
was Vhreatened by any other empire. To tihis declaration 1 replied
Woodbridge, Ontario, two days luter, that we too Lad our obligations a
good-friendly neighbour.

Our common problems of defence were discussed at lengthi and in a mn
concrete and definite way when 1 visited Washington in November, 19
to sig-n the new Canadian-United States brade agreement.

In the summer of 1939, the president paid a visit to Canadian wat
cff the Atilantiç coast. lie suibsequently told me lihat this visit, like
siînilar visit to Victoria two years earlier, hiad been occasioned by his, c
Cern with fthe probleni of coastai defence.

With the outbreak of ýwar, the question of coast defences becamec
vital importance. At the saine time, the fact tliat Canada was a belliger
and fie United States a neutral complicated the problem of pursuing
discussions. I the face of the European menace it was- obviously dlesirq
to give expression to the needs of joint defence. To the mecans, however.
effecting this end, the most careful consideration had to be given in or
blhat there might be no grounds for the beli'ef fliat there was any attempt
Canada's part to influence the policies or to interfere in the domnestic affi

ofa neutral country. flad there not been, between the president and mys
complete confidence in eaçch other's purpose and motives, 1 question if
situation could have been met wit)hout occasioning genuine embarrassin
to one side or the olJher, if niot indeed to both. For-tunately, in the ligl
our previous conversations, there was no dange.r of the position being nl
understood, and my visit with fie president at Warin Springs, ini Apri'
the present year, affGrded an exceptional opportunity for a careful rev
of the whcle situation.

This is perhaps an appropriate place for me to say that, fromi
beginning, and at the tirna of eac>h conversation, the president mad(
perfectly clear that his primary interest in the subjeet was thte defencE
t~he UJnited States. 1 was equal.Iy frank in making it clear fiat my con(
was the effective defence 'of Canada, and the defence of the British et
monwealth of nations as a whole.

If one 1thing above a-notber became increasingly evident in the col
ef our conversations, it was that our respcý,ctive countrie had a con'
interest in the ruatter of the defence of this continent. Since this was

case, everythlng, pointed to the wisdoni of planning carefully ini advance
výhatever contingency iiht arise.

The conversationse begun between the -orsident and myseff beforè
wainte direct nianuer I hiave deribed, and at Warm Springs taker

anew after Canada had entered the war, werc supplemented as fie w(
wen by byconerstios cndutedthrughdiplomatiec hannels. E

conerstioisfollowed in due course.


