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But. as Sergeant Piato said »ll we had yet
geen was bnt the prelude 'o the ball ; the danee
was now about to commencr,

The sergeant bed formed a particular friend-
ghip tor me, and on the eighteenth, on relieving

uard at the Warthan gate, he said :

¢ Fusilier Bertha. the Emperor has arrived.?

1 had vet heard nothing of this, and replied
reznectfuliy

¢ have just seen the sapper Merln, serzeant,
who was on duty last mght at the general’s qnar
ters. and he said nothing of it.”

Then he, closiag bis eye, smd with a pecubor
expressinn

¢ Everything is moving ; I {eel his presence
in the air ; You do not yet understand this, ern-
script, but he is here ; everything sarg so. Be
fore he came, we were lame, crippled; but g
wing of the army seemed able to mnve at once,
But naw. look there, see those rouriers gallap-
jug over the road ; sli1s life. The danceis he-
gwning ; the dance is beginning ! Kaserliks
and the Cossacks do not need spectacies to see
that he is with us ; they will feel him pregently.?

Aad the sergeant’s lavgh rang hoarsely from
beneath s long moustaches 5 and he was right,
for that very day, about three in tke afrernoon,
all the troops stationed around the city were in
motian. and at five we were nut under arms —
The Marshal Prince of Mon:kowa entered the
town surrounded by the officers and generals
who composed his stafl, ard, almost immediately
after, the grey~haired Sunham followed and
passed us in review upon the Place. Then he
spoke 1 a loud, clear voice so that every one
counld hear.

t Saldiers,? said he, ¢ you will form part of the
adranced guard of the third corps. Try ta re.
member that you ary Frenchmen. Vive ’Em-
pereur.’

All shouted € Vige & Empereur’ till the echoes
rang agam, while the general departed with Col,
Zanf+l,

’ That nicht wa were relieved by the Hessians,
apd teft Ecfurt with 1be Tenth hussars and a re-
giment of chasseurs. At six or seven in the
mo:ning we were belare the city of Weimar,
and saw the sun rising on its gardens, its
ehurehes, and 1ts hanses, 8 welt ag on an old cas
tle to tie right,  Here we bivnuacked, and the
husears went forward 1o reconnaitre the tnwn.—
Abnut nine, while we were breakfastiog. sud-
denle we heard the rattle of pistnls and rarbines.
QOur hussars had encountered the Russian hussars
1o the streets, and they were firing on each
other. But it was go far off that we saw nothing
of the combat.

At the end of an hour the bussars returned,
having lost two men. Thus begao the cam-
paign. . .

We remained five days in our camn, while the
whole third corps were coming up. As we were
the advance-guard. we started agnain by way of
824 and Warthan, Then we saw the enemy
Cossacks who kept ever beyond the range of our
gons, and the furtber they retired the greater
grew our coursge.

But it annoyed me to hear Zobede constantly
exclaiming in a tone of ill-fumor :

¢ Will they never stop : never make a stand.

1 thought that if tbey kent retreating we

could sk nothing better. We wauld gain all
we wanted without loss of hife or suffering.
" But at last they balted on_the further side of
a broad and deep river, acd T saw a great num-
ber posted pear the baok to cut us to pieces of
we should cross vosupported.

Tt was the twenty pioth of April, and growng
Jate. Never did Tsee 8 more glorious sunset.
On the apposite side of the river strelched a
wide pla as far as the eye could reach, and on
this, sharply outlined against the sky, stood
horsemen, mth their shakos dronping forward,
their green jackets, hittle cartridge-bnxes slung
under the arm, and tkeir sky blue trousers 5 be.
biné them glittered thousands of lances, snd Ser~
geant Pinto recegnized them as the Prussian
cavalry aud Cossarks, He knew the river, too,
whirh, he sa1d was the Sanle.

