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lishied statistics relative ta lanigevity is greatly irnpaired by the
fact that in a ver-- considerable partial' af deathis registered the
agý>e gliven is incarrect. «The tenclency is always ta understate
it. 'Twv causes, the influence of bath af which wvill be readilv
admliiitted by anlyane ini a pasitian to form an apinian, aperate
in hriinn this about. One is the mridespreacl custam amanig
th e paarer class of people of obtaiing insurance palicies upani
their lives, the preiiiiuins far vhich. are paid wveekly. The
amotunt of such insurance is nieyer large and the campaniies affer-
in itc a nt appear to make any great effort ta investiaate th-e

carrectness of the age .given by the applicant. In rnany cases
five, ten, and even nmore years, is takeni framn the true age by the
applicant at the tiniie af insuringç, andc\iiweni death conies the
certificate must necessarily carrespand with the age given in
the palicy. Aniother is the inicreased difficulty experieniceci bY
Muen af middle age, ar aider, in abtaining emplayrnent. R-very
tr-ade lias a fixed NvagDe scale, and iiaturally emiplayers, if coin-
pelled tu pay a stated wage, pick ont young men as being, physi-
cally, muost likely tu perform the best wark. Men flnding them-
selves, by advancingl years, regarded as less useful, naturally try
ta rernave this handicap. The face is dlean shaved, the hair dyed
anii the age concealed, and iii deceiving the world they corne iii
timie ta deceive thernselves andi believe theniselves ta be yaunger
thian they really are. WVha can blarne thern ? Nar wvhat can
be mare pitifull thani canditions wvhich canipel such hypocrisy ?

It waulcl, perhaps, be inclelicate ta refer ta the knawn aversian
of the gentier sex, to admit their age, 01. to flie influence af this
uponl average stated age at dleath. WeV are, however, of the
opinian that the causes abo\'e cited have a markecl inifluence in
lawerîng the genieral average af humian life as shawn iii

pul)lishie( statistics.

THE KING'S ILLNESS.

The mast widely discusseti illness of modern tinies lias
terminated in the restaratian of health ta the patient, and in the
renaown af his miedical attendants. Na\Tthing- cauld have been
niiore tragic thani the circunistances under whiclî Tus Majesty,


