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COMMONS DEBATES

January 9, 1973

The Address—Mr. Hees

Mr. Hees: It has become more and more obvious that
the Conservative party is going to take over the reins of
government in the very near future.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hees: I have arrived at the conclusion of my
remarks and I am sure my friends opposite are sorry to
hear that. Under the present program of the government
for operating the House there is no way in which any
legislation can be dealt with before at least one month has
passed. There are a great many people in this country
who cannot wait for one more month. Those are the
people who did so much to make this country the great
country it is today. They are the senior citizens, the people
who receive the old age pension. But, as we know, the old
age pension is far too low to meet their needs today. These
people have had to tighten their belts for the past seven
years. This must stop. A Conservative government would
stop it. The only way that this problem can be dealt with is
to bring in the legislation dealing with the old age pension
right now.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hees: We call on this government to stop this debate
temporarily and bring in their old age pension legislation
which will be dealt with quickly and effectively. Let the
old people of this country have the benefit of what has
been long overdue. Let the government bring in that legis-
lation and present it to the House for inspection, as well as
legislation that the government claims to have to deal with
the economy to get it moving forward so that something
can be done to cure unemployment, to halt inflation and
to deal with the other economic problems that exist in the
country. We do not need to hold up the House, but we
want to look at the legislation so that the NDP and the
Creditiste party know why they should be voting non-con-
fidence in the government when the vote comes.

Therefore, on behalf of the party for which I am speak-
ing, I suggest that we should adjourn this debate and get
on with the old age pension legislation. Therefore I move:

That the debate be adjourned.
Mr. Gray: You want to muzzle parliament.

Mr. Hees: May I bring to your attention, Mr. Speaker,
that the seconder of the motion is the hon. member for
Saint John-Lancaster (Mr. Bell).

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of adopting the
motion will please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say
nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

And more than five members having risen:

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Call in the members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Hees) which was
negatived on the following division:
[Mr. Hees.]
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