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But old leaders, who have successfnlly grappled witlua
an existing cvii, are seldom inclined te engage iu new t
confliets. In our own day, indeed, we see Mr. Gladstonei
ever enthusiasticily active, as soui as the battienuents cf i

some long-standing wrong have been cavried, at once t
again charging for furtiier reforni. Snch, however, is net e
the experience cf mankind, and such was net the disposi-i
tien cf Mr. Baldwin, nor cf Mr. Lafoutaine. They hiad 1
beth given the best yeavs cf their lives te eue reformi.j
They had triumphed. They now acted as if balieving thata
nothing more reniained te do but te enJey the blessings ofo
what had been donc. 'rhey(lid netrespondteoth(etentlitisi- e

astie ardeur cf the younger recruits in their party, whoc

iuupetuously called for an iiniediate charge upon çiergy

reserves and feudal tenuire anti upen everything that was yeti
standing cof family compact and ligarchicai rule. Fuar front
mioving ouward, they hotu withdrew from power and frein
public life shortly after the signal triunîph which they had

jut achieved, leaving the reins of the (>'vernuuîcnt iin tic
haud8 cf Messrs. Hlincks and Morin. Tlhese were welii
kniown and well tried Liberals. Yet whlie advancing, stili
they were moviug toc slowly te keep abreast of the ever

ireatng current in faveur o? reform. Even in te Filuse
as constitutedl their nîiajcrity was gradually but irretrievably
dwindliug; net hecause TIories were getting stronger, bu',
because Liberal views and I bberal principles were beon-

iîîg boîtier and muoi-e!aggressive as tluey bccaniue more
uiffued through the conumunity, and when that Parliauruent
camue te ait eud, in 1854, the elections which teck place left
the Goveruiment 4tillI weaker.

Thle eetocf I1854 were rcuarkable. They lrouglut
te the represeutation of Lower Canada, te fli the rattks
cf the Liberal purty, a galaxy o? able sud brilliant niten,
whose culuals in ability, courage and enthiusiastit the
Province has neyer ince mstred. la the first. place was

Mr. lDorion, lected for the great mnetrepolis cf Montreal,
then inu lis thirty-seontlî yeatr, already truste-'d and
respected for the vast iearniîug, the legal acunuen, the higlh
character which had marked his career at the bar. Next
caine Josephî Papin, a tribune of great poer ; Charles
Joseph Laberge, a classicai eratr ; Charles Daeust, a
broad, limpid and sure id ; Jean Baptiste Eric Dorien,
a brother of Mr. I)orion, fervent, eloquent, intrepid, ftar-
le8s, oe eof the noblest hearts that ever beat in this land
or any land. With the single exception cf Mr. I)oriouu,
ail those cienrt that tinue ful cf ife anud vigour, ardent

and hopeful, were destined to die ycuîîg, net one cf theuît
attuiuiîg the fulli uîeasure cf hispjowcns. iîey rcpresented
thtat more advanced section cf the Liberal party, which
was already designated as the Rougesp. By the corttrtoî
consent of ail Mr. l)orion was chosen as their leader.

The uîinistry, finding tiienselves hopelessly in thc,

minerity, had te resign, and the Governer calledl upotu Sir
Allait Macuab te forai a new administration. ['hentrock
place theî fainuu coalition bctweent ii ori f ? pper

Canada and the Liberals cf Lower Canada. Thle Lower

Canadian section cf the lateý cabinet, headed b)y Mir. Morini,

jined the new admtinistration. [t is due te those Liberals
te say tîtat they then nmade ne sacrifice o? opinion, while on
the other hand Sir Allan Macnab and lus Tory coloagities
front Upper Canada kicked away, without any ado, their

professed primciples cfintany yeaurs, and undtertook te carry
inte execution chtose uteasures cf reforni long setit bly
the Lberais, long fought by theniseives: the abolition cf

clergy reserves t Upper Canada, the abolition cf feudai

tenure iii Lewer Canada. AIl opposition beitîg thtus

reioved, ciergy reserves and feudal tenture a'ere lit oui.

4wept away b fore the tnaninsous consen,4uý cf public
opinion.

There now remîained ne irritating question pressing for

a solution. Ail the clii abuses whîch tu fornmer years ltad
gcaded the people te rebehiion had been removed by thie

natural working of tie new institutions. 'Phe bitter passions,
which the new institutions had at ene tinue prcvcked, had
usubsiied. T[he reciprocity treaty which had jttst contte imte

force, ceîiig opportunely ini the lull following the pelitical
excitenut cf muany yearsm hiad opnedl an cia cf unprece-
dented prosperity.

