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work up their ideas and mire them popular. 'Even thougyh the projectsof the Imperial Federationi League should fait in their ultimate aims, muchadvantage must resuit to the colonies from the interest in their concernswhich bias been aroused, and from the discussions on the subject whichmuet makre their greatness and importance better known-Halifax Chronicle.
WHiLE Canada, with a population of 5,000,000, is groaning undpr apublic debt of less than $50 per head, for which she possesses valuableassets, the Austral ian colonies manage to exist under much heavier indebt-edness. The debt, per capita, of New Zealand is nearly $300; of Victoriaand New South Wales about $150, and of the neighbouring colonies aboutthe samne, and for these heavy burdens they have few public improvements,such as Canada possisses, to show. In comparison with the other colonies,of the Empire, the Dominion occupies a favourable position, and our futureis full of hope.-L'vening Journal, Ottawa.

ONE of the greatest barriers which impede the work of political emanci-pation in Ireland is the incendiary vapourings of soine of its politicians. Aspecimen of these is Redmond, now M.P. for North Fermanagb. Thishellicose orator finds cause for rejoicing in the silly belief tbat England basenemies everywhere who are ready to pounce upon her, and able to demol-ish the kingdom at will. HIe Sees in mixed metaphor that "la first blowonce struck would fire the train whicb wjll lead te a successful Indian
mutiny and ]ight the Russians into London, where they will stable their
horses in the fluse of Commons." Many who read such, silly bluster will
wonder whether the chamber of Parliament is net quite as much polluted
by the presence cf one wlbo can utter such sentiments as it would be if hi.
predictions were fulfiiled. It is men, of such a stamp and their unguarded
and treasonable acts that can make douhly hard the task of the real frienda
of Ireland when they seek to, make right the wrongs under which that
unfortunate country bas so long existed--Daily Telegraph, Si. ,John's.

OUR? LIBBARY TABLE.

AN intercsting literary relic is f urnished by Mr. Augustin Daly in connec.
tion with bis notable revival of the I" Merry Wives of Windsor"I in New
York. It is a fac-sirnile in pbeto-lithography of the First Quarto (1602),
togetber wîth a reprint of the prompt copy of the comedy as used by Mr.
Daly's players. Tîme fac-simile is one of a number that was made in E ng-
land under the supervision cf Mr. Furnivall, a namne familiar to ail Shake-
speariail students, and is the work of W. Grîgg, an excellent worker in
phioto-I ithography. Fromi Williamm Winter's introduction to the volume
we learn that it is taken, for the ni'st part, from, a copy of the original in
the possession of the Duke of Devonshire, but a few imperfections in that
copy were repaired from another print owned by Mr. Alfred II. 1{uth.
The acting edition (or prompt bock) was preparcd by Mr. Daly bimi'self,
and bas been modilied in suitable deference to retined taste. He bas aiso
constructed, eut of the varieus speeches wbich are set down for Falstaff
in the " Second Part of Hlenry IV.,"I an epilogue to be spoken by that merry
knight. Lt is as follows:

Men of al[ sorts takre a pride te gird at me. The brain of this foolisb,confounded dlay, man, is net able to invent anything that leads to, laughter,more than I invent, or is învented on me. 1 am net only witty in myself,but the cause that wit is iu ether iein. Yet it was always a trick of 0crnation if they have a good thing te make it too common. But enough. I1wîli iruitate the hionourable Rtom mns in brevity. 1 commend me to tbee,I commendj thee, and 1 ltenve ther'. Thine, by yea and no (whichi is asmuch as te say as theu usest hiim), Jack Falstaff with my familiara; John,withl îy brothers and sisters ; and Sir John, with ail the world.
Mr. Daiy's liftie book will be prized, net alone as a literary curiosity,

but as a Souvenir of a delightful comedy interpreted in a delightful way by
an intelligent body of players.

My' RELIGION. By Count Leo Tolstoi. Translated, from the French.New York: T. Y. Crowell and Company. Toronto : Williamson
and Company.

The writer of whose religieus development this hook is a relation is
the author of an historical novel long regarded as one of the finest pro-
ductions of ERussian literature. In the preseut book, which lias passed
through several editions ini France and Germany, he makes an eloquent and
impressive plea for a direct application of the literai teachings of Jesus
as eîcpressed in the Sermon oni the Mount, This is placing the Christian
religion on a Sound basis: tbe Sermon on the Mount contains every
eSSential principle of Christianiry. But the author, we thiuk, interprets
Many cf the precepts cf Jesus with a literaîness that we can hardly agree
with. Stili the hock isi worthy cf deep study : it is highly suggestive, at
any rate.

DICTIONARY cop NATIONAL, BioQRtApEY. Edited by Leslie Stephen. Vol. V.
Bicheno-Bottisham, pp. 448. New York. Macmillan and Com-
pany. Toronto. Williamson and Company.

The new instalment f this admirable dictionary maintains the high
character cf the work. The list cf contributors number some ninety namnes
f the high est in every departmnent treated f in the biographies, and these

are as full and accurate as may be.

WB have received aise the following, publications:
CANADIAN RECoil) 0F ScIENuE. Montreal: Natural llistorY Society-
ATLANTIc MIONTHL. February. Boston: Houghto, Mifflin andI COinPaflY
LITTELL's IvING A.uE. January 23. Boston : Litteil andI COMPauY.
UNITED SERVICE MAG,%ZINE. January. New Yerk: j. R. S. HamnersleY.
EcLECrIO MAGAZINEC. Febrisary. New York: E. R. Peiton.
ELIOTA. January. Louisville, Ky.: Miss J. M. Leyburn.
ST. NIcHeLAs. February. New Yerk : The Oentury Company.

