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Oral Questions

Since it is the task of the Department of Regionai Eco-
nomic Expansion to promote employment in the country's
poorer areas and also to assist small business, can the
hon. Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce tell us
how he can heip the Department of Regionai Economie
Expansion achieve this goal when 37 of 40 members of the
advisory council are owners or presidents of Canada's
major businesses, located in this country's major cities in
thxe most prosperous regions?

Mr. Speaker: Order. The hon. minister might perhaps
reply briefly to the hon. member's question. 1 am sure,
however, that the hon. member for Shefford wiil be the
first to recognize that he has expressed an argument
rather than a question. However, to be fair to the hon.
member for Shefford, 1 am prepared to give the floor 10
the hon. minister if he wants to repiy briefiy.

[English]
Hon. Alastair Giliespie <Minister cf Industry. Trade and

Commerce): Mr. Speaker, very briefly, my coileague the
Minister of Regional Expansion and myseif do not require
an advisory council to tell us how we should address
ourselves to the problems of small business. I am sure the
hon. member wiii appreciate that we are in constant con-
sultation and so are our departments.

[ Translation]
Mr. Rondeau: I wouid like 10 ask a supplementary ques-

tion, Mr. Speaker.
Cou]d the hon. Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-

merce tell the House whether the activities of his depart-
ment are in agreement with those of the Department of
Regionai Economic Expansion as regards assistance 10
small business and especiaily employment in the poorer
areas?

[English]
Mr. Gillespie: Mr. Speaker, we have a basic responsibil-

ity for trying 10 develop the heaith, viabiiity and competi-
tiveness of manufacturing industry throughout the coun-
try and, as well, the health, viability and service of the
tourism industry of Canada. 1 think that our responsibili-
ties and the special but distinct responsibilities of my
colleagues are compiementary.

[Translation]

COMPOSITION 0F CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL-
DISCUSSION WITH MINISTER 0F REGIONAL ECONOMIC

EXPANSION

Mr. André Fortin (Lothinière): 1 wish to ask a supple-
mentary question, Mr. Speaker.

In view of the statement made by the hon. minister as ta
existing common interests between both departments,
could he tell the House whether there has been consulta-
tion with his colleague, the Minister of Regional Economic
Expansion, as 10 the selection of the 37 members of the
advisory council who represent large enterprise only?

[English]
Mr. Speaker: The hon. member for Burnaby-Richmond-

Delta.
[Mr. Rondeau.]

Mr. Reynolds. Mr. Speaker, my question is for the right
hon. Prime Minister.

[Translation]
Mr. Fortin: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of order.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The hon. member for Lotbinière on
a point of order.

Mr. Fortin: Mr. Speaker, 1 believe the minister was
about to answer but the interpretation did not reach him
on time. 1 wauld like ta ask him again if there was consul-
tation between the two departments.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The hon. memnber has already
asked tbis question. I guess that during the last 30 seconds
the question must have reached the minister; maybe he
can answer right away. I was nat under the impression
that he intended ta answer, but if he wants ta, I will
recognize him.

[English]
Hon. Alastair Gllespie (Minister of Indu.try. Trade and

Commerce): Mr. Speaker, as 1 have indicated, there is a
very high degree of consultation amaong ministers on this
side of the House. The point that I should also like ta
make clear ta the hon. member is that my advisory coun-
cil is not just composed of big businessmen; iA is aiso
composed of businessmen representing smalier busi-
nesses situated in ail corners of the country.

CONSUMER AFFAlES

PETITION FOR CONTROLS ON FOOD PRICES-
GOVERNMENT POSITION-POWERS 0F PROPOSED PRICES

REVIEW BOARD

Mr. John eynolds (Burnaby-Richmond-Delta): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the right bon. Prime Minister.
In view of the petitian presented today from British
Columbia residents, and in view of the many other similar
requests from bath consumer and producer groups, is the
Prime Minister now prepared 10 acknowledge officially
that there is a grawing demnand for direct contrais, as has
been recommended by the Leader of the Opposition and
others?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Equaliy, Mr.
Speaker, 1 met a group yesterday that was against con-
trois as suggested by the Leader of the Opposition.

An hon. Member: That was the cabinet.

Mr. Trudeau: I suppose there is a growing demnand for
aIl kinds of tbings in this country.

Mr. Reynolds: Is the gavernment gaing ta set out the
powers and directions for the prices review board and, if
so, when will these guidelines be brought before the
House?

Mr. Trudeau: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member might want
ta direct his question ta the minister who spoke on this
subject in the House a couple of days ago.
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