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As to-poor-Kingshurgh, 8
and &ﬁ%h‘;iﬁ‘.oﬂ:{ Augustus, throwa in a dun-
geo%‘,an&‘i‘ldnd}e,cl"__W'_lth irons,” and whilst being
exarinsd -was reminded of the ¢ fine opportun-

ity he hiad lost.bf making -his own fortune, and
that of his family’ for ever.? .
¢ Had I silyer'and gold,”’ replied the noble
old mman; * piled heap upenheap to the bulk
of yonder mountains, it would not afford me
halfithe pleasure I feel from doing what [have
donl;‘.'"‘.l B - VL : . L
¢ Shovild-yot koow the- Pretender’s hoad if
you saw it ?”” was the brutal rejoinder.

« T should know the head very well if it
were on the shoulders.”

« But what if the head be not on the sheul-
ders, do you think you should koow it in that
case 7" .

«Tn that T will not pretend to kmow any-
thing about it.”" . :

Poor' Kingsburgh was kept in alose confine-
ment till released by the act of grace a yoar
1ater,

Hoping to find a French vessel on the Jook-
out, Charles stayed but two days in' Raasay.—
Moreover, ho judged it wise never te prolong
his stay in one place; for even this secluded
sland in the Atlantic had felt the fury of the
Duke's ‘soldiers, almost.every cottage having
been burnt to the ground. At the sight of the
ruins he was sensibly affected. .

« Phis is a hard and bitter life,”” said he to
his host, young Reasay, and his cousin Mae-.
leod; “but I would rather live ten yearsin
this way; than be taken by my cnemies; but I
am surprised myself that I am able to bear
such constant hardships and fatigue. Since
the battle of Culloden I have endured more
than sufficient to kill a hundred men. Surely,
Providence does not design this for nothing; I
am oertainly reserved for some goed end.”

« And what does your Highness think your
enemies would do with you if you fell into
their hands 7"’ asked Macleod.

-« 7 think they would not dare to take my
lifc publicly, but I do dread being privately
destroyed by poison or assassination.”

Fiftcen miles further om, after a perilous
voyage, the fugitive Prince effected a landing
and passed the night in a wretched cow-house,
and the next moraing he proceeded on the way,
accompanied by Norman Maclood; and pro-
posing that the latter should aob the master
and he the man, he divested himself of his tar-
tan waistcoat, which he made Malcolm put on,
‘wearing in exchange his compavion’s shirt.—
He theu took off his periwig, put it in his
‘pocket, and tied a dirty white napkin under
his chin; the buckles he stripped from his

shoes, the ruffles from his shirt, and taking a
small bundle in his hand, he personated a ser-
vant walking at a respeotful distance behind
his master. '

Long and weary wna the journey, but carly on
the following morning they arrived at the country
of the Mackinnons, and the first two persons whom
they met the Prince knew as having been involved
in the insurrection ; and in Fpitc of the disguise of
Chatles, they, too, recognised his well remembered
features, and burst into tcars. ‘

« Your display of the grief you feel may prove
fatal to the Prince,” cxclainied Malcolm ; ¥ for God's
sake restrain it.” .

No description could by any possibility exnreerate
the wreiched appearance and condition of Charles
Edward at this time, and well might. those poor
Highlanders hnve been fo affected. It isa fact, for
I do not draw upon fiction us te these details of the
unfortunate grandson of James the Second, that he
wasg reduced to the very lowest cbb of misery and
distress, and that he Dore up with almost unpara-
lelled cheerfulness under the wretchedness that it
was fo frequently his bard lot to endure,

«1 wish youwould at once take me to the home of
your own Drother-in-law, Malcolm,” observed Cliar-
les, after having parted with the Highlanders.

T ghall introduce your Royal Highness, then, as
the son of a surgeon - residing at Cricff, who is sup-
posed to be hiding somewhere about Skye;" and
Charles Edward gladly giving assent, a short walk
breught them thither. .

Tt was not long before an ecxcellent Highlnnd
Breakfast was sct before them, Charles continuing to
act the part of servant to Maclood; and wher their
menl was cnded they thankfully laid down to snatch
a few hours rest, whilst Macleod's sister, who was
mistress of the house, kep$é watch ot the top ofa
bill hard by. They were soon fast asleep, but the
Prince was the first to wake, and when Maleolm
aroso he was much amused to goe him dandling the
baby to whom ho was singing.

