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niond water supply for six hours. At 4.15
a.m. lire broke out in the heart of the busi-
ness centre. There was no pressure in the
water mains, the C.P.R. were, requisitioned
toe tart ai their pumps and the valves be-
tween their Kaminigtiquie. water pipe sys-
tex» and the city's pipes were thrown open
about 5 am. Owing to the largeness and
numbers of the city mains in comparison
te the capaeity of the C. P. R. pumps, or
te frosted pipes partly closed with ice, the
water at flrst, scarcely flowed out cf the
end of the fire nozzles. Then a fire engine
requisîtiened f ront the neighbering city,
was attached several blocks f rom the con-
necting valve cf the two systems and a
useful atreamt obtained. The C. P. R.
pamxps maintained 80 peunds pressure in
their water pipes, and the fire engine fore-
ed cut dirty water. Therefore, Kaminis-
tiquia water presumably get f reely into the
city mains.

Owing te, the hopcless pliglit the fire-
men were in for ever an heur, many spe-
cial alarms. were given, most cf the iu-
habitants were awakened and brought te,
their windows, Once at their windows
they saw the cause of alarm. There for-
tunately was an absence of wind, but in
spite of this an enormous conflagration
was making headway. Upon caIling up
flic central telephone exchange, they in-
fermed me that Loch Lemond water was
ehut eff. One immediaJtely cencluded that
the C. P. R. water was or would be forcedl
inte the city mains. Upon interviewing
the fire chief personally *at 5.30 a.m. he as-
sured me Kaminietiquîa water had passed
through the city mains. This autheutic in-
ormation led te the following steps being
taken (wîth the consent cf the Chairman
of the Board of Ilealth): - .- The office
cf the morning daily paper was visited and
thlere ît was learned that a special fire ad-
dition was being mun off, fer sale on the
streets only. A large space on the front
page was reserved for a "Boil the water
before usingyl announcement, and the rea-
son for thxe samne given, naxncly, that filthy
Kaministiquia water had been forced into
the city mains. IU.-Two thousand five
hundred copies were bought and arranged
te be delivered te every English-speaking
home in the eity by their circulation boys
before 9 a.n. Centract price, $75.00. 111.
-5,0Q0 red aprnotices-" Bell water

before using and why," were printed fOr
distribution by 9 a.m.

Then a visit to, the telephone eentral
was made, and 1,500 City users were noti-
fled ixnmediately by 'phone, that fllthy
Kaministiquia water had been pumped in-
to, the clean city mains, and -that the.
IIeaJth Department desired that the water
he boiled before using. This was ali that
could be accomplished before 7 a.m.

At 8 a.m. four foreign interpreters were
obtained. and instructed to visit every imuse
in the foreign sections, allotted to them,
and give a eopy of the red notices to, the
householders and interpret for them, what
had happened and why we wished themi te
boi' the water. This was important, be-
cause we have nearly 7,000 foreign inhabi-
tants out of a population of 21,000. Nezit
the sehools were <rdered te shut off ail ta~p
water supplies for drinking purposes-
Separate, Public and lligh Schools. Fin-
ally, the red notices were sent te all three
classes-of sehools and the te«chers requested
to verbally warn the children of the dan-
gers of drinking unboiled water, and 'te
ask them to take home a notice to their
guardians and tell those at home to be care-
fuI, and why they should bc.

Adve-rtising space was taken in the even-
ing daily papers and ail thec precautions
taken by the Health Department, as reeit-
ed here, were placed under the large type
heading at the top, "Boil all water for do-
mestie use," and these sentences added:-
"Please carry out this precautien diligent-
ly and consientieusly, even if yen doubt
the necessity. Insist on it being carried
out until Sunday next. "

Fort William during the next twe
months had two cases of typhoid fever,
prebably traceable te itR water jas the
cause, but one of these miglit have been
traced to other causes. Fort William had
no typhoid deaths from this episode. It
caneft be said that there were no extra
cases of diarrhoea, but the head office gain-
cd no know'ledge of any epidemic of sanie.

Knowledge or suspicion that civie w4ater
suppliesi may be infedted with pathogenie
organisms, warrants immediate action by
the offleers of healtli. IEvery resoureefuil
avenue should be used of conveying quiek-
ly te the users of water the fac't that it la
entaminated. The dangers te 11f e resuit-
ing from the eûntaxninaJion, if qtated, wiil
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