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when the Saviour and Judge, fan in hand, will throughly purge his
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner, at the same time that
he burns up the chaff with unquenchable fire.””

AsTrRoNoMICAL CAUsE oF SuMmMER.—Summer is, both in
the literal and the metaphorical sense, the season of blossoms ;
and as the blossoms muke the fruit, the time of them is really the
most important of the whole. 1In our middle latitudes, there is a
very beautiful instance of design and adaptation in this. The
grand stimulating agent in all terrestrial action, at least in a natural
view of it on the surface of the carth, and the intensity of this ac-
tion, is made upof two elements,—the portion of the twenty-four
hours during which the sun is above the horizon, and the altitude
of the sun above that horizon, Both of these, in either bemi-
sphere increase as the sun declines towards thut hemisphere, or
ruther as the hemisphere inclines to the sun ; though, as the first
of these is the apparent result of the second as a reality, our nsing
the one expression or the other does not affect the result. The
increase or decrease of altitude is the same, with the same change
of declination, in all latitudes ; but the variation in time above
the horizon increases with the latitude : consequently, the higher
the latitude the greater the change of solar action with the same
change in declination. The change in declination increases from,
the solstice to the equinox, and diminishes frqm the equinox to
the solstice. Thus the increase of the solar action begins to
slacken at the vernal equinox in March, and gradually diminishes
till it becomes O at Midsummer ; after this the decrease com-
mences. This, however, only in so far as depends on the alti-
'tude of the sun ; for the cther element, the time which the sun is
above the horizon, goes on increasing till the longest day, or
day of the solstice.

Thus, in the advanced part of the summer, there is a diminish-
ed increase of the momentary intensity of the solar action, and a
lengthening of its daily duration, What is given to the presence

coptrivnnces which we are acquainted with are directed to bene-
ficial purposes : evil, no doubt, exists, but is never, that we can
perceive, the object of contrivance. Teeth were contrived to eat

uot to ache ; their aching now and then is incidental to the con-’
trivance, perhaps inseparable frem it ; or even if you will, let it
be called a defeat in the contrivance, but not the object of it.
You would hardly say that the sickle was made to cut the reaper’s
fingers, though, from the construction of the instrument, and the
manner of using it, this mischiel' often happens. We never dig-
cover a train of contrivance to bring about an evil purpose. Since,
then, God has called forth his consummate wisdom to contrive
and provide for onr happiness, and the world appears to have
b'een. constituted with this design at first ; so long as this constita-
tion is upholden by him, we must, in reason, suppose the same
de.SIgn to continue. We conclude, therefore, that God wills and.
wishes the happineas of his creatures. And this conclusion being
once established, we are at liberty to go on with the rule built
upon it, namely, “ that the method of coming at the will of God,
concerning any action, by the light of nature, is to inquire into
the tendency of thataction to promote or diminish the general
happiness.””— Paley. ' '

CoNNECTIONS BETWEEN THE NATURAL FRATURES oF
A CouNnTRY AND 1TS MoRALS AND MANNERs.—Much de-
pends on whether itis flat or mountaipous, pasture or arable
land. Tt appears from fact, too, that much depends on miner
circumstances,—even on whether it is damp or dry., It is amu-
sing to the traveller in Holland to observe how new points of
morals spring out of swamps, as in the East from the dryness of
the deserts. 'To injure the piles on which the city is built, is at
Amsterdam a rcapital offence ; and no inhabitant could outgrow
the shame of tampering with vegetation by which the soil of
the dykes ig held together. While Irish children are metritorious-
ly employed in gathering rushes to makae candles, and sedges for
thatch, ¢ the veriest child in Holland would resent as an injury

of the sun above the horizon, istaken from the absence below it 5,
and thus, as the summer advances towards the longest day, all
that works by the action of the sun works with less increase of in-
tensity, and for a longer time. After the longest day is passed,
both elements of the solar action diminish, slowly at first, and
mare rapidly afierwards, until the summer merges in the autumn.
Near the equator the changes are com paratively small, and they
increase with the latitude ; and the differences in this respect are
| what may be called the celestial differences of the character of
:summer in different latitudes ; but terrestrial causes modify these
[

so much that the practical results as observed are very diflerent
from what the celestial theory would give.

Still, any one who thinks but for a moment, will not fail to dis-
y the season of bloom is secured from violent
This is enough to con-

jcern how beautiful]
‘action, either the one way or the other.
'vince us that the action which goes on in the production of na-
ture during the summer s really the most important of the whole
iyear ; for it is performed with the maximum of power in the

‘agents, and the minimum of disturbance in their operation. That

and blights the early blossom in the spring, is vanquished, and
‘completely stayed from makingany wroad, till the seasonal pur-
poses of nature are accomplished ; and the ardour of the stimu-
’Iming causes which have vanquished this destructive one are
lslackened, so that they may not injure that- which, during the
Istruggle of the early part of the year they have preserved.