Macleod expressed his surprise, and Charles for a
moment forgot he was persouating a servant,

% Who knows,” eaid he, *this littie fellow may
become 4 captain inmy service yet.” S,

Quickly, however, was he rominded of his want
of caution, for looking at him with an «xpression of-
gupreme contempt on her hard features, an old wo-
man who was standing by, exclaimed :

« Hout, nac ; it is muckle mair likely hersell may
be an anld serjeant in the bairn’s company.”

(To be Continued.)

FATHER BURKE.

Lecture on *Christian Charity.”

(From the New York Irish Amertean.)

The following lecture was' delivered in Newark,
by the Rev. Father Burke, for the benefit of the
public hospital srected by the Catholios of that city,
and pliced under the caro -and management of the
4 Sisters of the Poor.” Father Burke snid :—

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Dear Friends.—Amongst the many proofs that
the Cathbolic Church offers to the world of Ler truth
and of her divine missibn, one of the strongest—
though an indirect proof still one of tho'strongest—
is the'spirit of charity and mercy that is organized
within her. It had been prophesied.of the Spouse

of old, that the Lord God had organized charity in.

her(Dominua el rex meus ordinavit in me caritatem). It
had been foretold by Christ our Lord, and emphat-
ically, that the attribnte of charity—of mercy—was
to be the countersign of his elect. It was therefore
fitting that .the Church, which is the Spouse of
.Jesus Christ, should have an organized charity and
mercy within her, and that they should shine forth
on her hands, a8 the countersign of her clection,
who was destined to bo the mother of all the elect
of God:- -Therefore it is, that at all timos, charity
taking the form of morcy, has been found vivid and
trus in-the Cathelic Church ; and that charity which
beams forth in her .comes beforo us; when we con-
template her, with all the attributes of Divine bean-
ty which we find in the. charity of Jesus Christ

