
environmnental disputes discussed above.

ln the 1960s Québec's publie electrical utility, Hydro-Québec, announced that it would

develop the hydroelectric resources of norihern Québec in three phases. The La Grande complex,

to le cx>mpleted, in the 1 970s, was to be followed by the G3reat Whale and Nottaway-Broadback-

Rupert (NBR) projects. In spring 1972 the Crees and Inuit, the native peoples of northem

Québec, niçuw4ed a jegal cagmpaigu to hait the James Bay project. Hydro-.Québec continued

contrutio a th sut rogessd.Hydro-Québec believed that it had acted reasonably and

responsibly indawu pits plan for the exploitation of the province's ab~udant hyêroelcctric

resurcs. ydr-Qubecpoitedout that the rnajority of the Québec pole preferred

hydoelctrc dms ver otereergy sources. Also in 1972 the Québec National Assembly

p ass anEvrnetai Quality Act, but it exmted the James Bay projects from the

reqireentforenvronentl asesmet rcviews. In No>vember 1973 a Québec Superior Court

jude, o ll artes suprsegrate anùýucton alingcontrctin.A week later the Québec

invstd i ifratrctue or heproject it was not inthe general publicitrs to stop it. The

lad lara sttemntwith th Crees and Inuit. On $ov e 11, 17, the.ae a n

almst nemilionsqarekiomeersoflan, prmttigthegovrrmen thugt, heLa Grande,

Gre~t Whae an NBRhydocroect o ofrag h atpoie o osrcino


