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the full spectrum of its roles and the de-
velopment of the emerging European
Security and Defence Identity, and en-
dorse the concept of Combined Joint
Task Forces;

• we reaffirm that the Alliance remains
open to the membership of other Euro-
pean countries;

• to launch a major initiative through a
Partnership for Peace, in which we in-
vite partners to join us in new political
and military efforts to work alongside
the Alliance;

" to intensify our efforts against the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and their means of delivery.

Transatlantic Link
2. We reaffirm our strong commitment

to the transatlantic link, which is the bed-
rock of NATO. The continued substantial
presence of United States forces in Europe
is a fundamentally important aspect of
that link. All our countries wish to con-
tinue the direct involvement of the United
States and Canada in the security of
Europe. We note that this is also the ex-
pressed wish of the new democracies of
the East, which see in the transatlantic
link an irreplaceable pledge of security
and stability for Europe as a whole. The
fuller integration of the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and of the former
Soviet Union into a Europe whole and
free cannot be successful without the
strong and active participation of all Al-
lies on both sides of the Atlantic.

3. Today, we confirm and renew this
link between North America and a Europe
developing a Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy and taking on greater responsi-
bility on defence matters. We welcome
the entry into force of the Treaty of Maas-
tricht and the launching of the European
Union, which will strengthen the Euro-
pean pillar of the Alliance and allow it to
make a more coherent contribution to the
security of all the Allies. We reaffirm that
the Alliance is the essential forum for con-
sultation among its members and the
venue for agreement on policies bearing
on the security and defence commitments
of Allies under the Washington Treaty.

spective of a common defence policy
within the European Union, might in time
lead to a common defence compatible
with that of the Atlantic Alliance. The
emergence of a European Security and De-
fence Identity will strengthen the Euro-
pean pillar of the Alliance while reinforc-
ing the transatlantic link and will enable
European Allies to take greater responsi-
bility for their common security and de-
fence. The Alliance and the European Un-
ion share common strategic interests.

5. We support strengthening the Euro-
pean pillar of the Alliance through the
Western European Union, which is being
developed as the defence component of
the European Union. The Alliance's or-
ganization and resources will be adjusted
to facilitate this. We welcome the close
and growing cooperation between NATO
and the WEU that has been achieved on
the basis of agreed principles of comple-
mentarity and transparency. In future con-
tingencies, NATO and the WEU will con-
sult, including as necessary through joint
Council meetings, on how to address such
contingencies.

6. We therefore stand ready to make
collective assets of the Alliance available,
on the basis of consultations in the North
Atlantic Council, for WEU operations un-
dertaken by the European Allies in pursuit
of their Common Foreign and Security
Policy. We support the development of
separable but not separate capabilities
which could respond to European require-
ments and contribute to Alliance security.
Better European
coordination and
planning will also
strenthen the

members, which remains a core function.
We reaffirm our offer to support, on a
case by case basis in accordance with our
own procedures, peacekeeping and other
operations under the authority of the UN
Security Council or the responsibility of
the CSCE, including by making available
Alliance resources and expertise. Partici-
pation in any such operation or mission
will remain subject to decisions of mem-
ber states in accordance with national con-
stitutions.

8. Against this background, NATO
must continue the adaptation of its com-
mand and force structure in fine with re-
quirements for flexible and timely re-
sponses contained in the Alliance's Strate-
gic Concept. We also will need to
strengthen the European pillar of the Alli-
ance by facilitating the use of our military
capabilities for NATO and Euro-
pean/WEU operations, and assist participa-
tion of non-NATO partners in joint
peacekeepjng operations and other contin-
gencies as envisaged under the Partner-
ship for Peace.

9. Therefore, we direct the North Atlan-
tic Council in Permanent Session, with the
advice of the NATO Military Authorities,
to examine how the Alliance's political
and military structures and procedures
might be developed and adapted to con-
duct more efficiently and flexibly the Alli-
ance's missions, including peacekeeping,
as well as to improve cooperation with the
WEU and to reflect the emerging Euro-
pean Security and Defence Identity.

NATO to improve capability to participate in UN,
CSCE and WEU operations.
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