he, too, was srrested |

charity. I need not speak to you of the necessify
of being charitable and merciful. Youor presence
here this evening attests sufficiently to me that you
recognize the necessily of charity, But that you
may know what that Divine charity is which is*in
the Church, and which take the form of mercy, I
will endeavor to describe to you some of its attiri-
butes; and I will begin by asking you,in the lan-
guage of scripture, fo consider and to recognize!what
form of charity it ig that the Father in Heaven be-
stowed upan us whereby we also were to be called,
—and were to be,—the sons of God. That form of
the Father's love is Christ Jesua our Lord; for ag
Christ Himself says, “ God so loved the world as to
give his only begotten Son to save it”™ Behold the
Father's gift] If you would know therefore, what
are the true attributes and what the real beauties
of charity, you must consider charity as it exists in
our Divine Lord Himself. Then shall you see what
are the atiributes of Christian charity, Therefore
the Bvangelist said, “ Brethrem, consider well the
nature and the form of leve the Fathor in Heaven
bestowed upen us, whereby we are to be called the
s0ns of:m_” [P et e e e e e e e
Well, first of all, my dear friends, certain it is that
although faith be abaolubely necessary to salvation,
and although we are saved by hepe; yet neither
faith nor hope will berr us inte our everlasting
happifiess and joy hercafter, unless we possess cha-
rity which manifests itself in marcy to the peor.
“ By this" says our Divina Lord “shall all mom
know that ye are my disciples “if you are charita-
ble and love one another ;” and ® if any man says be
loveth God and loveth not his neighbor he is not a
true believer.” But, elgewhere, the same Evangelist
tells us that “He whe has the substance of this
world and seeth: his brother hare need and closes
his heart ngainst him, the love of God cannot dwell
in such a one Therefore the sign by which we
shall know the essential charity is in us, is the mani-
festation of this Divine principle in works of mercy.
The prophet said *I will espouse theo fo mein
faith, in justice, in judgment and commiseration.”
So much for the necessity of charity. No man can
be saved without it, No man’can say he is the son
of God unless the countersign of mercy be npen
him. No man can pass into Heaven unless he
opons the golden gates of that Heaven to himself
with the key of mercy. It will be the crucial test
whereby you shall be foitnd ‘deserving of cternal
glory that the countersign of mercy is on your fore-
head and the works of charity are in your path.
What manner of charity do we find in our Leérd
Jesus Christ? What are the attributes of His cha-
rity 7 1 anawer, principally four. First of all, the
charity in Christ was a constantand abiding charity ;
Secondly, i was compassionate and tender—a most
loving charity ; thirdly, it was active and efficacigus
—a working charity ; fourthly, it was universal, em-
bracing all and touching &Il with the same loving
hand—a Catholic charity. Consider thess four in
Clrist before we come to look upon them in the
charity orgaunized in His holy Church. First, my
friends, the charity of our Divine Lord was con-
stant, It was love that brought Him down from
Heaven; it was mercy® that kept Him upon the
carth for thirty-three years; it was merey that
pailed Him to the Cross. He came down from
Heaven to redeem the fallen race of man. He de-
voted Himself wholly to that work of redemption.
No other thought ever entered into the mind of our
Lord ; no other motivo pressed Him to action—
save the one thought the one motive of mercy. It
was His daily action, When He spoke it was the
mercy of light given te man; whea Ke healed their
sick, it was still the mercy Hir all-powerful touch
brought upon them. Thirty-three years He re-
mained upon earth. Was that necessary for man's
salvation? No! But it was necessary that Christ
shoiild have a time to pour forth His infinite mercy
in His daily actions on the people. They came to
Him at all times, When He was at meat they
rushed into Him, just as Mary Magdalen rushed to
His feet as Ho sat at table, They came to Him at
the time when He was supposed to tako His rest,
just as Nicodemus came “at the midnight hour”
‘They pressed upon Him, so that $t. Mark eays they
'did not even give Him time to eat bread—to eat
His monls. And did He ever refuse Himaself to
them ? Did Ile ever turn away from them and say
& this is not the time or the place for you to seck
Me?  Did He cver show the slightest incoustancy
or uncertainty in His mercy? No! No matter who
came to Himn, or at what time or place, or under
what circumstances He was always equal to Him-
relf.  That charity, that mercy with whick He met
them was the business of His life, until the people
came to count with absolute certainty upon the
abiding constancy of His love,snd came to Him
with their sick and their blind and their palsied and
their dead, perfectly certain that Fis charity and
mercy would go forth from Iim, because, in truth,
that was the very life of God; this love which was
not an exceptional or occasional work with Him—
aot merely tho recreation of an hour—it was the
business of Fiis life ; it was His very life itself. IIe
brought to the work of mercy the infinite constancy
of God. )
Not only, howeover, was the charity of Christ con-
stant; but it was also 2 most tender and compas-
sionate form of love. Dearly beloved brethren, here
it is that we get a glimpse into tho inner heart of
our Lord. Here il is that we contemplate the vir-
tue of charity of meroy in Him. Here it is that we
see the infinite compassion and tenderness of His
most loving beart. ITe invariably surrounds each
nct of His mercy with every sweetest attribate of
tenderness and love, For instance, when upon the
monntain, He had five thousand people around
Him, and ITe resolved to feed .them; but, before He
multiplied the bread, He turned to his disciples and
said : I have compassion upon this multitude, and
I will not send them away fasting lest they might
faint by the,way; for lo! they have remaiced with
Me throo days.” - Not ceuntent with feeding them
He prefaces the action of mercy with the expression
of compassion, giving vent, as it were, to the strong
feeling of a loving heart. Then, whon He was pn«
tering the city of Naim a funeral procession came
forth ;. a young man,—the only son’ of a widow,—
who had lest him in'her old age, and novw, with dis-’
hevelled hair and streaming cyes and with the loud
outcry of despair, she mourned that the staff of her
iifc was gone—and the. hope nnd joy of her life
taken from her, as she followed her only child to
the grave. But the monent her voice fell upon the
Suviour's ear—when Ho saw her, He was touched
with pity, The founiains of His great, glorious,
loving heart were moved within Him ; and He goes
to the woman and lays ITis hand upon her shoulder
and suys to her in accents of thrilling love : * Wo-
man weep no more.” ' He dries the mother's tears,
and then turning to the man'on the bier, He says,
“Young man, 1 say unto,thece, nrise” And the
Evangelist tells us, that when the young man awolke,.
our Lord took him in His hands and gave him to
‘his mother—placed bim upon her bosom, and then

tenderness of His love on the hnppiness of that
meeting. Such was the heart-of Jesus Christ,

On enother ocension, Ho comes to Bethany.—
Laznrus was dead four days,*and in his grave, when
_the Master appearad, And they went into the house
and teld Mary the Magdalen that the Maaster was
come, and she rushed out and flung herself heart-
broken at His feet—exclaiming “ Gh, my Lord! if
thou hndst beenr here, my brother never would have
died.” When He looked down and saw this woman
weeping—the great sobs bursting from her breast in
the npony of grief, Jesus also wept, Tears came
from His eyes and fell upon the head: of Mary from

than those words % Jesus wept” The very Jews who

Himself, You know that 1 am come before you
this evening to speak, but. s of the attributes of

stood around, were amezed to see the compassion of

stood by and fensted His great coinpassion snd the’

the fountain of that Divire love and compa:ssion..'
 Thare. is nothinz more touching in all. Scripture.

