
CO MMO NS
T/e Budqc t-Miss Mac phai

groups. The day will corne wben the members
of our group, the members of the Labour group
will increase, and when other groups flot now
namel wilI appear and find representation in
this chamber. Wben that bappens the new
groups will be too strong for either of the old
parties to command a majority and carry on
the goverfiment of the country in the old way.
Modifications will have to be made and a new
method found. It does seemn to me excead-
ingly reasonable that the flouse of Commons
and flot the Prime Minister should decide
when there should be a dissolution. Why
should power be put into the hands of one
man to determine when there shall be a dis-
solution of parliament and xvben the people
of the country shall ha called upon to hear
the axpanses of a ganeral election? 1 know
that some people have the idea that those of
us who say these tbings are cranks. We are
flot. 1 ar n ot saying, of course, that I arn
nlot, but I certainly say emphatieally that the
Canad;an people are thinking new thouglits
and that to tham it doas flot seem at ail
reasonable that things sbould be as they are.
Our institutions, whether educational or
Dolitical, will change to Ineet the needs of
cbanging times. That 13 onIy natural. I see
no reason why we sbould nat have a change
in the farm of our governmental institution to
meet the changing viaws of the people, and
in conclusion I would quote a great authority
on this subi ect. Follett spaaking of politics
and of the old idea giving way to the new
sentiment of co-operation, says:

What we mnust get away1 frorn is "the hall of
rigid things." This is a living life of the people
and it niust flow directly through our goverfi-
ment and our institutions. Wa are flot fossil-

Somtetimes fine wouild question that.
-petrified in our social strata. Wa are alive.
Ali is growing; we must realize this and free
the way for grow'th.

It scems to me that the groups in the bouse
are nothing but an indication of growth in the
countri. I sbould hate to bear upon my
shouldecrs the responsibility whicb rests to-day
upon the shoulders of the Liberal-Progressive
group in this bouse. They have done mucli
to discourage progressive tbought in Canada:
lhey bave, to my mind, a great deal to answer
for. Irîdeed, 1 should flot care to, ha the
Liberal party: I shouId flot care to bear the
responsibility-I am nfot sure wbetber it is
parliamentary-of false friendship sueh as they
have shown towards the naw groups in this
bouse, from 1921 to this day. But speaking
personally, I say it is better for them to realize
that, we are flot people who will one day ha
Liberals: we have no sucb ambition. We
represent agriculture. We are flot Conserva-
tives; we are agricultural representatives, and
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the sonner this bouse knows that, the sooner
tbey quit wondering whether we are Tories
or Liberals, the better it will be for evaryone
concerned.

Hon. JAMES MALCOLM (Minîster of
Trade and Commerce) : In spite of the remarks
of my bon, friand from Southeast Grey (Miss
Macphail), in which. she expresses an unfavour-
able opinion of this year's budget, I amn glad
to ha able to compliment my colleague, the
Ministar of Finance (Mr. Robb) on thE
statement of Canada's businezs wbich hae bas
presented for this yaar. It is but a refiaction
of favourable editorial comment wbicb lias
appaared in the Canadian press from the
Atlantic to the Pacifie, and I balieve, in spite
of evarytbing that bas been said by bon.
gentlemen opposite, that every man in tbis
bouse realizes that we dn Canada bava re-
adjusted our finances and re-esltablished our
national credit in a manner more saýtisfactory
and more cromplimentary to us, since the
war, tban bas any other nation in the world.
Wha~t parcen-tage of this credit is due to the
self-reliance and industry of aur people, wbat
percentaga to the acts of a benign Providence
and what to the actions of the goverament
seams, bowever, to be a niatter for dabate.
But I think that anyone wbo bias read the
statements of leaders of finance and industry,
or who bas studied the Canadian figures of
production, bath agricultural and industrial,
will admit tbat wa in Canada since the war
have as a people dane soma vary remarkable
things.

Some bion, gentlemen, speaking on the
budget, appear ta ha unable to comprabiend
the national sentiment tbat pravails in this
country. Probably they are too close to the
accomplisbmants of the last five yaars; thay
ara lika the men wbo cannot sea the woods
for the trees. Let me place on record a
comment made by a disintarasted observer,
a man with a great deal of knowladga of the
affairs af the world. Mr. Marcosson, writing
in the Saturday Evaning Post, used the follow-
ing words:

Eqnally provocative of cotilient is the existing
CanIladiaii 1rosperity; the tides of Dominion in-
te"i n1alnd external trade were never quite s0
hii or the national ban, roll of Canada 50
seenrely cntrenctie(t. AIt the eostly aconomie
iiaiigov .er of ýý,ar is completely ont of the Cana-
dian , sftmi; the country faces an ara of un-
Fpieeenltecl developmrent.

That comment coming from such a disin-
tarestrd observer is worthy of a great deal of
consideration in this Dominion.

It is a remarkable fact, Mr. Speaker, that
eacb successive budget since 1922 bias been met

by hion, gentlemen opposite with the statemant


