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the gerrymandering. It is contrary to the
genins of responsible government that a
small majority, possibly even a minority, of
the electors in a province should be able to
elect twice as many representatives as their
opponents, in either Provincial or Dominion
politics. Where shall a remedy be sought ¢
If not in minority representation, can it be
found in any system of cumulative votirg 1

SIR CHARLES TUPPER AND BRITISH
FEDERATIONISTS.

‘We commented last week on Lord
Brassey’s rejoinder to what seemed to us
the singularly ill-advised passage in Sir
Charles Tupper’s letter to Casimir Dickson,
Eeq., in which Sir Charles impugns the
motives of the most active members of the
Imperial Federation League in Great Bri-
tain, in connection with tte report of the
Committee appointed to draw up a scheme
for the proposed Federation. We are now
in receipt of a communication from Mr. A,
H. Loring, Secretary of the League in
England, requesting us to publish for the
information of our readers who may have
read Sir Charles Tupper’s letter, the follow-
ing notices of motion at the next meeting
of the General Council :—

To be moved by Lord Roay, G.C.8.L, G.
C.1E.: This Council regretsthat Sir Charles
Tupper should have stated in a letter to the

- Secretary of the League in Canada, that

‘the most active members of the Imperial
* Federation League were mainly intent on
‘levying a large contribution on the
‘ revenues of the Colonies for the support of
‘the Army and Navy of Great Britain,’ as
his statement misrepresents the object
which the most active members of the Im-
perial Fedcration League have in view, and
is calculated to injure the successful working
of the League.

To be moved by Sir John Colomb, K.
C. M. G.: Tkat this Council hereby affirms

that none of its members seek to ‘levy a

“large contribution on the revenues of the

Colonies for the support of the army and
navy of Great Britain,’ but that in order to
carry out the resolution upon which the
League was founded in 1884, it does desire
that the self-governing countries of the
Empire should agree to share in some fair
proportion in the administration and in the
cost of its defence,

The Sccretary encloses also a ccpy of
the report of the special Committee, with
thecontents of which our readers are already
more or iess familiar ; also a copy of the Fun-
damental Resolution adopted in November
1884, which is as follows:

* That any scheme of Imperial Federa-
¢ tion should cembine on an equitable basis
* the resources of the Empire for the main-

~*tenance of common interetts, and ade quately

* provide for an organized defence of com-
mon rights.’

We are aware that our attitude towards
the great project of Imperial Federation
does not entitle us to play the role of the
the mutual friend or adviser, but none the
less we think it deeply to be regretted that
anything should have arisen to mar the
barmcny which chould prevail between the
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most active and influential members of the
League in England and its ardent Cana-
dian promoter, the High Commissioner.

THE STUDY OF THE CLASSICS.*

The study of the Classics about which
I am asked to say something to the Associ-
ation is I fear an exhausted theme. There
is really not very much to be added to
what Milton said two hundred and fifty
years ago.

The world has been moving rapid’y dur-
ing the last half century in this as in
other Pé:spects. In my boyhood the
classies were the education of the wealthy
class in  England. Even mathematics
were not a part of our regular school work,
bul an extra. The mathematical teacher
wias not one ol the regular staff; the mem-
bers of the staff wore academical gowns
and to them the boys took off their hats.
It was said that when the mathematical
master on his appointment asked the Pro-
vost whether ha was to wear a gown
the reply was ‘“‘that is as you please.”
He then asked whether the boys were to
take off their hats to him; the repiy was
“that is as th'y please.,” Our curriculum
in the Upper School, that is for three,
four, or even five years was the same—
the Iiiad, the Aeneid, Horace, a book of
Greek prose extracts with a good deal of
Lucian in it, a book of Greek poetic ex-
tracts with a good deal of Apollonius Rho-
dius in it, and a book of Latin prose ex-
tracts of a better kind. We said all the
boetry aiterwards by heart. The Iliad
was our great book. It lelt its trace on
character. Matthew Arnold has a story
of an aged grandee wiho being asked to
g0 on an arduous diplomatic mission from
which he thought he would never return
made up his wavering mind in favour of
public duty by recalling the words of a
hero in Homer. The sixth form read part
of a Greek Play once a week with the head
master. We read other classics in the
pupil rooms of our tutors, in which rela-
tlon each of the masters stood out of
school to a certain mumber of boys. For
the Neweastle Scholarship and Medal, for
which we annually competed in Classies
we studled by ourselves; and some boys
befare they left Eaton had made the ac-
quaintance of a very respectable num-
ber of authors. FEach boy had a room to
himself and eve ything favoured volun-
tary study. Great stress wwas Iaid on
Greek and Latin composition, especial'y
on the writing of Latin verses, an accom-
plishment which will soon be extinet, but
in Eton in my day was the passport
to the greatest honour and was realiy
carried to a high point for boys, as a
glance at the Musae Etonenges will show.
Thus was trained the brilliant genius of