the Man, They were not used to’ such grief, and
they said to ope another. “ Behold! He weeps—
see how much He loved him.” . Such was the heart
of Jesus Christ. He used to heal thg wounded feel-
ings of the afflicted, us well as to rpheve them ; and
entered into all their wants and ministered fo them,
whilst He ministered with 8o much .love thatthe
manner in which He relieved was almost greater
than the relief itgelf. Thirdly, the- charity of our
Lord was a magnificent, roal, active and efficacious
charity, He did not leve in word and thought
merely; He loved in deed and iruth. He dees not
content Himself with saying, I have compassion
on the multitude ;” but He puts His hand into the
basket and takes the bread and breaka it, and mul-
tiplies it, and gives it unto them until every one is
filled. He does not content Himaelf with saying to
the widowed mother, * Weep no more;” but He
gives her a reason to cease her weeping, for He
raines her sen from the dead and puts him upon hor
bosom. He does not content Himself with weep-
ing over the Magdalen and saying to her, “I am the
Resurrection and the Life;” but the next mement
-seos Him atthe tomb of lazarus, and -the darkness
-of the grave: hears & voice—* Lazarus, come forth”
—and Lazarus did come forth out of his grave ; and
and He gave him unto his sisters. ‘His was a mercy
that never tired; a mercy that met every form of
misery, for it was not only consiant, and gentle and
compaseivnate, or efficacious and active ; but it was
also Catholic and universal. Every form of misery
which came before Him was met by Him, Now,we
find Him opening the cyes of the blind ; again, we
find Him lifting up the helpléess and the lame;
agnin, He is cleansing the leper or raising the dead ;
at another time confounding the pride of the Pha-
risees, by the example of Ilis humility ; at another
time—the greatest work of all—when He received
the ainner with all her sins npon her, and in these
words, ¢ Thy sins are forgiven,” He sent her forth
purae ag an angel before the Throne of Geod.

Thesc are the four principal attributes of that
charity which exiated in the heart of Jesus Christ,
When Christ our Lord established His Church, He
cxpressly declares to us that he founded her im all
strength, in all beauty, in all holiness and truth.
He expressly declares to us that’ whatever He “had
He gave to His Church ; that whatever He was His
Church was to bo. It has beew written of that
Church, “Thou wast made exceedingly beautiful
because of My beauty that was upon thee” by the
Prophet Isains, Christ we find fulfilling this when
He said to His disciples, ¥ All Heaven and Earth is
given to Me; and now I say to you, as the Father
sent Me 20 do I send you; a5 I. am the true light
that enlighteneth all thut come into the world, so
are ye sent to spread that light; and the gates of
hell shall never prevail against that Church; as I
am the Onnipotent of God having power to forgive
sing, so I say to you whoss sins you shall forgive
ghall be fergiven them.”

But amongst the many gifts He bestowed upon
His Church He gave her that charity and mercy
which we have just seen was so perfect in the heart
of our Lovd, Therefore, as 8¢, Paul tells us, Christ
loved His Church, and gave His life that He might
present -her to Himself perfect, beautiful, glovious,
not having spot, wrinkle, stain ror any such thing
but all perfect in her supernaturul beauty, and so
wholly to be the spousc of Jesus Christ the Sen of
God. Amongst thess beauties was the beanty of
charity, like His own—bccause it is written, “I will
espouse thee in fuith, in justice, in judgment, and in
mercy and commisseration.” JHew, therefore, can
mercy aud charity not be a distinctiveof that Church
which wasto be the Brid¢ of Clrist. So, therefore,
when wego back to her history, we must find upon her
records, that attribute of charity like to His. Do we
find it? - Oh, my dear friends, mercy and charity
were unknown to the world until Jesus Christ
founded His Church—mercy and charity were un-
known to the world. The world had benevolence ;
the record of the world's bencvolence; the record
of the world’s history tells us of many acts of grand
benevolence perfosmed, now and then, by the
Pngans of old; we are told of many instances in
whicl they showed tenderness of heartand commise-
ration and of many in which they were generous
and self-sacrilicing in their efforts to befriend their
fellow-men, Remember all these are fair and beau-
tiful adornments of the natural character of man,
But they ure not supernatural ; they are not Divine
nor are they the mercy which Jesus Christ shall re-
quire of the soul which enters into the kingdom of
His bliss, Why! Because, my beloved, the charity
of which Jesus Christ our Lerd speaks, is 2 charity
which must spring from faith and be animated by
hope ; which must spring from faith because, as the
Apostle says, “And now abideth faith, hope and
churity, these three; but the greatest of these is
charity? Unless faith be there poinling ocut the
way of ail our charity, it may be gentleness, it may
b kindness of heart, it may be what youwill; but it
is not Christian chaiity. What does fnith tell us to
guide our charity? Our faith tells us thet we are
bound to minister to Jesus Christ, our Lord ;—to do
homage to Him no matter in what disguise or form
we find Him. Our faith teaches us that bleased are
they that minister to Him, for they shall be minis-
tered to by Him.

