24 Debate on
refusal of the Government to protect our
industries and place them on an equal foot-
ing with the industries of the United States,
has resulted in the ruin of many branches.
Many of the manufacteries in Montreal have
been closed, and those that are not closed

are only struggling on keeping their
workmen employed in  hopes  of
better times, 1t 18 eaia 1t s

not the interest of the manufacturers alone,
but the general interests of all classes of the
community, that should be taken into con-
mderation first. I would ask this honorable
House 1f the twenty millions of dollars that
have been lost by our msnufaciurers in con-
sequence of the drawbacks given to Ameri-
can manufacturers by the United States
Government, has benefitted our consumers ?
Has it benefitted the agriculturists and con-
sumers of this country? Certainly not; be-
cause 1t has been remarked that undue com-
petition has not had the eflect of lowering
thte prices of the products the manufaciures
of which have been destroyed in this coun-
try. Since our sugar reficery has been
closed we have to pay a higher price for
sugar than we had before. Ii 18 the same
tor tea. It this has been loss to our
msnufacturers and trade, and has not been
a benefit to our consumers, 1t foliows that
1t must have been gamn to the manufactur.
ers of the United States, and a total loss for
our country, 1thimk 1t willbe admitted
that the richest countries are those that
have the greatest variety of productions and
who do not have to depend upon other
nations for the wants of the community,
The richest country would be the one,
though not excelling in any one branch,
would have all branches developed to a
sufficient extent to render that country n-
dependent ot apy other country,and to
allow 1t to export more thanit imported.
There is a great example betore the world
in that of the French nation, which, though
pot excelling in quantity in any particular
branch of industry, has been least eflected
by the general crisis of the world. After

paying an ecnormous war indemnity,
capital 18 more abundant n
France to.day than in any other

country in the world, and this, I thiuk, 1s
due to the fact that all resources of that
country have been developed to a sufflcient
extent to allow 1t to export almost all kinds
of products. [tis hard that the Govern-
ment bave not even a single word of conso-
lation or encouragement for our manufac-
turers. After baving killed them the least
he could do would have ‘been to tell them
by weay of cou.o ution, that he would bury
them decently. Une honorable gentleman.
Lias gone so far as to say that because the
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Government have not said anything about °
the depression, 1t is & proot that the depres-

sion exists no more. It reminds one of the

French dramatist who represents one of his

heroes whose family were starving. Hé*
would gd out and provide for his own

wants and said: “When my etomach

18 full, [ hold that nobody 1s hungry n

my house.” I have some questions to

put to the honorable Minister of Agriculture,

but I do not see him in his place. I

would ask the honorable Sescretary of State

if his colleague will be present to-

Morrow.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—~The honorable gentle-
man 1s temporarily absent from tue Cham
ber.

Hon, Mr. TRUDEL—In his absence [ will
not go further, but postpone what has re-
ference to him. I would now refer to the
Pacific Railway policy. The honorable
Secretary of State will remember last year
this side of the House was considered as not
acting fairly by the Government because it
voted censure on their Pacific Railway
policy ; but a few weeks atter the Govern~
ment told this House that they themselves
had condemned their own Pacitic Rallway
policy. This season the people of Quebec
expected that at least the section of the
rallway adjoining their Province would be
located, but the Government have found
that the best policy for them
on this subject 1s to have no policy at
all. | regret that no measure has been
apnounced by the Government respecting
the repeal of the Insolvent Act. Almost
the entire commercial community is of
opinion that if the law 1s not repealed, at
least there should be some serious modifi-
cation made in it, We have the old ma-
chinery throughout the Dominion for liquid-
ating debts of msolvent states by means of
the sherifts, who are receiving salaries from
the Crown. This work has been taken trom
them and putinto the hands of the assig-
nees, who have to be paid by the creditors.
Honorable gentlemen, no doubt, have oc-
casion to acquire by experience the know-
ledge that in the majonty of cases the
assignees take the greater part of the e:-
tate to pay their expenses. From the ex-
perience of our province the best way
would be to leave the liquidation of
msolvent estates 1n the hands of the
Sherifts, and if they find that 1t will cause
too much delay in the sale of movable
property, it will Le easy to remedy such
defecta.

Hon. M. McLELAN moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate until to-morrow.— Car-
ried,

The House adjourned at 6 p.m.



