
6821

HOUSE 0F COMMONS
Friday, Septeniher 20, 1985

The House met at 1l a.m.

a (1105)

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 22

[Translation]
SOCIAL SECURITY

MEASURES PROPOSED BY GOVERNMENT-IMPACT ON FAMILIES

Mr. Jean-Claude Malépart (Montreal-Sainte-Marie): Mr.
Speaker, 1 was shocked by the action taken yesterday by the
Minister of National Health and Welfare, who is supposed to
defend families with children.

Mr. Speaker, the Government not only wants to reduce the
incomes of families with children, it also wants to prevent the
Opposition and the Canadian people from telling the truth in
this debate. That is why the Minister of social injustice
decided to impose closure in the debate on second reading of
the Bill to de-index family allowance payments.

Mr. Speaker, it is becoming increasingly clear to me why
the Minister is referred to as the Minister of social injustice, a
title he richly deserves. It is shameful to see how anxious the
Mulroney Government is to gouge the incomes of poor and
average Canadians and the reluctance with which it is trying
to impose a minimum tax on incomes of rich Canadians who
manage flot to pay a cent of income tax.

Mr. Speaker, I have here a letter addressed to the Prime
Minister by the Confédération des organismes familiaux du
Québec, from which 1 would like to quote the following:

Prime Minister, where is the consistency in your approach? You say that you
have a great deal of consideration for Canadian families, but you are attacking
the meager measures that exist for their benefit. Families arc starting ta wonder.

Mr. Speaker, from October 7 to 13, for the first time-

Mr. Speaker: Order. I am sorry to interrupt the Hon.
Member but his time has expired.

[En glish]
DISASTERS

EARTHQUAKE IN MEXICO-NEED FOR AID

Mr. Jim Manly (Cowichan-Malahat-The Islands): Mr.
Speaker, the people of Canada want to extend flot only sympa-
thy but also practical help to the people of Mexico following
the devastation caused by yesterday's earthquake. The Mexi-
can people and Government face massive problems. Direct
victims of the quake need medical treatment. Emergency
water and sewage facilities must be provided to prevent cpi-
demic disease. Housing must be provided for people whose
homes have been destroyed. There must be emergency distri-
bution of food.

In the namne of humanity, the Government of Canada must
move quickly to help. Working in co-operation with recognized
relief agencies, our Government should announce an immedi-
ate program to match, dollar for dollar, ail private contribu-
tions. Direct Government-to-Government aid should also be
given to help repair communication and transportation links,
as well as water and sewage lines.

Canada should make the strongest possible representation to
the International Monetary Fund to reverse yesterday's badly
timed decision that cancelled $450 million worth of boans to
Mexico. I urge the Canadian Government to announce
immediate plans for a comprehensive and generous program to
help the people of Mexico.

Somne Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

[Translation]
THE ADMINISTRATION

GOVERNMENT'S ACHIEVEMENTS

Mr. Gilles Bernier (Beauce): Mr. Speaker, the Conservative
Government can count on the co-operation of several groups in
its efforts to improve the lives of Canadians, Quebecers and
the people of Beauce whom 1 have the honour to represent.

Since we came to power, our Government has been listening
to the people, and to confirm the truth of this statement, 1 can
mention that 67 per cent of Quebec business people say they
are satisfied with the way the Mulroney Government is run-
ning the country. Business people across this country are our
main partners in creating jobs.