Now where shall we find Him so that our minis-
tration will reach Him? * In Heaven He commands
our adoration ; but we cannot minister to Him in
our mercy. In the blessed Eucharist He commands
purity of soul, o fervent approach, adoration ; but
we cannot minister to Him in our mercy, There is
enc form—one and only onc—in which Christ our
Lord presents Himself so that 'He becomes an object
of merey, and that is when He disguises Himsel€ in
the form of the poor and needy ; and then I say unto
you inasmuch as ye have dono 1t unto one of these
little ones ye have done it unto Him. And inthe
day cf judgment He shall say to the souls of the
just, “ I was hungry and yo broke your bread and
gave Me to eat; I was naked and ye clothed Me; I
was sick and ye lifted up My head and visited Me.”
And when the just shall say " Where oh Lord! did
wa sec Thoe hungry and foed Thee, or poor and
rclicved Thee 7™  Then the Lord shall say to the
soul of the just one: # Dost'thou recognize these?”
4% QOh, yes Lotd | T know them. I saw them on earth
famishing, dying, sick and in their misery.” Then
He will sny: ¢ I swear to you that whatsoever you
did to these, you did it to Me.”

Behold then what faith teaches ns. Faith estab-
lishes this principle,—that in serving the poor we
minister unto Jesus Christ ;=—that in ministering to
the poer we are working out our own salvation, for
our salvation depends on working out Jesus Christ
within us, What docs our hope tcll us concerning thig
work of mercy?  Our hope tells us that every pro-
mise that Almighty God has made of future glory
and bliss to man, is all bound up with the condition
of mercy. What do you hope for? DIardon for
your sins’; the highest mercy of God. God tells us

in {he scripture, “Redeem your sing by alms and

cover your iniquity by mercy to the pecor” Do you
laok forward to eternal light and glory? TIsaias
says, # Deal thy bread to the hungry and bring the
batborless into thy Louse. When thou scest one
naked, cover him; and despise not thine own flesh.
Then shall thy justice go before thy face and the
Lord'shall fill thy sonl with Drightness and give
thee cverlasting rest.” What wonder, then, that
when the very point to which cvery Christinn man
is tanding—namely the moment of judgment—when
every Christia: man is asking himself, # Shall I pass
threugh that golden gate, into the inmer glory of
God, or stall I be cast away into the flumes ot hell
forever ?” Oh awful moment! Oh fearful question |
Yel, in the moment when our fate shall hang in that
‘balauco which lies before us all ;" which ne man can
escape, in, that . torrible ordeal which every man
amongst us must pass through, our Lord will say,
“5how M3 your mercy, You wish to pass into My

glory; show' M’ how you have purchased it by
works of mercy to the peor. I was hungry and you

gave Me not to eat; thirsty and you gave Me not .o

drink; sick and you woilld not visit Me ner comfort

Me; for as often as you have refused this unto the,

poor you have refused it unto Mec. . Bepartnow thou
accursed into everlasting flamed?. Oh! how sacted
is the exercise of that charityand mercy the moment
we see it through the eyes of faith ard hope; and
unless it is tlius seen through the:eyes of faith and
hope, it may bs a haman ‘virtue, bat it i8 not - the
divine virtue of charity.

