
and would flot tremble at that gentleman~s accession-to
the Premiership. But as for Sir John. Thompson-once
let bim become Premier and chaoi is corne again!1
Witb aIl due deference to the venerable Doctor, this
strikes us as bcing bosh. We have flot the profoundest
confidence in Sir John as a politician, but we demand
sometbing more than rbetorical periods when it is
alleged that he is working out some nefarious design of
Jesuitismn against the country.

S IR JOHN THOMPSON'S own reply to Dr Pouglass
.is at once dignified and satisfactory. it clonsists of

just two sentences, but it could flot have been stronger
had kt been as long as the Criminal Law Amnendment
Act. He says: "'Those who know that a man may
change his religious views fromn conviction need no .ex-
planation. -It would be idie to give reasons to those who
do flot bzIieve that a man may conscientiously become a
Catholic."

'MESSRS. McCARTHY AND O'BRTEN have en-
titled theinselves to positions as star freaks in

GRip'S Dîme Museumi, because, as Members of Parlia-
mient, they dared to call their souls their own to the
extent of speaking against the Gerrymander Bill. Party-
isrn is carried to such an idîotic extrenie in Canada that
this is quite an. honorable distinction. But these
worthies will be outranked as curiosities when we can
fin 1 a couple of members of Parlianient 'vho wiIl flot
only speak against a bad measure introduced by their
own leaýder, but who will also vote against il. It is no-
ticeable 'that the names of both McCarthy and O'Brien
are absent from the division list on the vote for th,
second reading of the bill. This robs theni of most of
the credit they deserved for their exhibition of Ilinde-
pendence."

H ON. DAVID MILLS followed the bad example of

bility of physical resistance in case the Gerrymander Act
was forced on the country. A resort to anms will flot be
necessary, il th&' Canadian electorate disapproves of the
iniquity; it can bc rendered futile by the noiseless force
of the ballot. Sir John Thompson can bunch the con-
stituencies insuch a way as to make the election of a
majonity of Tories by a minority of the people seem cer-
tain ; but he cannot make voters cast their ballots jtist as
he calculates. He is counting upon the Conservative
citizens of this country being as reckless and besotted
partizans as he is hiniself. It reniains for these citizens
to undeceive hini.

MEANWHILE there is every indication. that the BillMis going to become law, and that without any ma-
terial modification of its nastiness. It has passed its
second reatding and is now in committee, where amend-
ments are being voted down with machine- like precision.
In the divisions, always on the wrong side, we find the
name of N. F. Davin, a gallant* gentleman who would
scorn to take a mean advantage of an opponent in any
pnivate dispute. Yet here he is,'following the Govern-
ment through muck and mire like a menial, and, we are
sure, heartily despising himself for doing it. Faugh!1

THE Churches havé been enoin busy, and let us

ventions, asseniblies and synods. Many important

A CONTRADI.CTORY CRY.

FREDDv-"« SaY, nurse, is thaI nun selling fresh fish?"
NuRssa-" He pretends 10 be."
FRPDDY-"'Thon why does he botter out, 'Fresh fish, 'ail a,
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-topics bave corne up for discussion, and been laid at rest
more or less satisfactorily. As usual, the reverend gen-
tlemen have. resoluted on the great temperance question,
an operation wbicb is regarded with com-placency by the
traffic, whicb knows that votes are the only things that
count. In view of a recent cartoon in these pages, it is
with much satisfaction that we note the resolve of the
Methodists to refuse bereafter ail State aid to their mis-
sion work. During the last five years subsîdies have
been paid to Church schools as follows : Roman Catho-
lic, $i,989,ooo ; Presbyterian, $286,ooo ; Congregation-
alist, $183,o00o; Friends, $140,000o; Episcopalian,
$102,o00; Methodist, $3,35 This Çhurch-and State.
business ougbt to be stopped altogether.

MR, BLAINE'Spublic career appears to b vr n
statesinan exploded (rom a superabundance of magnet-
ism. The Republic, and especially the Republican
party, is well rid of him. Though the object of an un-
reasoning and bellowing sort of worship of a large sec-
tion of that party, he was always a source of we.akness
and trouble. He was the Americati Tuç.per, and neyer
allowed the cares of State to obscure his own personal
business interests.

H ERE is a characteristic chunk of wisdom fromth
pnof the level-headed gent who edits the Hamil-

ton 2'ives
Quebec is considering the taxation of mortgages. The heaven-

born statesmen who are advocating the idea are going to take for
public uses part of the usurer's exactions fromn thc borrower.
That's what they think. The mnoney.lender just smiles and
familiarizes himaself with the column of the interest table represented
by the addition of the per cent. tax to the Current interest rate.
The rider who 100k the bag of flour fin before the saddle and car-
ried it on bis shoulder, Ilto relieve the hoss," ought to be, Finance
Minister in the De Boucherville Government.