Tihis vcry state cf things now develeped a 110w cvii,

which, indeed, was inherent te the Constitutiont, iut whichi

grea tir evils, nmore pressing questions, more urgent wants,
ahsorbing for a long tirne public attention antu taximug
publiceîmergy, ad left ccmparatively unfeit.

'lite rutperial Act cf 1840, which lad re-united the two

Provinces, 4evered by William Pitt, fty years before, was

a net cluutîsy instrument, replete with difficuities alînost
insuperable. The new Constitution estabhislied a purely
legimiative union: a single Legisiature for twe Provinces
îlbfering in everytling cxcept a coninmion allegîsuice, anîd iii

tlîis single Legisiatuire it was an organie disposition titat

the nuither o? representatives was te be the samne frouuu

fach Province, without any reference to population. Ne

eue nw disputs that represemtatien according te popu-
lation is a fir, just and scund priuîciple. But equality of

repiesetîtatien for each Province had beenu recomrîtended
l'y Lord Durham for a purpose, and adopteti on his su-

grestion. Lower Canada, at the time cf tUic union, had the

langer population, but the loyaity cf the French popula-

tion wats not trusted, and Lord Durhani thought that

equality cf representatiouu in sich Province wouid give te

the Euglish population, as its aggregate nunubers bu the

two Provinces gave it a majority, an effective means of

keeping the others in check. Thus did he state is views
inIi lusreport:

-,if the population of Upper Canada is rightly estinia-

ted at 400,000, the Eugiish buhabitants of Lower Canada
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a150,000, anid the Fretcno, 450,000, the union of the
two Provinces would not only give a clear Eniglish major-
ity, but one which would be increased every year by the
influence of English immigration ; and 1 have littie doubt
that the French, when once placed by the h gitimuate
course of events andi the working of natural causes in a
minority, woul'J abandon their vain liopes of nationàlity.
1 do not incan that they would immediately grive up their
present anim-osities, or instan tly renounce the hope of
attaining thecir cnds îîy violent nîcans. Btit the' exp ýriencp,
of the twvo unions in the British Isies ntay teach us bow

eflectualiy the stronga arm of a poptilar Leg(i8iature, woul<l
compel the obedience of the refractory population."

These views of Lord Durham, expressed in this cold,
implacable language, could not but create, througheout the
whiole French population of Le)wer Canada, a feeling of
intense bitterness against the new Constitution. When
Vir. Papineau returned froin exile, the tirst public words
which he uttered were in impassioned condemnation of
the, wlole act of union. After hiis re-appearance in Parlia.
muent, lie took the early occasion of the address, in the
Session of 1849, to repeat those attacks on the floor of the
flouse. lIe was particularly empliatic and bitter ini lus
denunciation of the disposition enforcing equality of
represcutation for each Province. On this point he was
squarely nwt by Mr. Lafontaine, who was Prime Minister,
and had at his liack the support of a powerful rîîajority.
Ilt pointed out with great force that, unuler existing
cireui stanceq, under the act of union, such as it liad loeen
framced, with a total absence of checks te restrain the
rnaJority, tîteo application cf the princîple of representa-
tien by population would ho virtuaily to place the smnaller
Province undler Uic, subjection of the other; tîtat lie w ould
not impose it on Upper Canada while she was the iveaker,
nor concede it to her if she becamie the strongyer.

No one wai imore qu:tlified thano Mr. Lafont:îine te
use this lanigutgo. I t had l)een the plan and design of
Lord Durhanm to have the unitedl Province of(anl
ruled by the strong bhand of an Engisb majoiyoi
French uinerity, bUt ut i4 to the eternal giory oif Mr.
Lafonitaine and Mr. Baildwin that they inauügurated and
successfuliy carried out a policy based upon aL broader ani
more generouq conception of human motives and interests.
They substituted principles for race as the rai lying gr-ound
cf parties ;t hey avoidial the bitter passions anîd dangerous
Conflicts which di visions firundledcon race andi rel uust
ever engender ; thoy brouglit togel(ther English Liberals ani
Lrencbi Liberals and gave tltem icommnon aspirations te look
to> a (0(11meut iaim te pursue.

Vet thîýre ci h o e leulbr tîat the priniciple a Ivecateul
by Mr. 1>apiineau ami oppesed lîy Mr. Lafointaine was troc,
but the Coenstitution was sadiy deficient, whiclu i ide fair
inind(d unen rpsist the ocanemiorn ef a truc principle, froil
the legitîmnato apprehieisieit ef placing in the hbands o? the
mua erity a power unchecked by anly constitucolial safe-
gruarti te tc iînerity. 'Ple cvil wasiniiitIltCori- il ttiom
andti ust always have cau4cd agitation. WVbichmc(vcýr
Province hiad num;bers on iti sitie was certain te claiir the
prependerance whiich legitimnately appertainu te numubers.