Now this virtue, exalted and divine, do we find in
the very first days of the Church. She alone could
create this charity of which I speak. And why?
Because she alone has the knowledge of Jesus
Christ,—the alone can recognixe Him,—she alone
hag the ecommission fo preach His word and to
evangelize His name unte the nations, she alone
has the treasure surpassing all othe:s, of His own
divine presence in her - bosem., Therefore, she
alone can create the virtue which acknowledges the
claims of Him in the poor, and straing to serve Him
through them. From the first days of the Churchs
existence do wo find that mercy shining upen her.
During the first 300 years of the Church’s existence
when to bo a Catholic meant to be sentenced to
death; when Christians were obliged to hide in the
catacombs and tomb—for to shew themselves was
to accept instant destruction ; even then, the record,
of the Church tells us, whenever some great. Roman
was converted or whenever seme great family of
Romse received the light, the very first thing they
did—the first impulge of their new religion—was to
cell an auction and dispose of everything they had;
and then, when the money was lying before them
in great heaps of gold and silver, to eall in the poor
and distribute it all to them. Wken St. Laurence
wag in his dungeon awaiting death, they told the
Roman Gorvernor that ke was & dercon of the Chris-
tian Church, and held all the immense riches which
it was whispered that they had hidden. They lied
in that day about the pricsts of the Church just as
we hear their lies now, and say that we priests are
always trying to get the people’s money. When
the governor heard this, he called his prisoner and
said to him, “/Pell me. Is it true that this Christian
Church te whick you belong, possesses such great
treagures 77 ¢ Perfestly true” “Then" he said,
«J will give you your lifec om one conditien: that
you bring all the treasures of that Chirch and hand
them to me.” Bt, Laurence went sut and gathered
a!l the lnme and the wretched and the poor and the
sick, and brought them all, hundreds of them, Lefore
the palace gate, so that when the gevermor came
down, anxious to gloat over the atores of gold and
silvér and precious stones which he looked for, he
saw only this multitude, And when ho asked St.
Laurence where was this treasure, the deacon an-
swered, “Bohold! These, O Pretor, are the trea-
sures of the Church of Jesus Christ.” In her alone
we find charity organized in a constant form.

You have seen that mercy was the life of Christ—
not an occasional thing with him but the duty and
business of every day of His lif>—the only thing for
which he lived. Where, except in the Catholic
Churcl, do you find lives consecrated, from youth
to age ccnsecrated, to the one work of mercy?  QOut-
side of the Catholic Church you find a great deal of
benevolence, kindaess of heart, good nature, a great
deal of compassion and gentleness for the poor.—
But there is this difference. No one, except in the
Catholic Church, has this mercy and charity—the
sign and senl of her union with Jesus Christ. The
Protestant lady who wishes to visit the sick takes
her Lasket upon her arm, puts a bottle of wine in
it, and groes on her errand.  She does a pood thing,
a holy thing; yet, remember, she will do it to-day ;
—but to-morrow? To-morrow it may rain, and the
delicate lady will stay at home. She will do it to-
day,—she is in & good humor,—in the vein of piety;
but, to-morrow, she may have asick headache and
not feel liko it; or, perhaps, yesterday, some whom
she visited scemed to her ungrateful ; or, perhaps,
they were dirty ; and so she has given it up ; or she
may have household duties, or visits to pay, and of
course she cannot be expected to give her whole
time to the poor. But, cross the threshold of the
Cathelic Church. The moment you have passed it,
the very first figurce you see is that of the Sister of
Charity, or the Sister of Mercy, or the Sister of the
Poor. You ask the priest who these &re, and he
answers: “ These are ladies—many of them ladies
of birth—Iladies of the most refined mind—of the
most cultivated and highly educated intelligence;
—ladies, as you perceive by their demeanor, by their
walk,~ladies, wha had all the pleasures and joys of
life before them; but, at fiftcen or sixteen years of
age, conseerated themselves to the Church. They
brought to that Church their purity, their virtue,
their nobility of intellect, their refinement of man-
ner, brought everything to the Church and said, I
want to consecrate all these to the service of the
Church.!” The Church of God sags: “Are you
willing to devote your whole life, for I won't aceept
it for a day, or a year?” And theyanswered, * Yes,”
Then the Church says, “ Go into & Convent, fast
and pray; satisfy me of your heroic virtue ; and,
when I am satisfied that you are one of God’s elect,
—most holy ones,—then, and then only, you may
go into the hospital, or the orphanage, or the work-
house, there to sit down for the rest of yourlives”
To the Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of Charity
she says, “ Take the sick, nurse them, perform for
them every most menial office, be their servants, be
their slaves, their atiendants, their nurses, every day
until the end of your life ; but I will not give you
the mission of honor until you have first consecrat.
ad yourselveg to God” Ardin that consecration
the Church warns thom : “remember, no matter
how hideous the disease,—no matter how revolting
the form of infirmity, no matter how certain the