We went as near as we covld to the water to
exchapge shots with the horsemen, but they re—
tired, and at last dsappeared entirely under the
blond red sky. 'We made our bivouac along the
river, and posted our seniries. On our left was
& large village ; a delachment was sent lo it to
purchsse meat 3 for simze the arrival of the em-
peror we had arders 1o pay for everylling.

During the mght other regsments of the divi-
aion came up ; they, too, bivouacked slong the
bank, and therr luug lines of fires, reflected 1n

. the ever-moving waters, plared grandiy through
-the dark: ess.

. " Nn ouve felt mclined to sleep. Zebede, Klip-
fel, Furst, and I messed together, and we chat-
ted as we lay arovnd our fire, _

¢ To-morrow we will bave it ‘hot enough, af

.

we attempt to cross the river. Our friendsn
Phalsbourg, over their warm suppers, scarcely
think of us Iring here, with nothing but a piece of
cow beef 1o eal, a river flawing beside us, the
damp earth beneath, and only the tky for a roof,
without speaking of the sabre-cuts and bayonel-
thrusts our fiiends yonder bave 1o store for us’

+B4h, said Kliplel ; ¢this is hfe. T would
not piss my days my days othermise. To enjny
life we must be well to-day, sick to-morrow
then we appreciate the pleasure of the change
from pain to ease. As lor shots and sabre-
strokes, with God’s aid, we will give as good as
we fake,’

¢ Yes,” said Zabede, lighkting his pipe, * when |
lase my place iz the raunks, it w1ll pot he for the
waut of strikmg hard at the Russians I’

So we lay wakeful for two or three hours.—
Leger fay stretched ont in his great caaf, his
feet to the fire. asleep, when the sentivel cried:

¢ Wno gnes there 7

¢ France I

¢ What regiment

¢ Sixth of the Line.’

It was Marshal Ney and General Brenier,
with engineer and artillery offizers, and guns.—
The marshal rephed ¢ Sixth of the Lane, be-
cause he kuew beforehand that wa were there,
and this httle laet rejoiced us and made us feel
very proud. We saw him pase on bor-eback
with General Suoham «nd fire or six other ¢ B
cers of lngh grade, and althoogh it was night we
could see them distinctly, for the sky was cov—
ered with stars and the moon shone bright; 1t
was almost 28 light as day.

They stopped at a bend of the river and post
ed six puns, and immediately alter a pantoon
tram arrived with oak planks and all things ne-
ressary for throwing two bridges acrass, Our
hussars scoured the banks collecting boats, and
the ariilerymen stood at their pieces to sweep
down any who might fry to hinder the work.—
For a loog while we watched their lahar, while
again and apain we heard the senire’s ¢ Que
vive? |1 was the regiments of the third corps
BITIIT g,

At daybreak T feel asleep, and IChpfe! had to
shake me to arouse me. Oa every cule they
were beating the revelle; the bridues were
fioished, and we were going !n cress the Saale,

A heavy dew had fallep, and each man has-
tened to =ipe his musket, to roll up s greai.
cnat and buckle it on his kvapsack. Oue as
sisted the other, and we were soon in the ranks.
It might have been four o’clack 1n the morume.
and everyihing seemed grey in the mst tha
arose {rom the river. Already 1wo hattalion<
were crossing on the bridues, the offizers and
colors n tue centre. Taen tke artidlery and
caissons crossed,

Captam Florentin bad just o-dared us to re-
pew nur primings, when General Sunhan, Gea-
eral Chemineau, Colopel Zapfel, and our com
mandant arrived, The battalion began its march.
1 looked forward expecting to see the Russians
comng un at a pallep, but cothing stirred.

As each regimect reached the further bark it
formed square with ordered arms. At five
o'clock the entire dizision had passed. The sun
dspersed the mist, and we saw, akout three-
fourths of a league to our right. am old city wirh
its pointed roofs, slated clock~tawer, surmounted
he a cross, and, further away, a castle ; it was
Waissenfels.

