
Conclusions

Events in Central America moved quickly after the Esquipulas II
agreement in August 1987. More recently, pessimism has again been gaining
ground as the peace process seemed to stall. The problem remains above all the
relative lack of a real "will to peace" among key political actors within the region
and outside it. If there is to be a resumption of the initiatives in favour of peace in
the area, it will require convincing these key political actors that they have more to
gain from peace than from continued war. The role of verification in the acceptance
by all parties of a peace agreement is simply vital, as is now generally agreed
among the five republics. This paper has shown what kind of verification might be
possible and what difficulties it might encounter, always keeping in mind that
discussing verification without a specific agreement to which to refer is not an easy
task.
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