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A Ila1cs' ies ,contributionss, and lef ferson suatt ri pcrfai ing t theeditoria 1

deuartment s/ould bc addressed bto th Editor, and not to any other
pertoss who issy bc supposed to bc connecied wifth thepaper.

IF the sensational telegrams from Newfoundlancl are flot

pure fabrications, which is hardly supposa ble, the
situation in that Island is really very serious. We do

not refer particulariy to the threats of immediate heroic
measures, either sanguinary as against the Frenchi aggres-
sors, or revolutionary as against the Mother Country, but

to the general effect, not only upon the condition of the
Isianders, but upon the future of the colonial relation. It
is most unfortunate from every point of view, and must be
specially discouraging to those who cherish dreams of
strengthening and perpetuating the bonds uniting Great
Britain with lier American colonies, that each of those

colonies sliould have an inveterate and seemingly irrecon-
cilable difficulty witli a great foreign nation. In the case
of Newfoundland it is not easy to foresee the issue. Every
one can sympathize with the intense indignation which
every citizen is said to feel at the thought of seeing im-
portant and, to a certain extent, exclusive territorial
riglits on their own shores given over to another people.
Tlie tbing is an outrage upon every local sentiment, to say
notbing of its bearing upon important material interests.
But what the Newfoundlander cannot, we suppose, be eix-
pected to consider, is the riglit and wrong of the matter
according to treaty. If these rights are secured to France
under the o]d bond, the fact that they are ruinous to the
industries and repugnant to the feelings of the Isianders
cannot abrogate the treaty, or cancel the French daim.

And this is, of course, what the Britishi Government lias
to consider. lier representatives in former days may have
sworn to the hurt of the present colonists, but tlieir suc-
cess8ors cannot now, in lionour, repudiate the oath. 0f
course the Island Government and people are very sure
tluat the treaty conveys no sucli riglits as are now ciaimed
by France, and temporarily conceded in the modu8 vivendi,
and it must be admitted that, in the absence of tlie other
Bide of the argument, their view seemas very plausible. on
the merits of tliat question we cannot venture an opinion,
thougli it is liard to conceive that the Salisbury Govern-
ment wouid concede so mucli, even for an hour, had the
matter been so one-sided as the enraged colonists seem to

think. The fact tliat tlie Newfoundland Government was
nlot even consulted is ertainly exasperating, but is easiiy
explained on the supposition that the Britishi Government,
having decided that it wae eitber riglit or politic to
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mafre tlie arrangement, knew well, by past experience,
that to ask the colony's consent would be useiess, whule
its refusai and btter opposition would only complicate the
matter. Nevertlieless, it is clear that if the Mother
Country liad really cared mucli for tlie welfare and good-
wiil of tlie colonists she wouId have endeavoured to settle
tlie Frenchi daim and, if need be, buy its relinquisliment

at almost any cost, in the interests of international peace
and colonial loyalty and prosperity.

APART, however, from any question as to the true inter
pretation of tlie Treaty of Utrechit, it is certainiy too

mucli to expect that the people o! Newfoundiand sliould

acquiesce in any settiement which, as Sir Cliarles iDilke

says, would Ilinvolve the exclusion of the Britishi popula-
tion o! a Britishi Colony from the occupation of the soul

and f rom the worlring of mines in a large portion of the

interior." The question tlien arises, IlWliat can they do V'"
Resist the Frenchi operations vi et armis, as tlie hot-beaded

are said to be advising 1 The idea is absurd, inasmudli as,
to say nothing of the inabiiity of a few tliousand colonists
to cope witli France, the Britishi Government would be
bound to carry out tlie agreement and prevent any violence.
The oniy argument in favour of so desperate a course is

tliat based on the hope that the efiect would be to arouse
the Britishi people to interest tliemselves in the matter. t
rniglit be supposed that they would liardly be quiet spec-
tators while their slips were being used to compel their
own colonists to submit to the domination of a foreign
nation on their own soul. I"Let Newfoundland join the
Dominion," say some super-loyal Canadians. Sncb advice

must imply, we suppose, either that Canada will fight the
battle of tlie Iglanders on lier own accounit, which is

absurd, or that lier greater influence will prevail witli the

Britishi Government to do for lier wliat it refuses to do for

Newfoundland, whicli is far from complimentary to Great
Britain. Renounce Britishi connection, and appeal for aid
to the United States ? There are many unlikely conditions
involved iu snch a proposaI. Ysit it is psrlaps not quite s0

chimerical as it miglit at first thouglit appear. Would

Great Britain' consentt It is liard to say. There would be
a strong repugnance on the part.of many of lier people to
retaining, the colony by force, after failing to preserve
intact tlie territorial riglits of tlie coloniats. Moreover, a

good many would be willing to :get rid of an island of
small value as the easiest way out of a vexatious difficulty.
Would the United States accept tlie proifered allegiance
and undertake tlie quarrel with France?1 t is very unlikely,
in any case, and almost ont of the question without Eng-
land's consent. At the same time the appeal wouid, fer
varions reasons, come home powerfully to the American

politicians and people. It wonid tickle the national
vanity immensely. Tle isiand is the key to an important
position. Its acquisition would be a step in the direction
o! Il tanifest destiny." France would be less arrogant
witl tlie United States than with England, and the United
States would be, perhaps, more determined witli France
becanse of the freedom o! tlie great American Republic
from the dread of European complications. But it is
useiess to mltiply conjectures, especially as it is quite
probable tliat tlie situation is not so serious as alieged, or
that tlie ebullition of outraged interest and sentiment may
soon exliaust itself, and tlie people resign tbemselves to a
situation which, liowever liard, they cannot lielp. We can
only await developments, watching the effect upon tlie
British Parliament and people of an agitation whicli may
any day have a parallel in Canada.