LITERÂRY GOSSIP.

MR. WHITTIESI contributes a poemn, "The Homestead,"I to the fortbconing Attanttc.
RoBEcRTs Bes, are the American publishers of Prof. Seeley's "lShort History of

Napoleon V."
THsOMAS WHITTAKER as nearly ready IIAuthorship of the Four Gospels," as viewed

by Judge William Marvin from a lawyer's staudpoint.
D. APPLETON AND C. publish the third and concluding volume of A. S. Bolless

"Financial I{istory of the United States," covering the period from 1861 te 1885.
PROF. RUceLPR GNEIST'S "History of the Englisil Constitution," translated byPhilip A. Ashwerth, will be shortly published by G. P. Putnam's Sens irn two Volumes.
TEE January numîner ef the Ceuîtcy is eut of print and a new edition of 5,00o copies;is ou the presis. The publihers have had te increase the edition of the February Century,mince it lias been printing, ou account ef the extra demand for thi2 " Midwinter"I number.
THE alithorship cf IIThe Bantling Bal" I and IIThe New King Arthur" bIas beenattrihuted to over two hundred (in ahi te date two hundred aud twenty.seven) differentauthorg. It is inanifest that critics, ne matter how expert, cannet tell by "I internaieviilence"I who the author of a book is. There is ne unaniînity whatever in the presentcase, althcugh the author ils eue cf tIse best known cf living writers.
CASSELL ANSD Ce. wili publish at once, in, their " Rainbow Series" clf new and originalnoveis hy popular American andI foreigu authers, the initial volumes-" A Crimson Stain,"hy Annie Bradshaw, ani " Mcrgan's Itorror," by George Manville Penn. These stories arenot cf the penny.dreadful order, theugh they are sensatienal, if by sensational is meantstroxîg plot, vivid description, andI dramatie situation. Mr. Fenu is an old favourite, butAnnie Bradlshaw is a new writer te the Iuest cf Us. These volumes are weli printed, andIbound in raiinbowlîxed liaper-heuce the nanse-antI soltI fer twenty-five cents.
TISE nuinhers cf the Living Age for January l6th andI 23rd centain Poetry, Po]iticsand CcnHervati8m, National Revicie; The Story cf the Bab, and Disestablishment andDisendcwnent, Coutc»tpoî-ary; OltI Florence antI Modern Tuscany, and tbe Poetic Imagina-tien, Macmillan, Reminiscences cf an Attache, Blackivood ; Fregs, Gentleman's;Similes, Tez'IIle Biar; Germany's Industrial Progress, Satul'caY Review; Ordeals andOaths, Antiquar1 ; with instalments cf " Fortune's XVbeel," "Dr. Barrere,"'l -0b1Madame!" "lIIA Strange Temiptation,", antI poetry. A new volumecfteLvnAgbga

with the year.ofteLvn gbga
THSE bright and attractive February Ma'iazine of American History is tllled with tili>articles cf fresh anti ahsorbing interest. The whole number is a continuaI feast. ThePortrait (If Jaumes IL, for whom Albany was namied, foruns an apprepriate frontispieCe.'The third contribution is eue of Predent mnoment, eue that wiii command the widest read-ing beth iu this country and in other landIs; it is by Dr. Prosper Bender, on tihe IDiifltegration cf Canada," and the theme is eue that speaks for itself. J. Macdonald OxleY,LL.B., B.A., cf Ottawa, writes au able article cf romnantic interest on the "HistoroAspects of Sable IslandI."

WIIAT, then, is style?1-the style, htiwihmke ie-tr ibasit et howrites grammaticaîîy, for is it not one cf the marks cf thestyliet that lie can on occasion risc superior te grammar ?Nor wiIl mnerelogic serve his turn, though this Seems te be the opinion cf Mr. HFerbertSpencer. A fact or a reflectien May be presentedteherar50taeach concept shaîl enter bis mmnd inisntua tre se tha ter 10t
be no friction, ne waste, ne neediese mentalweradtandytW

Shaîly to tise writer, 4" He is a good craftsman, but ne artist.") Ilere weare appreaching the secret. Literary style i8 an added grade, a super-ercgatory strength over and above what je demanded by the mere IOgic cfexpression. lIt is the resuît cf the writer's individual Sense of heauty andpower iu the collection cf words ; and se far, se far only, was Buffon rigbtin eaying, " Le Style est l'homme" maême." Careful training May enableany man te express himeîf as clearly as Mr. Herbert Spencer on anysuhject on which he -is capable of thinkiugdeay;btn amutctraining wilI teacli bimI te give a sentence can l epg umntio arbn of
musrical caen Te stylist cf ten attains his ellects by purposeîy dis-regi.dngtha ecnoy of the reader'e attention whiuh Mr. Spencer qulteJusItîy asserte te be the cardinal 1,aw of comnposiio Qam uta sflPauci8! je indeed the description of a good expositery style, but in Pureliterature we often tind beauty in redundancy teghi penecai1in garrulity. When y, strengt ins ptonse crtarffulîY anteStan w rter hoasht the ar eeping our attention deîight-caon het Chtrailes donask e r it. Which cf Mr. Sponceir's

canos bs nt Cauls Lmbfor instance, honoured in the breach ratherthanj in the observance 1Yet in1 naiuig Chiarles Lamb have we not namieda mnaster cf literary, as OPPOSed te expositcry or aQientific, Style 1-W1LLI1AI ARciiER, in Timne,.