At that tîme, howevev, tie conte.st wa4 not carricd
vvry far ; the 01(1 grievatnces wluich had long cngagtd Uie
bitter centenitions o? parties continued, as ton'g as te
liai not hen abated, te put every other question under
the shad'ý. Now at length, in [85, the last of those irri-
tatin"g issues was settled by the renioval of the clcrgy
reserves and tii,, feudl tenure. I n the icantinut the
re4pectiv- position cf thc t'o IProvinices, in a niiest imtper-
tarît feature, had tee totaliy reversed. Under the new
institutions Uppor Canuada had pregressed withi gilgantie
strides. As fereseen by bord D)urhamu, her population hall

hIl ii nras, every year lmy tîhe influence of Engliali
emugrattion" it alrîady outniunbered and was every day
more and more out.nunberinir the population o f the Lower
Province.

tri a new cou ntry, where everything is te bc created and
developed, where rcads, canais, harbours are questions cf
primary import-ance, public expenditure became correspond-
ingly important. Prospcrity was incrcasing and spread.
ing throughout the ]and generally, and the public revenue,
without any additional taxation, wa4 rapidly swelling.
TItis very state cf rhinýgs, this very promperity cuîtributed,
in ne inconsiderable degree, te again force upwards the
question cf representatiou by population. TPire Refermers
cf Upper Canada now teck up, in behaîf cf their ewn
Province, the position adopted by Mr. Papinueau, at an
earlier day, in behialf cf Lower Canada. Thiey argued that
since the people cf IJpper Caniada had a larger population
anti ccntril)uted more largely te the revenue, it was but
simîple justice that in the application of Uhc revenue they
should ho allowed a proportionate voice. Thle question
htall ncw te île faced and settled.

The twc years which followed the elections of 1854
brought proniiniently te the front four mnen whîo were te
bie the chie? actera in the coming conlict, Mr. John A.
Macdonald and Mr. Cartier, whc wetîe new at the heati cf
the Governmeîît, and on the other side cf the lIeuise Mr.
Brown and Mr. Dorien.

The position of Mr. Macdonald and cf Mr. Cartier,
assurned frein the first and te the iast maîntaiued, was tliat

1tliert- was noe vii te remuedy, that the constitution was as
perfect as it couid be under existing circumstances, and
they steadily opposed ail demands cf referro. Mr. Brown s

ipolicy, uîost vigorously presecuted for years, was that the
principie cf representation by population was right and
just, and, therefere, with or- without constitutienal changes
ought te boa conceded and applied. But representation by
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opulation without constitutionai alteratieus and modifi-
catons would have subjected eue Province te the other,
as clearly pobnted eut by Mr. Lafontaine some years before.
It m-ay perhaps be sabd that the application of a pviîu-
ciple admtttted to be just and fair neyer could work any
rt-ai injury te any eue, and that its effects sluould neyer
lie dreaded. Se, inideed, it eught to be; se, indeed, it wouid

be, if ail elements bu the community had exactly iden-

tical passions and intereats ; but se long as men are drawn
in different directions by conflicting passions aud interests,
especialiy thuose passions and interests whîiclî have their
foutudation in historicai associations anti religieuis convic-
rions, it mnust ever bc the duty cf statesinen, even bin tîe

application of the truest puinciple, net te place in the
hands o? thi iajerity an ubselute, unclu cked power cf
working te the fullest extent bts ewn conceptiort cf riglut,
and te iay a rutulesa baud upon wlîat the minority May
deeni right and sactcd. When Mn. Papineau demandcd
representation liy population, the people ofLJpper Canada,
xvhose Province had then the smalier population, strongly
cpposcd lus policy ; bn tIre sanie way the people o? Lower
Canada, under the altered rel.ative condlition cf the Provin-

ces, strentuously resisted the santie policy, wlîen presented
by Mr. Brown.

Mr. Dorien enunciated the trîue principle which
alone could prove an adeqtuate reforni te tic undoubtcully
existiuîg cvii. As early as tutt session cf 1856, lue fornu
lated it im the fcllowing notice cf motion

Pitrat a cemmirtee be appointed te enqhuire iiîto the

mýatis whiclî should be adopted. te forait a new politicul
artd legislative organizitien cf tht' heretofore Province-; of

tJpper atiid LowoYr Canuada, cither by thue establishument of
their formner territorial divisions or by a division cff cacît
Province, se as te forsi a confederation, ltavîng a Federul
(lovornîtent anti a Lgcal L-gislature foecd one cf thue
itew Provinces, andti t deliberate as te tue course wlîich
shouli ho adoptedti teregulato tic allairs cf unîted(Cani-
aula, iin a ianner wluich weuld. be equitable toe liffei1~r-
ont sections o? thie Province."

