
APRIL 3Oth, 1885.] THIE WEEK.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE ATHANASIAN CREED.
-Vo thre Edit0r of The Week:

8S11,-Your issue of the l9ti March contaisset an article in whicbi the Athanasian
Oreeti is classed with such forgeries as the \Vjll of Peter tihe Great, tihe iFaise J)ecretais,anti the Donation of Constantine. Tise writer deals with tIse ''Crecti of Athanasiuis"I as
a IIliterary forgery,"I and mentions its " spuriounessI as " conclu.sively proved.I" Thsislias hati the effeet of puzzling nie. 1 was aware, long ago, tbat portions of this Rile
Of Faitb are too strong meat for some; andi the wioie tiiing, to sitiers, one awf nicrystaliized falsity, but tbien it was at iest a genuine faisity. Eivery Snniday-sclîooi
tyro knows that its author je unknown ; tbat it is aesociated witb tbe name of St.Athansius, flot as compileti by him, but ai cmbodying iu clear anti con~cise forithe great verities of tbe Faith of wbich, in bis day, lie was tise inost distinguisiieti
defenlder, as Arius was their tieatiuiest imupugner. 1 ans not aware that Atbanasius
eve- pretendeti to be the autisor or compiler of tisis creeti. 1 as n it aware tisatany o)ne bas ever supposed it to have been in existenîce, as a formi of doctrine, tili long
after bis time. I have neyer isearti tisat his ime was, hy its comipiler or any one cisc,fraiuislntlY affixeti to thse document. I know tisat, in substance, it contais wisat Atha-
nlasilla taught, anti wbat the great Augustine wrote, concerning Life, 1)cath, Ressirrection,Judrgmeflt, tbe Trinity, ami Retribution. I know tisat almnost every clause of it may befound in Augustine's works ; that every statement it contains is founded on'anti warrantcdby Ser'ipture, and is therefore truc. 1 know tbat for a tboissand years it-has stooti out,like a grim fortress, terrible witb cannon, cvery one of tbem poiriteti against somne tieadiy
iseresy. &nd I know that it ie unisalatbIe to moine, because of its inexorable attitusde ofosiliity to Your Miodern religious inaudlinissns. li a word, 1 ku-iew it was untier thse ban
as a "relic of tise tiark ages," freigbited svits lsigotry andi unsciaritabieness but it reinainetifor this Writer to opeis my eyes to the fact tisat it is '' epuriolss "-a ',forgery." IPlittissg
the 'fatter as bie does, tise reades is to infer tisat tise Churcli bas in tisis matter kisowingiyPerPetrateti or ait least sancjtioned, a wicked fraud. For argument sake let us agree tbattbe creeti is flot a correct statement of thse Trutis Even tisei tbere lias beers no frasdi lthe case. Iisdeet tihe Cburcb Catisoiic has neyer eveis sanctionict or enjoineti its lise, iiisOlssnn c)Uncil, as ebe titi witb tise shorter anti less expository syinbois. Tise Ainericuin

Chueh iasilionsdertey expungeti it; tbe Easterns Chutrch neyer atiopteti it. Ulsiver-8aliy, however, lu substance, it is beit. WVhat, tben, tioes tisis wniter mean wlieu bie8ays: "Nor did tbe effect is any of thse cases cease wben tbe imposLure xvas expose Il"?W bY, bie m8ns, of course, that tbe Cisurci hsd imîscseti a falsebooti anti ais inveistes,
Iforged ', falebooti at tbat-on Christendoin ; anti tisat, untier tise blaze of motirn iigbt,the 'i IIIfler IlCause ont. I wouid asie, is it manly or honourable tisus to smiiggie in anilference Wbici je groundiese ? wisicii, if true, wossîd be moet di~crctiitaijle to tise CbulCb ?anti Illich this writer intendts tîsat lis unwary reatiers shahl accept as truti ? I ask, is itJ uit to Place the bistory of tbe Atîsanasian Creeti ens snd2ich witis an instrument fabri-(ateti to Pronsote tise damnable scbemes of a Bonaparte, anti anothser inventeti for purposes

hardi>, ises diereputabie? 9a creeti evitiently imtcntid at any rate for tise bigliest guod of'isank'inti anti the5 giory of Goti. It bas no sort of kindreti or fellowsbip wisatever witb tisese
Pl'5ing Concoction ihriitauosip its nsature or its purpose ; anti tisis our autbori5 too weiia ane o eiter it atio sebip, dPte h ra "rvsttieegipe
of the reatI ati too ce lot toswouldlesyt is Pter timse t-rat "reviait teste n l ?se
WOui lO re nidïl repudiate the document, but we do not know wisethcr or not hiecfl nw rPudiate ite sentiments. It is ver>, probable tbat Isidore of Seville, as one

ildgPaers anog whom the Bieop of Roînle wae sissulpri j would reject witb
tien t hI Decretais"I wbicîî bear bis name, as faise in substance as weii as formn.

