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FORESTRY

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the parliamentary secretary for northern affairs.

Today, budget day, we are expecting to see cuts for every
Canadian. I would like to suggest that the government is
overlooking a source of revenue because of its inability to act on
stumpage fees in the Yukon. It would be environmentally
sustainable and would in fact generate revenue.

Right now stumpage fees are 20 cents as compared to $60 in
northern B.C. That is one-third of 1 per cent of what the
northern B.C. stumpage fees are. The federal government could
raise $19 million a year on stumpage fees. Why is the govern-
ment not acting now?

Mr. Jack Iyerak Anawak (Parliamentary Secretary to
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development,
Lib.):

[Editor’s Note: Member spoke in Inuktitut.)
[English]

Mr. Speaker, the minister is personally interested in this. The
department has put aside some time to study this area. As the
hon. member mentioned, stumpage fees in the Yukon are only 20
cents per cubic metre and $30 per cubic metre elsewhere. Indian
affairs is now looking at the whole issue in order to ensure that
the Yukon people benefit from the stumpage fees as well as to
make sure environmental measures are put in place so that the
Yukon forest is not decimated.
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[Translation)

FISHERY RESOURCES

Mr. Yvan Bernier (Gaspé, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans.

The European Union does not accept NAFO’s decision re-
garding turbot quota allocation between NAFO member coun-
tries. If no agreement is reached, turbot stocks could be
decimated, like other overfished species in the past.
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Does the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans see that urgent
measures are needed to protect fishery resources in the Atlantic
and does he intend to do all in his power to have the Minister of
Foreign Affairs convince the European Community that protect-
ing this resource makes good sense? What does he intend to do?

[English]

Hon. Brian Tobin (Minister of Fisheries and Oceans,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I welcome the member here today and thank
him for his excellent question. I know he has been busy with the
hearings in the province of Quebec. Obviously he has been
listening and that is why he is having trouble speaking. He has
come to the conclusion that the future is here in a united
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federation and it is where we solve our problems. We are
delighted to have him back.

We had a very good decision.

[Translation)

At the NAFO conference in Brussels, we made good decisions
for the fishermen of Quebec and Canada. We gave Quebec
fishermen new opportunities.

[English]

I assure the member that we are not going to throw away that
opportunity. We are going to preserve the stock because we have
the united will of all of the fishermen, tous les pécheurs du
Canada, behind the government to solve this problem.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the youngest minister eligible for the full,
unreduced pension.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Speaker: My colleagues, usually when we put questions
we address the minister by his or her correct title. I know the
hon. member will want to do that as he puts his question now.

Mr. Hanger: Mr. Speaker, late Friday a press release was
circulated which announced officially that the minister for
immigration intended to sign a treaty with the United States that
would allow Canada to share responsibilities for refugee claim-
ants with the U.S.

I ask the minister of immigration, what exactly will the terms
of this treaty be and why did he refuse to sign the treaty one year
ago?

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration, Lib.): I did not know he was addressing it to me, Mr.
Speaker.

We should look at what the Prime Minister of Canada and the
President of the United States did over the two days. Much was
accomplished. There was a good mood among Americans and
Canadians in the type of relationship we have.

The President and the Prime Minister have mandated their
respective ministers to report back in six months with respect to
negotiating a memorandum of understanding on asylum seekers.
It will not only be on the basis of the integrity of the system so
that refugee claimants can take one good kick at the can either in
the United States or in Canada, but also with the view to better
protecting those refugee claimants.



