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The case xvas then to corne up for prelirninary bearing bcfore the
police niagistrate.

In the foreniooni of the followving day ail the town knew that,
Mary IByriie wvas cbarged -vith poisoning lier late lbusbaiîd gradu-
ally with soine preparation of arsenic.

Tbis information bad been laid before the authorities by the
doctors wbe had macle the post-înorteni examination. The synip-
toms of Ais Byrnc's illness bad se bafflcd the skill of the regular
faetory iedical attendant that, after securing Mrs. Byrne's con-
sent, hie had called iii a brother l)ractitioner, whoîn bie had hiad iii
consultation, to assist; in the autopsy. Even then it had been uni-
possible to say exactly the cause cf deatb, as ail the organs of the
man's body bad been found in a bcalthy condition. It was only
after careful and systeinatie scientîfie exaniination and analysis
for days after the post-niortem. that the truc cause cf deatb had
been ascertainied te have been arsenical peisening. lience the lay-
ïng of the informnationi and subsequent arrest cf the pretty widow.

The afternoon cf the preliminary bearing, Walter Hart sougbt
the private ciice cf bis mianager, 31r. Mason.

Hart, this is a bad business," begai! the mianager, as the fore-
nian came in and elcscd the door.

4Ycs, sir, it is, but I f ully believe she is innocent," rcjoined
Walter, as hie teck the chair indicated at the siýde cf the desk.

" Wby, mnl, slie is a most finisbcd actrcss-there's a sum-
niions," pointing te a paper coi the dcsk. I've been servcd with a
subpoena te give evidence as te wbat passcd the other day bctwcen
us at the cettage."

"But cvcii supeosiuiglier capable ef it, where (le ycu suppose
she got the peison?~" argued the foeian, rather disturbed at the
manager's reference.

At eue cof cur twc drug, stores, cf course," confidently.
I have been te both, and the 'v positivcly st-ate they have net

sold any arsenic fer a year, cxcept in doctors' prescriptions; and
flot even any rat poison for two moîts-and certainly not te
Mary."

"Why de you always cali that woman Mary, lIart l"
"Well, she is an old fricnd-I always called bier Mary-I

eouldn't go hack on bier at a time like this," and the foreman twirled
the werkman's cap in bis bands.

" It's a bad case-tberc's the evidence of the two dectors," con-
tinued Mr. Mason.

" Tbat's just wbat I carne to sec you about, Mr. M-ýason," ex-
plained Walter.

" Wbat can I do?~"