Between the city and us was a deep villey.—
Marshal Ney, who bad just come up, wisbed tn
recopnoitre this before advancing fo it. Two
companies of ths Twenty—seventh were deploys
as skirinshers and the squares moved onward in
common time, with the officers, sappers, and
drums ip the ceutre, the canoon in the intervals
2.d the caissons i the rear.

We all mistrusted this valley — the more so
miace we had seen, the evening before, a mass of
cavalry which could pot have retired beyoad the
great plain whicb lay before us. Notwithstand-
10g our distrust, (t made us f-el very proud and
brave to see ourselves drawn up in our long
ranks—our muske’s loaded, the colors advanced,
the generals ta the resr full of corfidence — to
see our masses thus moving onward withow
hurry, but calmly marking the step ; yes, it was
enough to make our hearts beat high with pride
aod hoge. And I thought the enemy might stil
retire and no blood be spilt, after ail,

I was m the second rank, behind Zebede, and
from Lime to time T glanced at the other square
which was moving on the sime line with us, in
the centre of which 1 saw the marshal and his
staff, all trymg to catch a glimpse of what was
gning on ahead,

The <kirmishers bad by this time reached the
ravine, which was bordered wilh brambles and
hedges, Ibad already seen a movement on 1ts
further s1de, like the mohon of a corn Geld w

the wind, and the thouvght struck me that the |

Rusesgns, with their lancea and sabres, were
there, although I could scarcely believe it.  Rut

when our skirmishers reached 1he hedges, the

fusilade began, and I saw clearly the glitter of”

their lances. At the same instaot a fla-h like
lightuing gleamed 10 froot of u: followed by a
fierce report. The Prussizns had tbeir carnon
with them : they bad cpeped on us. I know
not what noise made me turn my head, and there
1 saw an empty space 1o the raoks to my lett.

At the same time Colone! Zapfel said quictly ;

¢ Close up the ranks.

And Captain Furentio repeated :

¢ Close up the ranks.?

All'this was Jone so qmekly that T had no
time for thought. Bat fifty paces furiber on
another flish shone out : there was snnther mur-
mur in the ranks—as if a fierce wind was pass
img—and another vacant space Lhis time to the
right.

¢ And thaspafrer every shot from the Prussians.
the colonel said, ¢ Close up the ranks;’ and T
knew that each time he spoke there wasa breach
10 the hwing wall, 1t was o pleasant thing to
tnok of, but still we marched on towards the
valley. At last I did not dare to think at all,
when Genera! Chemineau, who tad enfered our
square, cried i a terrible voice :

‘H.h?

1 looked forward, and saw a mass of Prus—
sians coming down upon us.

¢ Frrot rank, kneel. Fix bayonets, Ready!’
cried the general,

As Zebede kaelt, T was now, so to speak,n
the front rank. Og .ame the line of horses,
each rider beading over his saddle bow, with
sabre flashing io s hand, T'hen again the gen-
vraVs voice was heard belind uq, calm tranqud,
grving orders as cooly as on parade ;

* Attennion for the command of fire !
FEire!?

The four squares fired together: 1t seemed
as if the skies were {alhing 10 the crash, When
the smoke lited, we siw the Prussians broken
and fiywg ; hut ouc artillery opeaed;, and the
caponon balls sped faster than 1hey.

s Charge I" shouted the general.

Never ip my lile did such a wild jay paseese
me. On every side 1he cry of Vive ' Empereur!
stook ke ar, and n my excuement | suouted
like the others, But we could not pur-u» them
far, and soon we were again muving calaly oi.
We thought the fizht was ended: but when
without two or three hundred paces of Ihe
rasine, we heard the rush of horses, and again the
geveral cried

¢ (alt, Knoeel. Charge baynnets??