All this, too, is accomplished by means so very simple, that
their simplicity proves the most wonderful parts of the whole ;
'for it is nothing more than the planes of the annual and daily mo-
tions of the earth intersecting each other at an angle of about 23°
28’ ; and the line of intersection passing through the equinoxial
points of the annual orbit.”’—Mudie’s Summer.

GoopNEss or Gop.—When God created the human species,
either he wished their happiness, or he wished their misery, or he
was indifferent and unconcerned about both. If he wished our;
misery, he might have made sure of his purpose, by forming our
senses to be go many sores and pains to us, as they are now in-
struments of gratification and enjoyment ; or by placing us amidst

'resistance of winter, which but too often shrivels the young leaf

objects so ill suited to our perceptions as to have continually

offended us, instead of ministering to our refreshment and delight.

[fe might have made, for example, every thing we tasted, bitter ;‘
every thing we saw, loathsome ; every thing we touched, a sting |

every smell, & stench ; and every sound, a discord. If he had/

been indiffcrent about our happiness or misery, we must impute to
ition is excluded)]

our good fortune (as all design by this supposi
both the capacity of our senses to receive pleasure, and the sup-
ply of external objects fitted to produce it. But either.of these
(and still more both of them) being too much to be uttrlbutgd to
accident, nothing remains but the first supposition, that God,
when he created the human species, wished their happiness, and
made for them the provision w hich he has made, with that view,
and for that purpose. Contrivance proves design ; a.nd tl}e: pre-
dominant tendency of the contrivance indicates the disposition of|

any suspicion that she had rooted up a sedge ora rush, which
had been planted to strengthen the embankments.””  Such are
certain points of morals in a country where water is the great
enemy. In the East, where drought is the chief foe, it i3 a crime
to defile or stop up a well, and the greatest of social ‘glories is to
have made water flow were all before was dry. In Holland, a
malignant enemy cuts the dyke as the lastact of malice : In Ara-
bia, he fills up the wells. -In Holland, a distinct sort of moral
feeling seems to have grow up about intemperance in drink. The
humidity of the climate, and the scarcity of clear, wholesome
water, oblige the inhabitants to drink much of other liguids.  If
moderation in them were not made a point of conscience of the
first importance, the consequences of their prevalent use would
be dreadfal. The success of this particular moral effort is great.
Drunkenness is almost as rare in Holland as carelessness in keep-
ing accounts and tampering with the dykes. There is no country
in the world whose morals have more clearly grown out of its
circumstances than Holland.—How to Observe—~Morals and

Manners, by Harriet Martinean.

INFLUENCE oF CoMMERCE UPON MorALs AND MAN-
~ERs.—Upon the extent of the commerce of a country depends
much of the character of its morals. Old virtues and vices dwin-
dle away, and new ones appear. The old members of a rising
commercial society complain of the loss of simplicity of manners,
of the introduction of new wants, of the relaxation of morals, of
the prevalence of new habits. "The young members of the same
society rejoice that prudery is going out of fashion, that gossip is
likely to be replaced by the higher kind of intercourse which is
introduced by strangers, and by an extension of knowledge and
interests : they even decide that domestic morals are purer from
the general enlargement and occupation of mind which has suc-
ceeded to the ennui and selfishness in which licentiqusness often
loriginates. A highly remarkable pictare of the two conditions of
'the same place may be obtained by comparing Mrs. Grant’s ac-
!count of the town of Albany, New York, in her young days, with
the present state of the city. She tells us of the plays of the
children on the green slope which is now State Street; of the
tea-drinkings and working parties, of the gossip, bickerings, and
virulent petty enmities of the young society, with its general re-
gularity and occasional backsliding ; with the gentle despotism of
its opulent me .ers, and the more or less restive or servile obe-
dience of the subordinate personages. 1In place of all this, the
stranger now sees a city with magnificent public bnildings, and
private houses filled with the products of all the countries of the
world.  The iohabitants are too busy to be given to gossip, too
unrestrained in their intercourse with numbers to retain much
prudery : social despotism and subservience have become impos-
sible : there is a generous spirit of enterprise, an enlargement of
knowledge, an amelinration of opinion. There is on the other hand,
perhaps a decrease 'of kindly neighbourly regard, and certainly a
great increase of the low vices which are the plague of commery
cial cities.—How lo Observe--Morals and Manners, by Harrieg
Martineau.

the designer. The world abounds with contrivances, and all tho
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