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vaults. Cost $7,oo. Additions to Chahners church, L,1e1Langley, Toronto, architects; Geo. Steven, contractor. Additionto convent for Sisters of Loretto, two stories, stone, 41 X -1 ft.,G. R. Bruce, archiect ; contractors, F. McQuilîanl Slae; johnHughes, carpenter work ; Mahoney Brs., plasîerig J nScriven, painting ; Geo. Howard, tinsmithing ; Feek & PhiIip,plumbing. Cost, $5,000. Stone addition to store of FrankDowler Co. ; contractors, T. Irving, D. Young, A. Cormie, :IdBurr Bros. Cost, $5,oo. r

B. Keper's residence s one of the finest in the citl, h k two-and-a-half stories, pressed brick, 33x56 ft. Archiect, -. R.Bruce ; contractors, H. Chubb, brick ; F. W. Darby, carpenter;Mahoney Bros., plastering ; J. Goss, painting J. a. jackson &Co., tinsmitiug ; Feek & Phillips, plumbing. Co.. $4000 &double semi-detached pressed brick residence s, ,ooo.AJohn Hutton. Architect, G. R. Bruce ; contractars al. obuallick,Joli Hughes, Maly Bros., A. Cormie, D. E. Rudd, FeekPhillips. Cost, $4.000.
QUEcE, QUE.

While in 894 building in Quebec reached i value $0o andin 895 only $350,oo, the year just passed show , a Stil furthrreduction, the figures being given as a quarter ofa sillion dollars.In the 1895 estimate, however, was included the new cit hall, sOthat the comparison is more favorable than would appe ar at flrstglance. Residential buildings account for about twots ofthe amount, and business establishments and churches for oebalance. There has been some activity in building in the tomeadjacent to Quebec, particularlv in churches, in g mich over oWnshas been spent. The buildigs were construche about one-afeach of brick and si on. Tlg re ation uf a nce par, ut a con-servatory, etc., cost in the vicinrty of $3,noon. Arng the prin-cipal contractors were Jos. Gosselin, jos. St. Hilaire,L.Moisau,Hubert Moari, Edward Mayte, Caliste Dion, Olivier Michaud andJas. Moageon,

ST. JOHN, N. f.
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the same as in 189, but stone bas advanced about 5 per cent,There is one Important matter whicb should receive the atteil-tion of the contractors in Winnipeg, and that is the low prices forwhich work has been taken during 1896. There is scarcely abuilder in the city who as more than eld his own in figuring oncontracts, the competition being so lively and keen as to cause
considerable cutting; the result being either loss or "as you werebefore.- No profit in contracting was the catch word in the
trads last season. This " cuttug " process makes it very dii-
ult for architects, especially at the commencement of a season,ta estimate the cost of new buildings. Scarcity of work as a rulemeans Iow prices ; an abundance, high prices.

A correspondent sends us the following communication relatingto building operations in Winnipog :While the year 1896 has not been one of great activity in the
building "ne in Winnipeg or tie province, yet there has been a
general advance alOng the line, especially in the erection of stone
foundations under and modern improvements in buildings erected
during and since the now historical " hoom," by persons whosechief object was to build to sell, or nortgage to such an extentthat they might drop ont with profit ta ihemselves and let the loain
conpany take possession. Most Of the improvements to the oIdbuildings are not being made from philanthropic motives, but are
prompted by a desire ta protect the interests of the owners, whoreahze that we are becoming a fastidious people, and now insist
on enjoying the conveniences and comforts enjoyed by our sis-
tors, cousins and aunts in the eastern cities. Whn a bouse hasuot these conveniences, the inevitable notice, " To Let Rent

Low tO a esirable Temnt," is to be seen, week in and week out,in the wmndow or on the door post.
Many framne and brick residences have been erected, principallyin the sut h-western and western portions of the city, all on stone

foundations, with basenent full size of house, properly Sewered.Ibhe old muthid of erecting a framle or brick building on a woodsil, supported by plank set on the sod, as been abandoned. Itwas found that a foundation formed in this manner decayeti in
six to teu years, wlich naturally seriously affected the stabilityand value of the superstructure, as well as making it very difdicult
to heat during the cold snaps that occasionaly visit Manitoba.

It iS only a year or two since the majority of dwellings herewere entirely frame, a few frame and brick veneer, and an oddone bre and there of solid brick, Now a brick veneer house isan exception, and the numnber of solid brick dwellings is increasing
every year.

The construction of sewers and a waterworks system during
the past fw Yeatrs, combined with the efforts of the loan com-
panies. -~.. I_ . 1--..


