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eue of the ways lu which we can. mske lighter the heavy
burden lett by the var loases and war debta. These loases
sud debt «obligations can b. made good enly by the savings
of the peeple, and turther destruction ef capital should b.
reduced te a minimum. Re. referred to our unenvlable posi-
tien at the tep et the list ef nations as regards tire bosses,
aud commended the work doue by the association.

President's Address

The. president, Mr'. F. J. T. Stewart, ef New York, thon>
gave hie address, which was, in part, as follows-

"After four successive annual meetings withiu a peried
during which mest of the world has been at war, it la a great
satisfaction te feel'that, 'iu coming tegether on this occa-
sion, we can plan for the future full et hope that peace will
reign indefinitely. It may h., however, tee much te expeet,
that we will 4e without enemies. Iu the terus of the inter-
national dipbomat, it may net be a war of nations, but we
niay depend upon an indefinite cenflict with our nelghborly
enemy 'tire.' This characterization ef tire le feund lu t.he ad-
dress of fermer president W. H. Merrill, who, atter summar-
izing the 11f e and preperty lees incident te a series ef con-
flagrations in the preceding fitteen years, added: 'Had these
twenty thousand persons been kulled iu flghting for their
country rather than simply for their lives, their fame would
b. everlasting. Had these two billions of property value been
wiped eut by the invasion ef a foreigu tee, the caîl for defence
would meet with a universal respense.'

"AIl this may rightfully b. said ef the past four years,
and, in addition,. it may now be recorded that the respense
te the call for defence was s0 universal that the importance
ot tire prevention as a war measure gained a general receg-
nition far beyend any we have been able te daim for it as a
conservation measure in tume of peace. We are encouraged,
howev.r, te believe that eue et the beneficial resuits ef the
war wilI be a lasting realizatien of the national importance
of conservlng lite sud property 'agaiust bass by tire.

"Many of our members, notably the National Board et
Pire Underwriters, aided the various departments et the
governinent lu su organized effort te prevent tires due te
etrelessness or design whicli might destrey munitions of war.
Iu this conuectien, the tire preveution section ef the Wsr
Inidustries Board, whose werking force was almost exclusively
cemposed of National Fir. Protection Association members,
rendered a notable service. The war werk of mauy ef Our
members, especially among the architectural aud engineering
professions, wss a prominent feature, and the. importance ot
fire prevention was kept lu the toreground iu matters per-
taining te construction 'and planning.

"The. varions standards and regulations ot thie associa-
tion for safegnsrdiug against tire, which are already widely
used on this continent, feund even a broader scope et appli-
cation during the. 'war. I bave always f elt that niembers
ot this association could rightly tae pride lu the many ex-
cellent standards which have been prepared over a period et
uearly twenty-tive years. This feeling has been f ully justi-
tied recently lu connection with *the discussions et plans for
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government departments secured. It was expected th
standard or group ot standards thus develoPed would b
ceptable to ail concerned, and therefore beceine a
'Anierican Standard.' Moreover, it was feit that as i
national 8tandardization develops, there will be need f(
authoritative national body to deal with the correspox
foreign bodies. National engineering standards cozami
are said to be already in operation lu England, Ca:
France and Holland; others will probably be organized i
near future.

"It is now proposed to broaden the scope of the
and membership of the American engineering stani
conunittee, as the outcome of a conference held at the U
States Bureau of Standards, at Washington, on January
of this year, te consider nietheds of precedure to be fol]
in the preparatien of safety codes. The present intenti
to reorganize it into an association of associations iu
respects similar te our own organization. Briefly state<
aim of the new organization will ha to co-erdinate the
of standard -niakin g, particularly with reference te
standards, and in cases where no one organization i
viously best qualifled or sufficiently interested te a
sponsor body and provide for a coxnmittee to prosecut
wonk. The standards association will b. interested e
iu kuowiug that such working committees are suffie
representative of the interests most concerned with thE
ject under consideration. It is not proposed te, revui
detail a tinished standard worked out by such a cerni
and appreved by a sponsor bedy.

"It will, therefere, be seen that it is net the intent
the standards association te do any actual work et sta
making, ner te interfere with the scope sud influer
existing bodies such as our ewu which already are en
iu such work. Iu the begiuning it is expected that any
ing standard if prasented by the organisation which prE
it, will be adepted as an Anierican standard. We are
te understand that the preparatien and promulgation<
prevention standards will be expected te continue as b
except that au eppertunity will b. afforded, il desired,
cure additional backing by haviug them desigiiated as

tan Ia(lrdq bv the new orzaizatieii.