st aine bie affirmeti of Atisanasins ? Would hie ssot sa>,: " It is truc tisis documentbi, iny work-it wae flot conetructetib me; but Iendorse every word of it, anti 1mut1 Providence for so inagiiclent a bulwark of tise Faitis"? Ail this we ab-OitSY know. Wbers, tien, is thse "1forgery"Il? Wisere tise ''i: posture"I whicii, evenafe t 1"POsure' bats perpetîsateti ite terrible " eifects" li

prode of 'a, It is inuit iikeiy tis invaluable comsposition le not, even in form, tihe
a'Y Cbi~o hantir n age. Trcme false, ite dogma interpessetrates tise veryl'f O 0 hilteldm . Its cusemlies can hope for littie fromi fiank assaults or sandlwichelePrss-tîat oId but futile device of the crucifixion of tise Trutis betwcen tws thieves.

W nPeArl2,18. Yours truiy, J. MAY.

2e,1 dti INSOLVENcY LEGISLATION.

~5st, the . 1 Your iast issue of TiîE WVESc, iii treating of tise Bankruptcy Bili, yoiirelatin tOSItbl whicii I bave feIt it to be sny dssty to take iu tise natter of ieg'isiatioss
flt en eu>. 'You apparentl>, inisapprellenti nîy argumment, dossitiess tisrouglseliclose tg urnjehet witb wbat 1 bave su far advanceti; I tîserefore taie thse liberty tri

Iti o three hurriedîy.wnitten letters on tise sîsbjcct.
dicuso be regrett5e tat tise publiic press is su sbort-sigsteui as to close its coltiînais to
il isr flt thi8 bears against inenivsncy iegieiaticsn. Ail the papers I have asketi to

stO Itse bae efsei thougli I offereti ti lia>, for tiseir inssertion at ativertisisig rates.
anSid Ou' be a(, 80 that tise promoters anti ativocates of tise Biii wossid have toUste en iro e e tise grosseet oppression anti wrossg, flot yet even Isinteti at, dlonc

of essets of g sl te (PPortunit>, furniseet by a iaw proviisg for dlistributioni pre rfa
1 fliolvent riebtors, wosslui ho exposoti to tise iigist of dauy.Yeu WiUa' flot bave matie sny argumsîent ver>, clear iii tise iast lettes emicioseci to yoiî, tisosîgi

as£,le ri ot uslidereitanti what I menu, namsiy, tîsat ail statsstory iaw sisouii ise 830Rhiouid as te 00ostrain miens to observe tise iaws cf namture, andi con verseiy, tisat nu0 iaw
t am l~ Wlacf by tise State wliicii wiii tend ti icati men tus negicct tîsese iaws, or reieveaev isu'a t0 f their reslsossihilitice to Glui ansi to tîseir fciiowvmsi cf issfonsning themn-
in8lve peratioils cf tisse aws; huit thie very tsiîsg ail seciai laws reiatissg to

a nnwsi M 0 an rilY si0, anti tIserefore it woiuld roaiiy be mossre cosistesst to enact a iaw
Ouf re. frdieregarîlifg tise iaws of supllI> anti deusant tisan tri enact lsavs with

teiu nture wili alwasîy assert liesr civil prenuîgatives, andt situer hning back thse
oltetright wyo ieuetu> u,

Ils~ 'I wsP lio o serve tîst thruuglisîst 1 oîppose sîsciai insoive lsy egisatiou, not on tie
ro'but 0s1 luinciples cf justice andi riglstcosssssess.

Yomrs ver>, trul>,, Tumus. RITmCuîîE,
Pruiaiett Belleville JJisemd of TI'cdc.
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MA4 Y TIME.

WTITH throb of throstic ai-d with throat of wvreîï,
Fuli of soft cheepings cornes the ionged-for May;
With myriad mrnisuring life throughiout ecdi day,

It crows anti greens in grove and field andi glen.
Gleain marigoltis across eaceh fragrant fen;

The fields grow bright with dandelion gold
The buttercups are yeliow on tie woid,

Till ail tile earti is matie glati unto nien.

