
[COMMONS]

Railway Coînnnittee. A large numuber of railway
nen heing in that counmittee rooni, great interest
was imanifested in the clause by thellm, and
the clause wais struck out in the conmnuittee. Vihen
the Bill caie down, I went up ait onice and
spoke to a leadling mtember .of the Senate, and
saidI " How is this ? The Governmnent accepted
miy clause ; it goes up to the Seniate, and it coues
back witlh that clause exc1sed." I was thein told
that our own North-West senators had dor.e this
and I went and saw mny friend M r. Perley, wlo, I
undslerstood, hiadi itmoved lin the couumittee that the
clause should he iropped. andi he told ne that
lie hai d e so, and explaind te me a much
better schteie thuat he htai for protection agatiist
prairie fit-es. Thtat schuemie I have not seen
take shape anlywhere, but when I went to Mr.
Louugheed I found t bat he, insteai of heing opposed
to the clause, was in favour of it, and lie said tiat
he had seen more interest takei in it by certain
mliitilebers of the senate on tiat 'cmmittee than hle
hai ever noticell befure. Now, Sir, I imove this
clause. It runs somewhat like this

" Every riilway iii the North-West Territories shall h ave
the riglit to uenter ulpoti ,unnciltivated land within 2010 feet
ont ea.dt ide of the t r:k for the purpose of plourhuing a lire
gusard,a1nd1 shallburri otY the grass between thte tire guuar-d
and the trask. Every railway in the Noàertlh-West Terri-
tories sh:ill, nsot later tlan the 30tlh June in eacht y:ear,
throiiug.rhis the uncultivated lands where the Railway Com-
mit te" of tlhe Privy Cotuicil imay îrder or direct from titmle
to timfe, l: a ti re guiard six feet wide on each sirle of
the tr:nek pat rallIel liereto. ad not less than 200 fecet dis-
tant lteret'romit. and. ais flir as practicable. burn off tie
prairie griss between such fire guard and the tracku: and
every rast ilway failiig to comply witi the order or direce-
tion of the lri-ivy Councieil in this eislf h:ll be linhle Io 
a penalty of dollars, whici shall be enforced
before any judges of the Suprene Court in the Territories
sitting without- a jury."
Now, Sir. I want to urge on the Government's at-
tention the importatce of lealing with this quies-
tion of prairie tires. I have no doubt wlhatevei-
that objeetions 'ill be made to this clause on.0 lbt,-
half of the railways, and I grant thlat a railwa.y-
for instance, the Canadian Paeitic Railway-may
very properly say : TIThis is not iii our bond.
We have a contract witi you, we have fulfilled
our contract, but where will you lpoint out
tol us iu our bond anuy obligation to màusake these
fire guuar-ds I twhich you require ius to d(o now ?!"?e
If the Government should coue to the conclusion
t1htat this contention on the part of thie Canadian
Pacifie Railway, and other railways, is a just con-
tention, then the Govcu-uumieir t should comnunicate
with the C anadiian Pacific Railway. Let the Rail-
way Commiiittee of the Privy Council come to an
arrangenent with the Canadiant iPacific Railway,
and otlier railways, as to what shall be their
mutiual obligations, and arrange some plan y
whicht the dreadful scourge of prairie fires can be
averted. The othter clause is to the effect that :

" Every railway in the Dominion of Canada shall. on
and after the 1st January, A.D. 1893, equip its freight
cars with automatie brakes, and both freight and passen-
ger cars with automatie couplers."
Now, Mr. Speaker, every neiber of this louse
will occasionally find a newspaper on his break-
fast table announcing the death of a brakesman,
and upon eniquiry we will find that, in nine cases
out of ten, it arises from the dangers attached to
running freight cars with the present inefficient
equipnment. I may say that in sonie States of the
Union laws have been passed conpelling all rail-
ways running in those States to have, as a pro-
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teetion, automiatic brakes andî automnatic couplers.
The next clause is au aeiwhnieiit .of clause 194 of
the Railwmay Act. 'ie oily change really made in
clause 194ûof the R ailway Act is this : that wliereas
that clause provides that railways shall build fences
wiere the line runs tlirough itiiiiiicipalities, the
clause as I aimleid it will irovide thiatit shall not
only be bounîd to build fences on catch side of the
hle whevre a railway uis tiroughi iitiiipalities,
Lut wlhre it ruis tihrotugL aiy settled hdistrict. I
do0 not appreiel, I mnay .1say. anly o.jectioin to this
clause frio the ralway iinterest. althougli they
may possibly wish that we should deineu nli re
clearly what a settled district vmy be. But af;er
thtat lias beeun definel it will le for tue jud e
to sav wmiat. a settled! district is. Now. ta. .
chluse does not. merely relate to the value .i
cattle killed ; it does not aimt mîîerelv at estimatin-.
the .iaiage donte to soine por iani ni t aNort-
West, mwho-se <:attle lhave strayed oni to the Ilineand
have been diestroyed bl ail engi(je or trLinm
alontg. I in utiot thintk iing Iterelv of the damage
done to these mn. and when t.ev come into court
the couniusel for the railway gets up andi pIe;sls thiat
these cattle were tres)tssers. Whten I hi time to
practice la w in the North-\eest one of tle first
cases i1liad was a brief from the Canadian Pacifi
Railway in a case of tihis kinid. and I baIl the liait
nonî-suitel ait onlce. It was my duty to have him
non-sutiteidi, harld as it. as iihiii. iut, .r.
Speaker, whai I aiius tiniiking of is te danger to
lfe. Every day' we read ini lIte papers of a train

coming alng where three or fouir .attle is on the.
track. 'lIe enig inc strikes agaimst. the cattie anid#s is
thrwn off tle track,* anid then what happensi?
Fifty or sixty persons arc killei. andioiec are
wounded. A case like tiis oceuurrel olv tihe otiher
day ; sucl cases occur constantly ; ai I aniper-
fectly certain that railway misagtnates wIoi) show
tlheiselves, as we are glad to recogns ize and adm ire,
su philathropie, after ticy have piled up vast
wealti, and so genierous to every charitv, will
agrce tiat more protection iiust le affond. I
have not the least doubt whuatever tiat the ù dangers
that arise from exposinsg val uabîlelives tihrough cattle
trespassig, as it is called, on the railwav. wiil per-
suade them to take the saime view of titis guestion
as I do. I msay say that I have spo:îkeni to a pro-
minent railway tian-i have not his permtiission to
give his namue--in regard to that clause.'anud I .d11.
not anticipate any opposition on the part f the
railways. I move for leave to introduce this Bill.

Motion agreed- to, and Bill reads the first tinte.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.

Sir HECTOR LANG EVIN miioved
That Government Orders have precedence on Thursdays

for the renainder of the session.
Motion agreed to.

INLAND REVENUE ACT.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved that the House resolve
itself into Conuittee of the Whole, on Tuesday
next, to consider the following resolution:

That it is expedient to amend The Inland Revenue Act,and to provide that the person in whose name a license
is granted to act as a compounder shall, upon receivingsuch license, pay to the Collector of Inland Revenue thesum of one hundred and fifty dollars.

Motion agreed to.
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