'(‘anm]ng, and other scholarly statesmen of

that stamp. But all this belongs to a
past age; to the age of old Provost Good-
411 with his wig, knee breeches and buckies,
wlho by his command of the Eton influence
turned the Great Western Railway out of
its course, and, as it was said, when the
mail came by railroad would never have
his letters brought before the time at
which they ought to have come by coach.
More than two generations have passed
since in that old yard where we

* A paper read before the Classical Association, of
Ontario, by Prof. Goldwin 8mith, Hon. Presicent, at
the annual meeting, 1892,
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assembled bejore schiool r‘f‘md ;1:31 wheré
of our founder Hemy the sixti: jtors ¥
the forms of distinguished v}s\lapole
often seen, I took Lhe band of - ozy‘mp'
Marshal Soult and gazed on the 25
brow of Daniel Webster. Etotl:een
reformed. Mathematics have jence
moted to their proper place 8¢ p Etos
been introduced. The life ij;ble
boy has been made more prof well be:
laudable; happier it could not i

At Oxford, education was ®
sical, Mathematics holding ﬂomlze. w
equal but really a much lower Pl?lu.e'!ce {
at Cambridge, owing to the D ce ot
Newton, they held the higher P13 ¢ Ttk
classics at Oxford included A“ﬁleh a
osophy and Ancient History @ n, ATl
tain amount of modern illustratl?er"s Ap-
totle being supplemented by But i
alogy and sermons. It was BO 1y and
training; it not only exercised indu8 excm?d
called forth intellectual effort t"“t of B
an interest in the great Q“estlcnsno '
manity. To tha phrase ‘litera€ huma ouf
indeed, it corresponded very we se with
study of Aristotle was intercoul
a grand intelligence, though we 8¢ prov®
lights which evolution has noVW
on the subject. jit:t

The Classieal elass list-of 0517
certainly given to England 2 }ouSﬂm
of statesmen and leaders of opinio® New”
the leaders of opinion being cardin® Fpé"
man. Even the financial syste® Oxwrﬁ
laud has been largely the work Oe pave
first class men in Classics and e et
supplied a large quota of those per -
undersecretaries of Government inlst™®
ments who have the ordinary a4 Lord
tion of the Country in their bands: nteoed
John Russell, as a scion of an enli® o OFF
Whig House, instead of being #08% Dol g
of the old Universities was sent Url :
burgh, but I have heard that aft't;lce fof
experience he expressed his prefere = p
Oxford and Cambridge as schools :
lic mea. wer?

The fatal defects of the Systeu; e®
first that It excluded, and almost 8% oge
ed to ignorance and idleness, a1 igt
aptitude was not for the humani®’ pat
for the positive sciences; and gecond’¥ pose
it failed with all but the elite: =~ g5
who did not read for Honours, t a e
men as they were called at OXT
poll men as they were called at 0a®®
got nothing but a miserable sm? pos”
of Greek and Latin which could 1;)0 waY¥
sibly have had any value either P and
of knowledge or by way of traini® pack®
which they lost as soon as tlleixile i
were turned on the University. woB
of many, perhaps of most of th'em’acted
worse than wasted since they €00~ gi-
not only habits of idleness and eﬁveﬂ o
ture, but distaste for reading. judge
the classmnen not many if I mﬂycqualn’
from what I saw among my oW?2 %&nnjn&'
tance kept up ‘their Classics. als o
did; Lord Gremville did; the MM?;S o
Wellesley did and after his famo™® C,e
consulate and his long public 1if¢
his beautiful Latin lines on a WeeP 7,
low. Pitt used classical quot® po?
whether he kept up his classics“lméwau
otherwise appear. Sir George (“Ows t
Tewis kept up not only his ClasS™
his clagsical erudition and contin? aced
researches when he had become one h28
lor of the Exchequer. Mr. Gladst
done the same.
known as Robert Lowe, seemed 88

'8

oridf"

wi
ng'n’;

he
Lord Sherbrook® T .

IR

TR

bttt i