Qo came the Prussians from the valley like a
whirlwind = the earth shook beneath their weight ;
we lieard n) more orders, but each man koew
that be must fire 10to the nass, and the fi'e firing
begip, rattling like the drums in a grand review,
Tuose who have not seen a battle can form but
litile 1dea of the excitement, the enplfusion, and
yet the order of such a moment. A fea of the
Prussians nearrd us ; we saw thewr forms appear
a moment throvgh the smnke, and then saw them
vomore. laa few mements more the ringing
voice of Geoeral Chemipeau arose, souading
above the crash and ratile:

¢ Cease firing.? .

We scarcely dared obey. Each one bastened
to deliver a final shot; then the smoke slowly
lifted, nnd we saw a mass of cavalry ascending
the further side of the ravine.

The squares deployad at once into columns:
the drums beat the charge; our artillery atill
con'inued is fire ; we rushed on, shauting :—

¢ Forward ! forward ! Vive ’Emp reur V

We descended the ravice, over beaps of
horses and Russians ; some dead, some writhing
upon the earth, and we ascended ihe alope to-
ward Weissenfels at a quick step, The Cos-
sacks and chasseurs bent forward in their saddles,
their cartridge-boxes danghing bebiod them, gal
lopiog before us in full fight. ‘I'he batile was
wap,

But as we reached the gerdens of the city,
they posted their cannon, which Lbey hid brougnt
off with them, behind a sort of orchard, and re~
opened npon us, a ball carrying away both the
axe and bead of the sapper Merlin, Tke cor-
poral of rappers, Throne, had his arm fractured
by a piece of the axe, and they were compelled
to amputate s arm at Waeissenfels, 'Then we
s'arted towards them on a run, for the soaner we
reached them the less time they would have for
ficing.

We entered the city at three places, march-
mg through hedges, gardens, hop fields, and
chinb ng over walls, The marshals aod generals
followed after. Qur regiment ¢ntered by an
avenue bordered with poplars, wtich ran along
the cemetery, and as we debouched ip the public
squares, apother column came through the main
street, .

Thoere we halted, and the marshal, without
losing a moment dispatch-d the Twenty-seventh fo
take a bridge and cat off the enemny’s retreat. —
Duriog this time the rest of the division arrived,
and way drawn up in the square, Tie burgo-
master and councillors of Weisseafe's were sl
ready on the steps of the town hall to bid us

Aim!

welcome.

When we were reformed, the Marshal Prince
of Moskowa passed before the froot of our hal—
talion and said jnyfully 2

* Well done! I am satisfied with you! The
emperor will knnw of your conduct

H could not help laughing at the way we ran
on the guns. Geoeral Sunbam cried :

¢ Things go bravely on’

He vepled:

* Yes, yes; bat w blond ; in blood P

The battalion remained there untl the next |
day. We were lodged with the citizens, wha !
were afrard of us and gave ue all we asked The
Twenty-seventh returned in the evening snd was
quartered w1 the old chateau, We were very
tred,  Atter smoking two or three pipes toge-
ther, chatting about our glory, Zebede, Khipt-1,
and [ went together to ibe shop of a Jomer 0n a
heap of shavings, 2nd remained there untd md-
night, when they beat 1he reveille. We rose ;
the yniner pave us some braody, and we wen!
out. The rain was falbng in torrents. That
night the battalion weot to bivouac before fhe
village of Clepen, two hours march from Weis
senfels,

Qur detachments cume and rejoined us, The
emperor had arrived at Weissenfels, and all the
third corps were to follow us, We talked noly
of this all the dav ; but the day nafter, at five 1n
the marning, we set off again n the advance.

Belore us rolled a river called the Rippach,
Instead of turping aside to take the bridge, we
inrded 1t where we were. 'The water reached
our waista; and T thoupht haw terrible this
would have seemed to me when T was so much
afraid of taking cold at Monsieur Goulden’s.

Aswe paseed dowp the ether hank of the
river in the rushes, we discnvered a hand of Cov-
sucks oheerving us trom the heights to the left.
Ties followed <lawly, without daring to avtack
us, and s0 we kept an until it was broad day,
when suddenly 2 terrific fusitade and the thunder
nt heavy gnns made us turn our heads toward
Clepen. The eommandant, on horseback, looked
a' v nver the reeds,

The sounds of canflict lasted a considerable
time. and Sergeant Iinto said :

§ Tae division is advancing ;3 it 1s attacked.’

