Probably the first astronomical instru-
ment used in Canada, the astrolabe of
Samuel de Champlain, the father of
New France and hence of Canada, was
lost on a journey of exploration near
Ottawa in 1613. Some 254 years later,
in 1867, it was recovered and is com-
memorated in the statue represented
on the cover, which stands in the
shadow of Parliament Hill overlook-
ing the Ottawa River.
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