W HAT is legitimate patronage? Wlien the Ontario
Government is accused of wasting the people's money

by muitiplying registrarships, Premier Mowat retorts that
lis opponents wish to deprive the Government o! some of
its patronage. A despatcb from one o! the Maritime
Provinces assigns the unwillingness of the Local Govern-
ment to give up some of its patronage as tlie reason for its
refusai to bring about the abolition o! the Legislative
Council. Patronage is regarded as one o! the strongliolds
o! the Ottawa Government, and is even said to be the
cause o! jealousies amongst tbe Cabinet Ministers. Tlie
generai tenor of ail sudh discussions seems to take it for
granted that there is snch a thing as legitimate patronage,

$300 per Annum
Single Copies, 10 Cents.

which is one of the riglits or perquisites of the men in
office, and that it is the abuse, net the use of tliis means of
influence whicli is to be deprecated. AIl tliis must mean,
if it means anytliing, that tlie power of appointment to
civil offices, whicb is vested in tlie members of tlie Govern-
ment, is not simply a trust to be conscientiously used for
tlie good of the country but also a means of private advan-
tage, by whiclitlie man using it may be enabled to enlarge
the sphere of his personal influence, and hlep to keep him-

self and lis party in power. To what a low ebb have our
politics fallen when sucli ideas can be countenanced and
approved on botli sides of tlie House. ls it, then, only a
myth or a tradition that the Executive of the country are
the servants of the people, and tliat the Minister or other
liigli officer wlio makes even the most insignificant
appointment to office, on any other basis than that of fit-
ness, proves unfaitliful to a solemn trust? It will be said,
no doubt, that fitness is nlot disregarded in appointments,
and tliat the honourable party principle is that, other
things being equal, thie Minister is justified in giving a
lucrative office to a political supporter ratlier than to a
political opponent. But the trouble is l:lat other tliings
are seldom equaI, and were it otlierwise, the fact that the

officer wliolias tlie patronage is keeping in mind some con-
siderations otlier than tliose of the public intereet is putting
it out o! bis own power to decide simply witb a view to
the public well-being.

F ROM the logical standpoint the conclusion reacbed by
tlie Ontario Glovernment and embodied in the Tax

Exemption Bill, as a result of its inquiries in regard to the
subject, is a most lame and impotent one. What possible
reason can be given why the land on whicli a church is built
sliould be taxed for local improvements, and not for gen-
eral municipal purposes, or wliy tlie land sliould be taxed

and the buildings exempted, and so forth ? Nevertbeless,
as practicai legislation, the Bill is, doubtless, a step in the
riglit direction. Sureiy every clergyman in town and city
must feel gratified that an undeserved stigma bas at
lengtli been wiped out, and that lie is henceforth to taire
bis stand side by side with bis fellow citizens as one able
and willing to bear bis share of tbe burdens of citizenship.
Now tbat a commencement bas been made, the procesa o!
wiping out unjust exemptions and putting ail citizens and
ail property on an equality in respect to municipal riglits
and dutieâ, will be extended until it can no longer be said
that any citizen, no matter wliat lis creed or nationaiity,
is forced by law to contribute directly or indirectly to the
support of institutions in which lie dosflot believe. It is
gratifying too. to observe that tbe movement is being
forwarded, not mainly by sucli classes as tbose just
alluded to, wlio suifer the wrong, but by the churclies, or
some of tliem, which tliemselves profit by the exemptions.
Witbin the last few weeks petitions have been presented
to the Legilatures at Ottawa, Toronto and Quebeo, praying

on behaîf of a convention of delegates, representing tbe
Baptists of the two provinces, that ail tax-exemptions, al
grants to denominational institutions of every kind, and

everything in the nature of the support of religion by the
State be done away witli, and ail citizens thus put ont
footing o! perfect equality before the law. The example is
wortliy of imitation. ___

T HREE points of considerable importance are involved
in tbe question o! the Scliools in the Frenchi districts,

whicb were the subject of an animated debate during the

closing hours o! tlie session of the Ontario Assembly.

These pertain to the teaching of Engliali, the language of

instruction, and the teacbing o! French. It can scarcely
be cenied that Mr. Craig and Mr. Meredith succeeded in

convicting the Minister o! Education o! a certain amount
o! recklessness of statement, to say the least, touching the

first point, in bis statement in the House during the session
of 1888-89. Ail are agreed that Engiisb sliouid be taught
efficientiy in every public sohool in the Province. Mr.
Craig did a public service in caliing attention to the fact,
a fact tbat was f ully confirmed by the Report of the Com-
mission, that in a few sobools Englisb could scarcely be
said to be tauglit at ail, and in others was far from being

efectiveiy tauglit. Mr. Ross' mistake-and it is a very
serious.,mstake in one ocdupying an officiai. position,
because it ten~ds to impair confidence in future statements