_contagion and death yax bring upen yourself, you

must swear to me, at the foot of my nltar, that no
form of disease, danger, or coutagion—no sacrifice
of your feelings or tastes,—shall over keep you for
one instant from your post of labor,” This iu
charity as it is in the Church. We can rely upon
it, we can lean upon it, as they leaned upon the
Divine mercy and eharity of Jesus Christ, for it is
constant, Consider the thousands that are growing
into the maturity of their age under these vows, in
these ministrations. Consider the thousands of
consecrated ones in the Church who are ripening
into that old age which brings revervenve and ailver
hair. For all these there is no thought but mercy.
All their hopes for life and cternity are bound up in
the sick and the poor. Moreover, the charity which
manifests itself in the Church is like to that of our
Divine Lord in its tenderness and gentleness, How
could $he Church be other than gantle, tender, lov-
ing and compassionate in her mercy, seeing what
the motive is: she recognizes the Lord in the poer,
and therefore, in ministering to them, ministers as
if it were to Jesus Christ,

My dear friends, when the werld deals out its
wealth to the poor, it deals it with a grudging and
imperious hand. When the political congress or
the statesmen malke up their minds to build a coun-
ty house, or place of refuge for the poor, they make
it ag like a jail as possible. The poor man ig
brought in and made to fecl that heis a pauper.
He is made almest to forget his name ; for he takes
his number; he is known only by that, He receives
his subsistence, and, under the poor-law system in
England and Ircland, the same class of clothing as
the convicts—the same pattern. If he be a marvied
man, he is separated from his wife; if he be a father
he is sepurated frem his children j—yes, even the
mother is separated from her children who arc
taken from her and put into the children's wued,
numbercd and ticketed a8 & man would ticket cattle,
So, whilst their life is prolonged, they have the
pauper’s rag to cover them, and the pauper’s morsel
to kecp life in them ; but their feelings are crushed,

-and they are made io feel that they are dependent
on the charity of a world which longs for the time
yhon sll will be'over. Ohl the suffering, the fee].
“ing of utter degradation that must come over the
man or woinan whois obliged to bave receurse to
its assistance, knowing that thosp whe minister to
.them are waiting with impatience for the time to
come when the parish will be relieved of & pauper
when & paupers coffin shall.enshrine him, and he
shall be borne to a .paupers grave! No hope, no
solaco, no tendernces,  no sympathy : the heart ig
broken while the life is prolonged. Well do I re.
member many such instances of the state of feeling
of our people with regard to this system ; but I re.
member once being called to assist in Dublin a wo.
man who was dying. I climbed up to the wret hed
garret, and found her lying uwpen the bare figor
with not even a little straw under her head, and 1o
covering save the rags she was accusiomed to wear
and walk about in, The woman was past seventy
years of age, and, in her youth, had been well edg-
cated, of respectable parcnts, and in comfortable-
almost wealthy—circurcstances. Her children hag
dropped off, or emigrated, one by one, until, at Jast
this old woman was left alene; and I found hep
lying there, with fever in her veins, dying of stary.
ation and hunger. She was not able toapeak to me
when I entered, and I had to lie down on the floor
to receive her confession. So utter was her destity-
tion, that I protest I had to go outand lock smongst
the neighbors te get a cup of water to "wet her lips

Seeirg her ih such suffering, and finding myself un.
able to relieve her,I ventured fo suggest to her

“You have no oze to take charge of you, and yo{;
are dying ; would it net be betier to let me have
you taken to the workhouse hospital 7’ She leoked
at me, nor will I ever forget that look. T sent for
a priest, and, great God,” she said, “has he no con.
solation te offor me but this! NWo, father; take
back that word!” I was obliged to take it back

and to beg her pardon for having used it. “No: I
can dic here of hunger, without being degraded.” '

