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the Atlantic in a yacht. Tbe project, if successful, could bave served

no useful purpose, except to prove that sometimes fooibardiness goos

unpunished. But tbe IlUncle Sam " bad not even good luck. Mrs.

Goldsmith, nat being mucb of a sailor, xvas dreadfuliy sea-sick ail tbe

time, and the xveatbor treated tbem. just as it once treated Jonab.

But for the good sbip IlQuoen of Nations," xvbicb picl<ed them up off

tbe coast of Newfoundland, we sbouid bave beard of the daring

voyageurs no more. But lot us bope that their experience xviii ho a

warning to themn and to others not to try and make courage contempt-

ible.

MR. BLENNERIIASSETT is rnaking a vigorous and altogether praise-

worthy effort to, redress a wrang under xvbich the Nonconformist

ministers of England have long suffered. As the law now stands any

yaung Episcopai donrc, aithougb ho bas hiad no exporienco, and can

ho relied upon for notbing but a pretty lisp, a hand at croquet, and a

coliar tbat looks like a xvide wvhite hoop rnay marry a couple witbout

r the presence of any civil officer-but a Nonconformist, aithougb lie
miay ho great in character, iii reputatian and in public service cannot
porform a marriage ceremony witbout the presence of a Registrar ta

make it legai. Roman Catholic priosts arc included iii the ban, of

course, for tbey too are Dissentors. But Mr. Blcnnonhassett proposes:

That it shahl ho lawful for Nonconformist ministers and Roman

Catbolic priosts, under proper restrictions, ta soiemnize marniagos

in buildings registened for înarridges xitbout the presence of the

Registrar.________________

Ti-iis ievelling up is botter than the old inoquaiity, but it always

seemed to me as if a leveliing doxvn wouid bc betten. Marriago is a

civil contract much marc than a religiaus one, and a civil officer should

be prescrnt ta se0 that the legal and bindîng process is gone tbnougb.

A certain form of words niust ho proscribed by thQ State, anci to trust

ta persans xvho nmust ho more or loss irresponsibie xviii ho an unneces-

sary risk. It is nat easy to say w'bat cotîstitutes a "linnster " iii sonie

Engiisb churches, Vimt the Registran ail can ho sure of. Tt scems ta me

that it w'ould ho botter ta have the civil contnact said and soaled before

the Registran finst, and thon the religions ceremony, for ail wxho

desire it.

ENGLANI> is about ta acld another link ta ber groat Ichain of

fortresses, frnm Engianc ta India. The acceptance of the Island of

Cyprus froin thîe Sultan of Turkcy lias heen folloxved by theacquisi-

tion of Tangier up1)0 the, presumnably, easy ternis of defcnding the

Sultan of Morocco agaimîst a pretemîder. 1,gypt bias fallon an easy prey

ta England anîd Franice, as associatecl cr-editors-wýhli xvii tell niost

te, the intenost of Engiland, as F'rance is siniply a creditor, xvhilo En--

land is imterested in opening up a mîex and stnong xvay ta Imîdia.

Commandimîg Tangior and Gibraltar, the British troops can sliut up the

moutb of the Meditenranean at xviii.

Tinis purchase policy scems an easy amîd peacoful methîod for

acqîmiring strnmgboids, but it is not difficuit ta sc tlîat it niay lead to

trouble. What if Gernîany sbould adopt the same policy, and begin

to buy the soaports she needs sa badly ? Suppose Bisr-narck should

persuade Beigiumn that there can hocmia safoty from Frnch greeci,

except in handing over Antxverp ta, Gernnany, accepting Gerniany's

protection in retun. \Vouid England suffer the transactioni quiotly?

Not iikeiy._____________

TiouIiLjs bave again arisen iii Afghanistan tbrougli the rebeliomi

of the native traops at Cabul, and, of course, the British armny iii India

is totally unprepaned ta moot then. Promipt advance upon the rebols

is impossible ; for 25 per cent. of the native troops on the frontien bave

gone on furlougb ; scarceiy any of the Trans-Indus infantry reginients

can muster 5oo men eacb ; the transport departmnemt bas been brokemi

up, and can only ho organized again xith great difficulty, and alto-

getber the outiook is îîot cbeering. It xviii end weli for Great Britain

for the groat Eari xvbo presides over the destinies of the Enmpire is

stili on the side of tboso angels wbicb are supposed ta co-aperato w'i

tho British Providence-and a "lscientifie fronticr" is nover complote

But many are boginning te, ask, wbotben the game xve are playing ir

India is realiy wortb the candie ? We bave incurred a vast respansi-

bility, wbicb involves an ever increasing anxiety on the part of those

who have a sense of duty, and the return for it ail is, at least, a very

doubtful good. Whether Great Britain's consideration for India is iii

any way commensurate with its duty toward it, is a question that opens

up large fields for debate.