It vcqtuires uto argument at tluis day te satisfy evotycuue
tîtat the idea bort' prcpounied by gr. l)onion was the
riglut oee that a federative uniton was the only feri o?

govî'rnîîemt whicli could satisfy aIl interests, conciliate
coruflictinig passions and 4 ive toecanuud te aIl sections a full
rueasiure o? justice. Met Mr. I)oriou uutver followeump the
itia whuiclt lite liadi tîrr80secleunly imuunciated. 'T'he

reasoru i4 tîat, meitlttr at tîtut tirti' uer at auîy timue tlmuiinc
luis pelitical career liai hie a followigig large emueugh fnoiut
Itis owîu Provinuce to enable Iitint, as a parliitentany le'ader,
te assumeu an aggressbve altitude.

A moidification had tuken place in thse public opinion cf
Lower Canatda, wluich perînaneutly atictcýd it, andîlwlîicm
bu'cauiie fer Mn. Dorien and bis party an insuperable
obstacle. No politicai coalition ever teck place whîich diii
trot iuivol vi, at senti' tinue, the sacrifice of imtpontanut princi-
pli-s l'yoeeof thti contractiiig parties. [I tIhi coalition of

18~5.1, thie sacrifice was mamie by tic Corusenvativî's cf IJpper
Canada, whîo kucît down te adore what they had previously
burnt. But fros the moment the two vexed que'stions cf
the day, clergy reserves and feudal tenure 1usd been 4ettled,
tue Censervative element cf the coalition gYradiîally roset
up until it hiad inally and completely absorbed the Liberal
chient criginaliy furubslîed by Lcwer Canada. Indeeti
tîte ncw vecruits, as is ever the caise with couverts, socu.
out 7'oried the Tories. Iu tlîe Upper Province the party lias
always preserved the nase cf Liberal-Conservative which
bt at tirst assumed. [ n the Lower Province the new party
sltook off every vestige of those principles wliich it
ltil ut crue tiîue uphieid as the champion cf rî'formni, amni
thme day campt wheu it shunnied witLî horvor tîhe very naineîs
cf Liberal and Liberalisut. This was tîte recrt c f peculiar
causes peculiarly affectiiug the Frenuch population cf Lewer
Canada.

Those wio have followed the history of the Ronman
C:rthoic Churclu bu continental Europe, Frarnce, Belgium,
ltaly, for the last forty years, are awarc tluat ump te a coin-
parativcly vecent peried a bitter struggle was waged hetween

twc classes cf Cathoies, the Ultraînontanes on the oee side
aud thoeLiberal Catholicq ou the other side. Lt would bn,

iificuit te neluce te au actual definitien the exact ground
tf differenco between thîe two rival schools ; it wus mt-
theoretical sud alostract tlîau real and practical. iJitranion-
taiiiqiiropreseiîted and enjoincd au absolute hostility te
titi spirit e? modeiernf reedon and progrss: Liberal C atholi-

cmuu blaud 1 tewards the acceptation by the Chuurclu of the
itew id<'as andmipnincipl--s, repnisented by mîodern freedon
anîd progness.

The controvergy nMay bc said te be uow over ; the Ultra-
rnontaue view seellis te have everywhere prevailed;
inuleod wluen the noble lives cf Monttalemtbert and Lacer-
(laine came te an end,,what was known as Liberai Catioli-
ci4in became a thing cf the past. But whilc it lastcd, the
c>ntrover4y was nsaiutairued on either side with impas.
sioned vigour, by writers cf great eminence. It radiateul
from bts focus throughout the whoie Cathiode world, anti
i nio part cf the Catholic worid did it evoke keener puas.
sions than bu tic Roman Catholie population of Lower
Canada.

Manifestly the point iuvolved bu the dispute was
purely doctrinal, aud couid net be heid, by any proceasscf
reasoning, te apply te the organizaticu cf pehitical parties
bu constitutional countries. Yet, strauge as it uuay
cees, the whole cf the ceutroversy was introduced
bodily bute the political questions suhmitted te the edec-
tors cf (bis country, and upon whtich Protestant edec-
tors as weil as Caithoiic electors had te pass judgment,

~lt