Now pnss again into the Catholic Church, She
selects the best, the tenderest, the purest, the holi-
est of her children, and gives them the mission to
minister to the poor. The gentlest hand ; the heart
filled with the tenderness of virgin love for Jesug
Christ; the heart that ,has never been centracted
by one voluntary emotion of self-lave; those who
are of all others most calculated to condole whilst
relieving ; to bind up the wounds of the hears
whilst they raise the languid head., If yon or I to-
morrow were stricken down and aflicted, from wha¢
lips should we wish to hear the words of consola.
tion and of hope, but from the lips of the consc.
crated ones of Jesus Christ? Where could we find
a band more fitted to wipe away the tear upon our
faces than the hand lucked in the spiritual nuptialg
of Jesus Christ ? If wewanted to lean wpen the
sympathy nnd love of a fellow-creature, where will
we find & heart more capable of relieving that want
than the heart that is ecmply of all love, save the
one love of Jesus Christ? Ohl my dear friends,
you have enly to go into any House of Mercy or of
Charity, or any hospital, or to the Sisters of the
Poor, to find this true Christinn mercy. Never will
I forget, some few years ago, whem I was on the
missien in Manchestor, I went out to see the public
buildings, and found amengst them a house of the
Little Sisters of the Poor. They took in aged peo-
ple, who suffered from incurable discases ;—those
whe were stricken dewn and unzble to labor, or
even to beg for themselves. These,~-abandened by
all,—these, the Little Sisters of the Poor lifted ou
from their wretched hovels and brought into their
louse and hospital ; and there they kept them, sur-
rounding them so far as they could, with all the
comforts of home, and making them as happy as
possible. Then they went out in the morning
through the crowded streets of that great city, and
begged a morsel of bread for themselves and the
aged; and they broke their bread and divided it
with the poor. There was one of these nuns—an
English lady—who had beer a grand lady of the
world,—whom I had known as such; splendid in
lier beauty and her accomplishments ; grand in her
family ; surrounded with the worship of the society
in which she moved and over whch she reigned as
a queen : but in the day that she became a Catholic
she gave hewself to God and bheenme & Little Sister
of the Foor; and I found her here ministering
around them and nursing them, an Irishman, over
80 years old—his head, with its silver bair, bowed
down with age, and his mind returning to the me-
morics of his youth, and those hie loved, long since
departed. I spoke to Lim ; and he said to mee: © Ab,
frinr, when I was young and had a family of my
own, I had once a daughter,—my colleen! Geod
Look her from me, and she died in her youth, I
buried her in the grave. I was dying and starving
when ghe''—(he pointed te the young lady.—) “ my
colleen, came out of her grave, She took me in
her arns and brought mehere® The Little Bister
heard him, rod she spoke to me and said, “ What
douvs he say? ¥e is always repeating those words.”
And I was obliged to tell her. ¢« He snys that yon
are his darling—his joy—the light of Lis eyes—his
own colleen, come back from the grave.?

You will sce, accordingly, that it is the Catholic
Church which invests its mercy with the infinite
tenderness that can only exist in the heart con-
secrated fo Ged. With the gentleness that is born
of trie nobility—with all holy, pure and refining
influcnces, does she surround her sick.

Again, charity in the Church of God, like charity
in Jesus Christ, is efficacions. Itisa hard working
ever-toiling charity. It has gone on for nearly two
thousand years, and it has not outgrown itself yet,
nor is it tired, Charity, like that of Him who said
“ My Father worketh even now, and I work.” Tho
Church labors with a charity that never knows old
ago; and she will be just the samoe until the last
day, a5 she has been at any time for the past two
thousand years. The world complnins of her im-
portunity. These sisters come ameng you, every
days bringing home the sick, and appealing to you
to give them the means of supporting these sick
and bealing them. You may say,“ They are always
troubling us ;—always bothering ; always coming
to us in business hours, for money.” Oh, yes!—it ig
o ; ond so they will come, But, consider, if yon
please, that which is to you but the paying ofa
single visit, is to them the business of their lives.
Conm!er if it be troublesome for you to put your
bond into your pocket, or your till, sand givea
dollar once or twice, perhaps, in a year, how much
more troublesome it is-for those poor creatures,
who must go out every day of their lives; for until
the last day of the world's existence, the cnergy of
the Chuich,—the hand of the Church which they
are,—will be as fervent and strong and as energetic
as it was in the days of the Church, when the hand
af god was fresh upon her; because she comesfrom

od, .
Fioally, the work of mercy with.Ged is universal,
and so it is with the Charch. Every form of human
migery, every form of human suffering finds its re-
medy prepared in the Catholic Church, and in her
alone. The father and the mother die, and the
poor orphau child is left alone, the most helpless of
all God's creatures. The orphan sends forth its
wail of misery, and upon that voice of the child not
yet able to speak, the Almighty God hears the com-
plaint; ag the pxophet of old “snid :—* Father and
mother have abandoned me, but Thou nlone, Oh,
Lord, art with mo,” There is no organization ready
to veceive if. There is mo system of organized
charity to take the place of father and mother. The
world makes no contribution for their support.
But the Sister of Charity or the Sister of Mercy
comes and takes that little infant upon her. virgin
bosom, to lier home, moest like te the Virgin Mo-
ther as she boroe the infant from Bethlehem, What
will be the fate of this child; baving no mother, or
father, or u drunken, dissolute father who neglects



