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is so frequently the case in children, they should also be reduced
in size. In the latter matter, 1I know, I differ with some of niy
oonfreres, who advocate, even in children, complete tonslllectomy,
m-hil I agree with T)elaven. MeBride. Simpson andl <ther b'ading
mien, who believe that frce tonsillotomy is much better for the chilal.

Ilowever that may be, by rendering niasal respiration perfectlv
free through nase-pharyngeal operations, we remove the priînary
cause of many of the diseases of the upper air tract, sorne of which
iniight ul.tirnately affect the orbit. Take. for instance, Balleiiger's
fatal case, already quoteal, of cavernous sinuses, thrombosjs of
otitie origin, in whicbi thc eye andl throat* were both involveal. What
Pauseal the original otitie- trouble'? I)oes not every aurist kçnow that
th-., majority of severe car cases have their origin in obstructive
lesions in thc nase-pharynx? Trhe probability is that if the adenojals
had been removed in early life, soinething over whicli Ballenger
had no cointrol. the otitie disease would not have oceurred, the
envernous sinus wouild bave remaineal normal, and the ehild's life
wonld( have been saveal. This reasoning. of course, is only Ilbypo-
thotical, stili in the inajority of instances it would be sound. Andl
w-e eannot too strongly urge the advisability of kçeeping the pharynx
as well as the mouth, in as nearly a normal condition as possibl e, i f
wc m-ish. to avolal many of the diseases that eildren so frequently
suifer from.

BLUNDERS FROM TEMPORIZING.*

BY C. N. COBBETTi, M.D. (EDIN.).. EDMONTON, AILTA.

MVr. President aiA Geîitlemen:
Wheri I was a student. more years ago than 1 like to count. it

wvas impressed upon me that there are three speeial emergencies iii
practice with whioh every mnedical man, wbether bis tastes are
suirgical or not, must be prepareal to deal proinpt]y anal efficienitlv.

1. Obstruction cf the air passages.
2. A distended bladder.
31. Strangulatcd hernia.
Now in modern praetiee, there are other emergencies perhaps not

so imminent, but eoutally vital. in wbieh the life of the patient de-
pends upon quickness of decision anal prompt action, andl it must be
within the knowledge of every impartial observer and a Tnatter of
regret to every main pronal of bis profession tbat numerous valuable

-Reaa at Canan]an Medical Association, Winnipeg, August, 1909.