The Cossacks gaz d, ton. toward the fight,
and at the end of an  hour visappeared.  Toen
we saw the division advancieg in  coluipn in the
plan tn the right, driving before them the masses
of Ruscian ravaley,

s En avant! Forward 1 cried the command-
ant.

We ran. without knowing whv, along the river
hank, natil we reached an old hridge where the
Rippach and Gruna mel. Here we were to -
tercept the enemy ; but the Cossacks had dis
covered our design, and their whole army fell
hack hehind the (Gruna, which ihey forded, and,
the division rejoining us, we learned thet Mar-
sha! Bessieres had been killed by a capnon hall,

We left the bridge to bivouae before the vil
lage of Gorschen. The rumor that a great bat-
tle was approaching ran throvgh the ranks, and
they faid that ali that had paseed was only a triil
tn see how the recruits would act under fire,—
One may imagine the reflectinns of a thaughtful
man under such cireumstances, umong such hare-
brained fellaws as Furst, Zebede, and Khplel,
who seemed to rejorce at the praospect asf it
coulid hring them aught else than bullet-waunds
or sabre rute. Al mght long T thought of Ca
tharine, and praved God to preserve my life and
my hunds, which are so needful for poor people
to gamn their bread,

XIl.

We highted our fires on the hill before Gross.
(Gorerben and a detachment descended to the
village and brought back five or six old cows Io
make soup of, But we were so worn ou®* that
many would rather sleep than eat. Other regi-
meats arnved with caonon and mumtions. Ahout
eleven a'clack there were from ten to twelve
thousand men there and ohout twn thou
swnd more 1 the vwilage — all Supham’s
division. The general and his ordnance « ficers
were quartered in an old mill 1o the left, near a
streain called Floss-Graben., The line of sen-
triea were stretched aloog the base of tbe hill a
musket shor off, , '

Atlength T fell adleep, but T awoke every
hour, and hehind us, towards the road leadine
from the old bridze of Poserna to Lutzen and
Lewpz'g, I he rd the rolling of wagons, of artd
lery and caiseons, rising and falling through the
silence, ,

Sergeant Pinto did nnt sleep ; he sat smrking
hs pipe and dryng his feet a1 the fire. Every
time one of us moved, be would try to talk and
say :

¢ Well, conseript P

Bot they pretended pot to bear bim, and
turned over, gaping, to sleep again,

The clock of Grrss Garsehen was stnking six
when T awoke. 1 was sore snd weary yet,—
Nevertheless, I sat up and tried to warm my<elt,

for I was very cold. The fires were smok ng,

and almnst extinguished. Nothing of them re-
mamed but the astes and 2 few embers, - The
sergesnt, erect, was pazing over the vast plain
where the sun shot a few long hnes of gold, and,
see'ng me awake, put a cral in his pipe and
saul ¢

¢ Well, fusilier Bertha, we are now m the
rear guard.”

] did not know what he meant.

¢ That astomehes vou? he cootipued ; ¢ but we
have not stirred, while the army has madea
h: 1l wheel.  Yesterday it was befare us 1w tle
R ppach ; now 1t is behind us, near Lutzen;
and, instead of bring in the front, we are in the
rear; so thit now.? said he, closng an eye and
drawing 1wn long pulls of = pipe, ¢ we are the
last, instead of the loremest,?

¢ And what do we gain by 1t 7* [ asked.

¢ We pain the honor of first reaching Leipzig,
snd fal ing an the Prussians,® he rephed. * You
will vnderstand this by and by, conscript.’

