
CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JO1URNAL

The Fifth Sunday Movement
The other evening'we had the opportunity of a

long interview with the f ounder of the Fifth Sun-
day Movemnent in Canada. Our purpose in seeking
the interview was that one of the objeets of the
movement is to ultimately place candidates for
municipal honours tlirougliout Canada. Whatevei'
prejudices we miglit have had previous to oui' meet-
ing Mr'. Woodward, the gentleman in question,
were swept away after a few minutes conversation,
for no more sincere and salle exponent of any cause
could be met anywhere, and thougli we may even
have cause to criticise the platformn of the Fifth
Sunday Movement, wheii it cornes out, for the foun-
der and present manager We cannot lielp but have
the greatest respect and admiration.

The Movement 18 an educational and political pro-
paganda with the railroad men of the country-
about 80,000 -forming the bais thougli the idea
is to secure as members every worker in the iDomin-
ion-whetlier lie works wît h is hands or brain.
The potentiality of sudh a movement for good, or
evil, is enormous, for there is no doubt that thx'ough
the wonderful organizing ability of the founder the
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desired end in membership will be attained. Frank-
ly wcy believe that so' long as Mr. Woodward is lu
control, thc influence of the Fifth Sunday Move-
muent will be for good, particâ.larly lu edueating
the masses lu their duties as citizens. This lu
itself will be a new experience lu Canada, inasmueli,
it is thc, first attempt made by any mnovement lu
this country emanating from organized labour to
educate its own miembers along the Eles of citizen-
ship, and its responsibilities. One of the difficulties
thiat students of municipal reformu have to contend
with is the ignorance and apathy of the masses lu
eivic affairs, and no one will welcome an enligliten-
ed electofate-made up lu every urban eommuuiity
pirincîpall.y of workers-more than will the present
muonicipal administrations of Canada.

If then, the Fjfth Sunday Movement does nothlug
else but carry out its educational programme it will
be serving a useful purpose lu the building up of a
real Canadian dcmnocracy, and as sudh we wish the
promoters all success. So far as the rest of the
programme of the miovement is concerned we sus-
pend judgment until we can study the full plat-
form.
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