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Defining
characterlstics

" These are the'individuals who firmly believe lhat diptemacy is far more.

effectivein virtually all conflict situations.

They are activists to the extenl Lhat they attend pesce rallies and suppart
groups advocating diplamacy and peaceful resclutions,

In this respact, their opposition is idaulugjcally'base_d.

tany of them arerin the younger age cohort although we did nate exceptions in
Saskatoon for example, where the younger group were all supportive of the
missian.

Motably, among younger participants the real concem aboul the mizsion was.
focused.on the military component, Thera was a sense among this group that
Canada shauid and Guuid underlake development work and offer-humanitarian
assmtance in Afghamsuan but that Carada is a nation‘of peacekespers and
should not sngage in-conflict zones which shift our involvement oulside this
realm.

Im addlition to youth, this ssgment comprises the-vast majarity of those that
participated in the Quebec-based focus groups. Participants to these groups:
were alsa generally faidy strongly and widely opposed-to the mission.

Ntany aleo tack a solid understanding of the background ta this iasue.

They are poorly informed and do not exhibit & strong interest in Investing time
and effort ko enhiance their knuwladge