ITr neyer takes long to rush an English crowd from one extre

to the other. A few weeks ago they were bowling a poor Carey as

if be had basely barterod the honour of bis couintry for bis own head ;

and now tbat is found tbat be simply did bis duty, no more and no

less, tbey are. sbouting bis praîses as if be bad playcd tbe bero and

rendered valuable service ta tbe nation. Tbis last display is no less

stupid tban tbe first.

AND) Captain Caroy's letter to, the C/iri"s/ian is such a bit of

maudlin scntimontality as 1 nover expccted to sec from the pOLi of an

cducated mani and a soidier.

TUlE Bisbop of Rochester bias laid down tbe foliowîng as *his

"piatform " on tbe tomperance question, wbicb seernis to be rnarked witb

comnion sense :

"Ouir individiial wvork," hie says, Ilis plain. We will avoid dogmatism and

Plharisaisrn. Milile eacb of us tries to take that share in the work which. con-

science and opportunity indicate to him, there can ho no need to censure those,

wbo secmn to be doing less, or ta envy those who attempt to do more. Vie wil

refuse to encroach on our brother's liberty, while we wish to belp him ta use it.

Vie xviii aiso be careful not to put a stumbling block in bis way through an over-

anxious desire ta defend and enjoy aur own. Not least, xviii we be carefuil to

rernember that syrnpathy is oftcn more effectuai than argument, patience more

persuasive than rehuke ; that example xvins, where cloquent tracts are tomn to

pieces, and that though zeal may tire, charity can neyer fail."

I 'NTIRiLYi agrc with the foliow'ing remnarks by the Editor of

1 sbould like to know whcîher Professors Hluxley and Alîman themselves

clorive much satisfaction and reai onjoyniont front the conclusion they, like a

goad many others of these expiorers of Ilthe inknioxvablc," as l-lerbcrt Spencer

bath it, have corne to, viz., that Il the hasis of life is pratoplasin," and that this

aili-cavening yeast lies at the bottorn of tho occani in anc vast, inexhaustible

layer, decribed in the praper terms thereforo as IlBathyhitns " (le. out of the

dcpths), or in simpler language, agrecahie ta the vulgar, Il a i)cculiar slimy

niatter." Noxv just think of this, ye wbo fancied yourseives sprung fromn the

gods Il Dust thou art and unto dust shait thon return," is nothing ta it. It is

anc thîng ta he remninded at once of onc's mortaiity and immrortality by
Shakcspeare's

-Ta whiat base Ilses w'e rnay retiua, 1Io ratio and

Iniperiouis (iesar-, (lcad and( turned ta clay,

Nlighit stol) a hale ta keep tlie wiial away.

0, that that carth, w% hichi kcpt the w arl in awe,

Shlic patclh a w ail ta expel the wiatel 's flaw !

Etît it is quite another thing, and a far mare iniserabie one, ta ho prated at

porpetualiy with these dissections and analyses of human matter hy mon so wise

in their oxvn generation.

And wbcn they have made this discovery, as they xvould have it, xvhich is

realiy none at ail, for we knew it was sa, I xvouid siiply ask Il Après ça ? "

Vihat signifies your Il Bathyblus," 1'r*îssar Alliman, xvben you are as ignorant

as a horn idiot of the real secret of life? XVbat is II protoplasnî," and xvhat

Batbyhius "? Howv is it the vehicie of thaught and goniuis ? Answer me that

if you can, thougli 1 arn bound ta say it is a niatter of îincormmonly srnall con-

cern ta me as a thinking maun, xvho xvould be more disposed ta sit down com-

fortahly under the motta of anc of your own schooi :-"1 Durn Vivimuis,
Vîvamnus."

But after ail this fuss about II Batlîybius "-this new Il elixir vit.e " of the

modern Van Helmonts-is there sucb a thing ? is it not aIl fudge that tbis

patent rnud dredged up frorn the deep sea hy the science officers of H.M.S.

IlPorcupine " was anything else but mimd. 'l'le hest of the joke is that the

rival scientists of H.M.S. II Challenger, who xvore pretty good dredgers, could

nover finci any of it, and they dismiss the inatter with a vory lbard and cruel

observation, that this wonderfui sline xvas really only an inarganic precipitato

duo ta the action of the alcohai ii xvhich the sîtociniens xvoro preserved. Sic

*transit gloria Bat/zybii!

'l'lhe Presidonts of the British Association for the Advancement of Science

xviii bave ta find a new text for their noxt lay sermon. 1 would su-ygest whether

the sedimont at the hattom of the sea niay not ho the refuse metearie dust of

*ages, the chips of aid and wvamn-out worlds. EDI'rOR.