1 stond up, and lonked around. [ saw before
na a2 wide, marshy piain, traversed by the Gruna-
Bach and the Fiuss Graben, A few hills arose
along these stieams, and beyoud ran a large
river, which the seryeant told me was the Eister.
Tha morning mist hung over all. We saw po
fires on the hills save those of our division ; but
the entire thrd corps occupied the villages
rattered o our rear, and headquarters were 2t
Kaya,

At seven o'clock fhe drums and the trumpats
of the artillery sounded the reveille, Ammuni-
tion wagnns rame un, and bread and cartridges
were distnhuted. T'wo cantineres arrived from
the village ; and, as T had yet » few croswns re~
mawing, | offered Klipfel and Zebede a glass of
brandy each, to counteract the effects of the
fags of the night, T also presumed to offer one
to Sergeant D.nto, who accepted it, saying that
wead and brandy warmed the beart. i

We telt quite happy, and na one suspecteqd
the horrara the day was to hring forth, We
thought the Russiaes and the Prussians were
weeking us belind the Gruna Birh s but they
kuew where we were. And suddenly, alinost {en
o’rlock, Geaeral Sunham, mounted, arrived with
s «fiers. 1 was seniry near the stacks of
arms and T think T ean nnw see him, as he rode
tr the top of the Wil with his prey hair sod
whi‘e bordered hat; and as he tonk out hig
firld glass, and, alier an parnest pozs, returped
qnekly, and or-ered the drums to heat the re«
call.  The sentries at once fell wto the ranks
ant Z hede, who had the eves of a falenn, said :

‘T «ee yonder, near the Toicter, masses of men
{'rming and advaneing in gaad order, aad others
roming from the marshes by the three biidges,
We are lost if all those fall upon our rear I*

¢ A battle is beginning,’ said Sergenant Pinto,
shadiug his eyes with his kands, ‘ or 1 koow po-
thing of war. Those beggarly Prussrans and
Huscians want to take us on the dank with their
whole force, as we defi'e on Leipzig, 87 as to
~ut us m two, It is well thought of on their
part, We are always teaching them the art of
war.

* But what will we do 1" asked Klipfel.

$Qur part is smmple,” answered the sergeant.

* We are here twelve to fi'teen thousand men,
with old Sunham, who never gave an enemy an
mch., We will stand here like a wall, ane to
six or aeven, unhl the emperor is informed how
m: t ‘s 2'and, and seads us aid.  There go the
31:f + fhirerg pow.?

It was true; five or six officers were gallop-
ing over the plan of Lurzen toward Leipgig,mme
They sped like the wind, and I prayed God to
have them reach the emperor in time to send the
whole army to our assistance ; for there is some-
thing hornible in the certainty that we are shout
to perish, and I would not wish my preatest
enemy 10 such a position as ours was then,

Sergeant Piato coptinued : i

*You wil have a chance now, cosscripts ;
and 1f any of you come out alive, they will have
something to boast of. Lok nt those blue hines
advaacing, with their muskets on thewr shoul-
ders, along Floss Graben. Each of those lines
1 a regiment, There are thirty of them.” That
makes gixty thousand Prussiags, without eounting
those lines of borsemen, each of which is a rqua-
dron.  Those advancing 1o therr left, near the
Rippach, glittering 1n the gun, sre the dragoons -
and cuirasgiers of tbe Russisn Tmperial Guards
There are eighteen or twenty thousand of them,
and | first cawr them at Austerlitz, where we = .
fixed them finely, Those masses of lances in the >
rear are Cossacks, We will have a hundred -
theusand men on our hands in an hour. " Tuis is: -
a fiuht to wip the cross 1o 1! o o

*Dn you think so, sergeant ?’ said Zebede; -
whose 1deas were mever very clear, and*who sl -
ready 1imagined he held the cross 1o his fiogers, .
white his eyey plittered with excitement. .~

Tt will he hand to. hand replicd the ser«
gesnt ; ¢ and suppose that, in the melée, you see
a colonel or a flag aear you, spring oo brm or. it
never mind sabres or bayonets; seize ‘them, and
then yuur name goes on the hist.’ s




