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first occasion whicb presented itself in this think it can be done ; and when this House
House of repealing the Franohise Act, I resolves itself into committee to discuss the
would vote for its repeal. I purpose 1eep- different clauses of the Bill, I hope we may
ing that promise. I have never, to my be able to induce the hon. Solicitor Generai
knowledge, made any promise during an to insert some clause that will reserve to
election that I did not fulfil after I was the Commons of Canada that power whica
elected. I do not wish, by expressing my- belongs to it. As regards the difTerent
self in this way, to convey the idea that I clauses of the Bill, I may say that I know
approve fully of the Bill now before the very little about them.
House. I can see very many objections to Mr. BENNETT. That is true.
it• but I must declare that It is certainly
an improvement upon the Franchise Act, Mr. POUPORE. I must confess that the-
which it proposes to abolish. There are hon. member for East Simcoe (Mr. Bennett)
many diffleulties in the way of providing a is right, for once.

pertect franchise law ; but, after all, Mr. Mr. BENNETT. I am sure you do, or you
Speaker, what is It we should seck for would not approve of i.
when we are preparing a iist of the electors
of this Dominion'? Is it not that those whoî. Mr. POUPORE. I view this measure as
are entitled to vote in any constituency ln one which should not be considered a par-
Canada should have their names upon that tisan measure. I look upon it as a measure
list ? And is there any means more casy introduced by the Government of the day,
or more suitable for findlng out who are the which is alone responsible to Canada for the
real, genuine voters in any municipality introduction of the B1il. It is our ftnction.
than to go to the secretary-treasurer of that and our right to amend and criticise it, but
municipality ? I am quite aware that it is I think that criticism should not go to the
impossible to introduce a Franchis Bill into extent of party criticism. I think we should
this -House which will meet the require- assist the Government of the day in repar-
ments of the different provinces of the Do- Ing such a Bill as will aff ord the honest elec-
minion. In the province of Quebee, in tor to record bis vote when an election comes
which I represent a county, If we take the round by the eaisiest and cheapest
municipal lists, prepared by the secretary- means, and I know of no neans so inex-
treasurers of the munielpalities, we can rely pensive and so easy for securing a proper
upon it that we have in those llsts the list of the electors, as to take the list pre-
names of the goQd, law-abiding citizens of pared by the municipal secretary of every
the county who are entitled to vote by vir- municipality for the purpose of the muni-
tue of the property qualifleation or what- cipal government of that municipality. In
ever qualification the law requires. Now, it that way you get, not the bogus voter, but
does occur to me, that, In constituting this the solld, responsible citizen of the country,
House of Commons, we should see to It that to express his opinion when election day
the people who are sent here shall be sent comes round. The consequence Is, that you.
by the bona fide electors of Canada, and have elected to this House, not a party man,
not by a lot of men who are Imported ror but a man who represents the intelligence
the purpose of voting. The representatives of -the county from which he comes. Unfor-
of the people In this House of Commons tunately, I must say, 1 have observed, since
ought to be sent here by the men who have I have had the honour of a seat in this-
the property qualification or whatever quali- House, that partyism is brought into the dis-
fication may be necessary te entitle them to cussion of every question that comes up. I
vote. suppose this Is one of the things belonging

I wish to point out another feature of this to partyism : but I must say, that I am not
matter, which Is this. The Government of sufficiently partisan te look upon every ques-
the day have the responsibility of introluc- tion that is brought up with the eyes of a
Ing a Franchise Bill. They feel that it is partisan. I feel that it is my duty to con-
necessary to abolish the existing Franchise sider a mea sure upon its merits ; and, if the
Act. I approve of them for doing so, and I measure deserves my support, my party ties
shall support them so far. They now intro- must disappear. I feel that I have a duty
duce a Franchise Bill prepared by the hon. to perfori to niy cou nty and also to the
Solleitor General (Mr. Fitzpatrek), which, I country I live in. With regard to this
tbink, is, on the whole, a fairly goad mxea- Franchise Bill, I do not know how lt affects
sure. But there Is one serious objection to the province of Ontario ; but, speaking fron
it. Every member of this House should be what 1 know of my native province of Que-
careful to see that the Parliament of Can- bec, I do not think you can find half a dozen
ada does not divest itself of the control cf Intelligent electors in any county who wIl!
the Dominion franchise. Let us avail our- say that tbey approve of the present Fran-
selves of the Information we may receive chise Act. On the contrary, from my 'experi-
from the secretaries of the different muni- ence, and with ail the means I have had of
cipalities In the preparation of the lists; but informin-g myself on fle subject, I .an say
let the House of Commons of Canada, by that the unanimous desire is tbat the Do-
some means, control the preparation of that minion Franchise Act should be abolshed
1ist I thlnk that ought te be done, and I I The late Sir John Thompson, some years-

Mr. POUPORE.
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