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ELECTION FRAUDS-JUDICIAL IX- iiients and memoranda, and ballot boxes, in cou-
QUIRY. leton'iith any such election whenever theQ saine may be called for by the comimissioflers

SirCHALES UPPR (ape retn).for the purpose of any such inquiry and investi-
S CHARLES TUPPER (Cape Breton gation:

Before the Orders of the Day are called. the said conmissioners have power to
I would say I understood that the Prime nppoint two of ler Majesty's counsel learned ln
Minlster would give us to-day an explana- the law, -o assist thenin such inquiries and
tion with respect to the proposed commis-i g naaso a rcgistrar of their pro-

s'on.ceedings and necessary stenographers; that forSion. C

The RIME111NSTER(SirWilfiil au-vestigationzs they mnay prescribe such rules andThe PRIME MINI[STER (Sir Wilfrid Lau- regulations governing the practice and procedure
rier. I was just rising for that purpose seeni to the proper for the initiation and
when my hon. friend rose. I do not know I conduct of suel inquiries and investigations,
that I can better convey to the House in- and that in making such inquiries and investiga-
formation with regard to this commission tions, they exereise ail due despatel, proceedingthn yredngUc rer cucilonte inl each case undergoing inquiry and Investiga-than by reading the order in counceil on thec
subjeet tion de die in diem unless focr special and suffi-

mentreasns they otherwise detenboine, and at
On a memorandum dated June 2, 1900, fronintre close of eaeh inquiry and investigation they

the M'-inister of Justice submuitting that whereas report to the -Niinizster .-) Justice the result
allegations have been made that during and for thereof
several years prior and sUbsequent to the general That the said commissioners bevested with
elections of 1896 for the election of menbers the power of suistmoning before the any wit-
the House of Comnions ,f Canada, frauds were Tsset . aud requiming sthe to give evidence on
coinmaitted by returning oflicers, deputy retunn- oath, orally, in writing or on solemn affirmation,

if estiatios te may presciesuchfrlsnd i

ing offi cers, or other parties, in several of the 1  te ar pesn etiedt afim n
e1ectoral districts either w-hile the votes were civil matters, and to produe und ocumentS
being polled or thereafter by the spoiling of the 'Lid thing.- as such-l co=-uissioners deem requisit4»e
ballots marked by the ealectors, or by the fraudu- o the fuli investigation of the niatters iato whi
lent substitution of other ballots for those so they are appointed to examine

iarked. or by other fraudulent conduet in re- lilaz c t sucfl souhissioners have the same powr
speet of the ballots at any tinie before and u to enforce attendance o suciwitesnes, and to
to the return of.-the wit. and it being miost de- Conipel tbem to give evidence as is vested in any
sirable that ail such allegted frauds should beicourt of record in civil cases
luvestigat ed. and the recurrence thereof. if any. That whilst for the purpose of such inquiry
prevented. to the end that tho renururray shot-riul investigaiun. the attention o the commis-
t.he actual vote by the electors who vote in each sione is specially directed to a period includ-
electoral district ing and subsequent to the enpral elections of

Anid whereas, it is desirable to appoint a cou,- le, stil suhenquiry ant investigation is not
mnission with fuïl power to niake inquiry,' in- liriiied to such period if they dcciii it advisable
vestigation, report and recodiJuendations as here- exted th saine taanerîod prior thereto
inafter set forth : That at the close oubsucmitnquiries and lu-

Therefore, the minister recothatends thiat nd fer vestigatiIs. thecomisioners make such re-
the provisions of chapter 114 o the Revised Sta- cos eedaqutions for amendnens to the lagnrre-

elections of 1896n for thethelectionoof memberscto

tutes ou o Canada, fenttled An Act respectwngeru-ethe onduct o! the etns as re-
cuiries concernng publinoiatters dte ton. Sir
i1 n x der oBod, Knight Bachelor and preierve the sacrednes of the ballot, and toenable
sident of the Supreme Cou trt oe Judicature for 1 lsetofae intheu annstgeffectua iannerto
Onitario, Chancellor o! the province o!Ontario exercise their franchisere

T n eal hat the, said commissioners etdwt

(t be chairman), the Hon. William Glenhole er em i
Falconbridge, one of eer Majesty's judges of may report any facts, circumstances or opinions
the said Suprenie Court, and a member of the tha rtoal in rseei proper on respect o the mat-
Queen's Bench Division q! the High Court of ters hereby rerred to taienr.
Justice for Ontari, and His Honour Duncan B. The committee submit the aboverecommenda-
-aeTavish. judge of the County Court of the tions for Yora
county o Careton, be apponte commissioners ('lerk o! the Privy Counl.
under the said Act in respect of the election o!La
me bers for the House o Coimons o Can- 1
ada. to inquire inta and investigate any u alleged y right hon. friend (Sir Wilfid Laurier)
frauduient alteration. de!acing, marking. spoil- b las been able to fulfil the assurance tlat
ine, substitution or tamperin tierespect of! e gave to the House h reference to this
election ballots, or by reason o! any fraudulent1 matter. It is quite Impossible to follow'
conduct in respect o! the pol books, ballot with exactness a lengthy document of that
boxes, or the lawful contents, or what should efiinaeh

aIndthngas suc hecomirssioersdeew rusite

have been the lawftet o tttentshoe the ballot

jethey are poined to am in rer nc:n

boxes, whether by way f fraudulent alteration, t eo h e o
a.ddition, withdrawal or otherwise, during and 'be printed, and I would ask an opportunity

ïï 'to-enorce at edanofsucheswitnessesanto

untl the close o the election, and until the re to e n est ay
tt'rn to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery: occur to me as to means to more fully

That the said commissioners have power to I attain the objerts as we al seek.If 1ind
bold such inqulry and Investigation in every any suci suggestions necessary.
cae iwhich they consider reasonable grounds
have, witheir opinion, been shon q to theu for The PRIME MINISTER. I move that the

holdigton raepranre:nedtosshr- doextent thst aid ton athero Table tereto:
Tnate erh o!t: Coh eyd Thar tl ue os emero f uhmqese.d n
Thdueefore the miitrrcmed htudrvsiaintcommissioners ailkeoliboh re-

otrs iescend ing pubrcpatters.' eters Ho.uSi Multein threir jugetteetrtope


