
which has given concern, not only to members
here but I know to officiais of the minister's
department who are in charge of this work
in the field. The amount involved here is
not large in relation to the total expenditures,
but still $350,000 is not an unsubstantial
amount, and I would hope that some provision
might ha made for a more adequate scale
of provision of supplies. I understand that
this is done inainly by the provision of sup-
plies rather than by the payment of actual
cash to the Indians. I hope the minister will
take the whole matter into consideration and
establish for the future a more adequate
scale of relief payments to Indians.

Mr. Pickersgill: I shaîl be very glad to take
the hon. gentleman's observations into ac-
count and look into the matter further.

Mr. Trainor: How does the minister recon-
cile his remarks on thîs item with the current
fiction that the Indian is a fuil-fiedged citizen
and as such his welfare is a matter of provin-
cial responsibility?

Mr. Pickersgill: That is a fiction which is
rather new to me.

Mr. Trainor: The Department of National
Health and Welfare subscribes to that.

Mr. Pickersgill: I can consider only my own
responsibilities and I have neyer heard that
from any quarter. 0f course we do take the
view in my department that those Indians
who go off the reserve, who work off the
reserve, who live off the reserve, who have
their normal domicile somewhere else, should
be treated like any other Canadian citizen, and
should they require welfare services those
should be provided by the provincial and local
authorities in the same way as they would
be provided for anybody else. Those Indians
are taxpayers and wage earners and they
contribute to the communities in which they
live. But we have neyer taken that view
about the Indian on the reserve and of course
it is always open to an Indian who has still
the status of an Indian to go back to the
reserve to which he belongs if he wants to
do so.

Mr. Trainor: The minister does subscribe to
the doctrine that the Indian on the reserve is
definitely a ward of the government?

Mr. Pickersgîll: No, I do not and there is
no legal justification for that view. However,
the government does have certain responsi-
bilities for the Indians that have been laid
down by parliarnent, and that is what it is
my duty to carry out.

Mr. Campbell: Can the minister give us
the particulars of the rations which are given
out to Indians ini need of relief?
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Mr. Pickersgill: I arn afraid I could flot
do that specifically.

Mr. Herridge: The minister advises that
the Arrow lake band of Indians is extinet and
I understand there was some money in the
band fund. What happened to those funds?

Mr. Pickersgill: I would flot venture to
express an opinion on that, but I shall ask
for legal advice and communicate it to the
hon. member.

Mr. Blackmare: Mr. Chairman, I do flot
know whether this is the item under which I
should raise this matter. It is a matter that
has troubled me greatly in relation to the
Indians. There is a fine reservation and a
fine body of Indians in my constituency. The
Indians are increasing rapidly, and we desire
that they shall increase rapidly because they
are very good Canadians.

Mr. Pickersgill: They are ail Canadian
babies.

Mr. Blackmare: That is right. When a
certain group of Indians has been assigned to
a certain reservation they continue to in-
crease naturally and over a period of time it
is quite obvious that the reservation tends
to become inadequate in size. I wondered
whether or not the mînister has dreams,
visions and plans for adding to the size of
any given reservation in accordance with
the needs of the population of that reserva-
tion. I do not; think the matter was seriously
discussed by the committee which sat upon
this problem of Indians some tixne ago, but
I felt that that matter should be given very
serious consideration. There are several
reasons-

Mr. Pickersgill: Mr. Chairman, I know the
hion, gentleman and I would alrnost see eye
to eye on this question, but it is flot at al
within the scope of these supplementary esti-
mates and it is a very big subject. I feel that,
if we are ever to end the session, we have to
stick to the things that are within our scope.
To reassure the hon. gentleman, I can teill
him that this matter is enigaging most active
consideration and 1 should be very glad
indeed to receive any representations from
him privately that he would care to make.
If I arn still minister and if he is still here-
as I arn sure he will be-I shall be glad to
discuss it on my estimates next year, but
I do not think it is fair to the committee,
when there is no item relating to this matter,
to take the time today.

Mr. Blackmore: May I thank the minister
most earnestly for that assurance.

Item agreed to.