And thus May cornes rnost like some sylvan queen,
lier trailing garnients frinigeti with greeni anti goldi

And passes by with sinimer ani with sheeii
0f ail bier verdure, tili site reach ftie fold

That rose-crowned June wiil o1hf'r lier between
uis flower-wreatheti arms iii fragrances untolti.

J. ALMOND RITCIIIE.

ON THE ICE BREAJUNCu UP AT 7BELLE VILLE,
ihursday, 1tti April, 1885.

TIIE rnorning sun shines briglitly o'er the town
On this, the loveiiest day of eariy spring;

1 watch the busy streets both up anti down,
Anti think tirat winter iiow lias takenl wiiig.But Io the though-lt lias scarceiy taken slhapel
When through tue streets one cry is Isear-Il "The ice

The eagyer crowti fow for the river iniake,
Anti fill the city bridges iii a trice.

linge blocks of ice corne floating down tbe, streamn,
Smasiling the bouses buit ort eitber sie;

No bunian building can resist, 'twouid seemn,
Yet flic iast bridge bath stayeti tise powerful tide.

The water thus pent Up riust Enrdt a v ent,
So with a backward rush it fintis its \vay,

Anti town a street in volumnes it is sent-
The dwellcrs gaze upon it witlî disinay.

XVithin yon bouse an anxious motier stands,
With paie, set face, anti anguisi iii lier liîart;

Sic hears the rush-its imiport untierstands -
lier babe presseti to lier breast-îiaug',it sbail thcm part.

'Tis scarce a moment since she hleard that sounti,
Wiîen the fierce flooti brrsts iii the boiteti tioor;

She gains thc staircase witb one frantic bounti,
Anti joins bier cbiitiren on the upper fluor.

And through the open window now sic looks,
To sec ice, iiouse-tops anti verandais pass;

The rapiti streani no0 oppositioni brooks,
It sweeps away full miany a hosme, aias!

But tears of joy corne to ber weary eyes,
For coming towards bier wintiow is a boat,

Anti in it lier tiear husbani shc tiescrys;
Soon husbanti, wife anti chiltiren are aftoat.

Tiat tiny craft maires for tic nearest land ;
Anti tiongh their home lias been coînpleteiy wrecked,

This humble pair thank Goti, anti pray tbe hanti
Tiat bruiseti them on their helpiessness reflect.

DAVID MCCLEW.

LORD BRAMWELL ON DRINK.

IN a pamphlet written by Lord Bramweil for tic Essglish Libuerty anti
Proi)erty Defence League, wbici will siortly be publisiieti, ie says: "lTicre
arc couic opinions entertaiueti as houestiy, as stromîgly, anti after as muci
thouglît as tic opinions tu tise contrary, but wbicii ievertielees are put
forth in an apoiogetic way, as tisoug1 tiose wlîo Isulu them were doing
wrong and knew it, or at ieast tioing somcthing ticy werc nut sure about.
This apubogetic style existe in corne wlicu tic opinsion entertaineti is
rigiteous, just, murai, anti in conforsnfty witiî the practice of ail mankiud.
Tt exists wiere tiose who iold tic contrary say, anti are perumitteti by
tîscir opponents to say: ' We are tic riglîteous, tIse gooti, tic virtuous, and
yuu are tic wickcd, bad, anti vicions.' This is wlsat the total abstainers
and tise like say of thinselves anti tiose wlîu du not agrec with them. 1
arn une who doce not, anti I arn going to say wiy; and, as 1 tiink my
opinion as goti anti virtuous as theirs, with tic atiditionai menit of being
rigit, I arn going tu state it witiout asking pardon for it or myself.
Drink-ycs, drink! J mean by tliat drink wiich cheers anti if you take
too muci, inebriates. Drink ! Yes, alcohol, of whicii if you take too
mucli 'you put an cnemy in your mouti to steal away your brames.'
Drink, wiici miakes a man contemptible and ridiculous if usîder tic inîfluencc
of toco much of it. Drink, wbich ruins tise lîealth anti kilis tic uniappy wrctci
who persistently takes it to excese. IDrisnk !Ycs, 1 say it ie a gooti tiîing,
anti I think thc world would act very foolishly if it give it up. Why, if


