Ontario. We know the agita-
. tions which have taken place and the stand
{ which he has taken upon the question of
I separate schools and the education of the
i people of Ontario. My hon. friend will give
.me the credit of having, since I first entered
parliament, been outspoken in the declara-
_tion of my views, whether they differ from
those of my leader or not. I never approved
i cf the policy pursued by some of the Conser-
vative party in Ontario upon this question,
.nor was Sir William Mereaith, now Chief
'Justice, a party to that movement. I
dov not approve of it to-day. Thereis, to my
mind, but one safe course tv pursue by any
,man who attempts to govern, or assists in
governing this country, and that is to take
-the constitution as it stands and adhere tc
itas rigidly as possible, maintaining therights
of all classes of the people, and more parti-
cularly all minorities. 1T ask, are you going
to accomplish this great feat of settling the
 vexed question of the Manitoba schools by an

{interview with the Attorney Gieneral of Man-
. itoba, and by means of that kindly and placid
'manner in which my hon. friend can deal
with all questionsof this kind? Let me refer
my hon. friend to the speeches of Mr. Sifton,
the Attorney General of Manitoba, when he
went to enlighten the people of Haldimand
on this question. Let us take the utterances
of their organs in the North-west Territories,
- where they make the most solemn declara-
tions that no interference can take place
- with the school law. Let us take the utter
ances of some of the hon. gentleman’s col-
leagues—of Mr. Geoffrion, of Mr, Tarte and
others, who have declared that no settlement
| can possibly take place which would be ac-
. cepted by the minority, unless it places the
I schools exclusively under the control of their
| church. Those gentlemen have gone so far
as to declare that the issuing of certificates,
and government inspection, would be an in-
fringement of their rights. Are they pre-
pared to adhere to that, or are they going
to gulp down all their declarations in the



