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INTRODUCTION

A national consultation on human rights was held November 26-27, 1999 in Ottawa.
It was convened by the Honourable Lois M. Wilson, Senator. The consultation was
organised in collaboration with Iris Almeida, from the International Centre for Human
Rights and Democratic Development (ICHRDD); Tom Clark, from the Inter-Church
Cominittee for Refugees (ICCR); Bruce Porter, ftom the Centre for Equality Rights in
Accommodation (CERA); and Laurie Wiseberg, from Human Rights Internet. These five
individuals formed the Ad Hoc Organismng Comimittee for the consultation.

Three discussion papers were produced for the consultation, and sent ahead of time to
participants:

-"The Protection of Social and Economic Rights under the Canadian Human Rights
Act, " by Martha Jackman and Bruce Porter (Annex 1);

-"Civil Society Participation in the Process of Reporting and Momtoring
Implementation of International Human Rights: The Domestic Dimension," by Pierre
Bosset (Annex 2); and

-"Implementing International Huinan Rights Comrnitments: The Dîfficulties of
Divided Jusrisdiction," by David Schneiderman (Annex 3).

The 1998 Concluding Observations on Canada by the United Nations' Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the 1999 Concluding Observations on Canada
by the United Nations' Human Rights Com.mittee (Annex 4) were also sent to the


