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LABOUR CONDITIONS
ALLEGED COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AINONG CANADIAN

SEAIMEN

On the orders ai the day:
Mr. J. H. DICKEY (Halifax): Has the

Minister oi Labour any information with
respect to rccent communist activity in inciting
unrest among Canadinn seamen, and among
officers, eng:neers ani xirelcss operators of the
Canadian niiercliant marine?

Hon. HUMPHREY MITCHELL (Minister
of Labour) : In reply ta the junior member
for Halifax I would say that efforts have been
in progress to bring about an agreement affect-
ing the personnel of the deep sea ships. The
classes of personnel wcre unlicensed men and
executive officers, engincers and wireless
operatars. The department bas given con-
ciliation service through the good offices of
Mr. Justice MeNiven of Regina, who for
rnany weeks in Montreal endcavoured ta have
flic parties concerned reacbi an agreement. I
van onlly say that an agreement was reaclied
ils far a thic unlicensed personncl were con-
cerncd, but unfortunately that lias not becn
possible with respect ta tbe executive officcrs.
cngineers and wireless operators.

I should add, Mr. Speaker, tbat as far as
in *y knowledgc goes, during tliose negatiations
tbcre was no evidence of commnnist activity.
However, since the strike there bias been
picketing af sbips wbich is bard ta accounit for,'
because it is obviaus that there arc not suf-
ficient officers involved ta forin tbe picket
lines. This fact lias led ta tbe assumption bv
mnany people tbat there is a communistie
act.ivitv, but I have no evidence at tbe moment
that sucb is the case. I consulted the officiaIs
in charge of the R.C.M.P. and they have no
evidence of carnmunist activity other tban
the wxell known fact that the communist party
lias inade statements in support of the strike.

UNEMPLOYMENT

St (SESTEO I'AYMENT BY FEDEIIAL COVERNINEYT
0F SHARE 0F RELIEF C05TS

On the arders ai tlîe day:

Mr~. W. R. THATCHER (Moose Jaw) : I
siould like ta ask the Minister of Labour a
quesýtion, oi whiclî I sent him notice carlier.
In view ai the unemploymcnt in certain sec-
tions ai Canada and the incrcased number af
people on relief, lias the gaverninent given
consideration ta paying a share of the relief
costs, as was donc prior ta the war?

Hou. HUMPHIREY MITCHELL (Minister
oi Labour) : The answer is in the negative. I
arn sure the -lion. member knows the employ-
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ment figures as well as I dIo. According ta the
last repart, roughly 200,000 people were reg-
itcred for cmploymeîîit out oi a total of juýst
uxniler 5,000,000, tbe higlîes enployment figure
iii the history of the dominion. I tlîink my
lion. friend will also agree ibat saine persans
are very difficuit ito place, for reasons obvions
Ia everyone wbho eau reail and write. I sbould
point in passing ta tic pmîagress tliat lias been
madle since the period af wbicbi my- lion. friend

>ýpcaks. The various governents now spenîl
an average of about $750,000,000 a ycar iii
locial services, oi xvbicb eigbty per cent is
iîrovided from' tbe domninion trcasurv. Tbe.se
enibody such plans as cbildren's allowanccs,
îinemployment insurauce, aid age pensions
andi the like. I am sure xuy lion. fr-iend will
agree that we are better able ta face anv~
tîinpurary or w~hat I migbt cal1 s.easonal la,,:
irifs than we have been sine tlîis parbiament

x firt establisbied.

LOANS TO OTHER COIJNTRIES

INQUIRY AS TO AMOUNTS NOT liEPAID

Oin tlîe arders ai tlîe day:

'Mr. E. D. FULTON (IÇainloopî-) :In itie
-Ppe oi tbe Minisier of Finiane I sliould

li Le ta direct an inquiry ta lus parlianmentairy
i-itu.On Wednesday oi la~t week I askexl

thle ininist er a question abolit tlîe repaymeni
of Canadian loans andl credii- ta various

coixntries. I rcpeated flic qui stion on Friday.
wlien tIre minister s.aid hoe would let me bave
an ansxvei on Monday. I would appreciate it
if Iris parliamentary assistant would bring tIre
iatter to flie attention ai the minister anti
a ýk if I miglit have an an-wer tonrorrow.

Mr. R. W. MAYHEW (Parlianmentary
Azsistant ta the Minister ai Finance) : The
xuniister is absent today an afficial business. I
,hlall bring the uratter ta lis attention anti trv'
ta get tbe arrswer for thle lion. nuieinber
toiarraxv.

WIHEAT

PRA IRIE FARII ASSISTANCE OVERiPAYM.%ENT VNOF.R
WIIEAT ACREAGE REIiUCTION SCIIEMIE

On tlîe orders ai tire daY:

Mr. F. S. ZAPLITNY (Dauphin): On Feb-
riary 27 I askeýd -the Minister ai Agriculture
a question respeeting certain regulations under
the Prairie Faim Assistance Adt At tlîat
iiine t lie inî-.t ex indieated thît lie wotîld
ieply at a latex date. I ivonuler if lie is able
ta replY today.

Rigbt lion. J. G. GARDINER (Minister ai
Agriculture) : If 1 remember correctly the
que-t ions asked were the questions I stated


