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THE NESTORIANS,on THE LOST TRIBES.
BY ASAUEL GRANT, M.D.
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Nestariann.—Churehea; Worship; Sabtoth.—A Tale—Tre-
acrvation of the Scriptures.—=Strife with the Koords. —
Tasteral Life.— Resources, —Character.  Females,

¢ The sound of the chureh. zaing bell
These valleya and rocks never heard ?
/.
Octonen 20.—Sadath. A thin piece of board
was struck rapidly with a mailet, to call the 'wl-
Tagers to chureh at the rising of the sun.  Each
person, on entesing the church, put ofl” his shoes,
and testified his veverence for the sanctuary of
God, by kissing the doorposts or threshuld, and
‘passed on to kiss the Gospels lying npon.lhg ulm.r,
. then the ¢ross, and finally the hand of his reli-
gious teacher. . )

The charch, like all [ saw in the mountains,
was a very solid stone edifice, with arched rof,
»nd might stand for ages.  Others that 1 saw had
stood for mare than fowiteen centuries, according
to their ancient records, For the nariow door,
(witich would not admit a man without much
stooping,) the usual explanation ,was given,
« Strait is the gaie,”? &c., a truth of which they
wish to he reminded when enteting the sanctuary.
‘The p:ayers, and the singing or chanting of the
psa‘ms, were all in the ancient Sytiac lon quage,
and quite unintelligible ta the common people ;
but one of the priests read a portion of the Gos-
pels, znd gave the translation into the }’l)lg:nr §y-
tiac spoken hy the Nestorians = and this constitu-
ted the preaching. Somelimes the reading is ac-
companied by some explatiations or legendary
‘stories, of which they have many.

It was a sacramental occasion ; and the bread
and wine were consecrated in the sanctuary or
¢ holy place? of the chureh, and then broughi out
by a puest and a deacon, while euch member of
the clirch went lorward in rotation, and parteok
of a small piece of the bread from the hand of the
priesty who held a napkin to prevent any particles
ytom falling, as he put the morsel into the mouth
“of the communicant; and then he drank of the

. wine, which was held with great care by the

* deacan, so that not a drop should be spilled. ” But
there was none of that idolatrous adoration of the
host, so characteristic of the mass of the Roman-
ists, and of the other Oticutal churches. On the
contrary, there was almost a scriptural simplicity
in the ohservance of this soleman ordinance,

The priest who had olficiated in the prayers
and instiuction of the congregation first pariook
.of the sacred elements, and then invited me to
partake. Hitherto 1 had never partaken of this
.ordinance with the Nestorians ; but to have de-
clined under preseat circumstances would have
done as much injustice to my own feelings as to
theirs. For many months 1 had not been privi-
leged with coming to the table of the Lord: God
had in greal mercy preserved me through many
perils, and brought me among a people who had
1eceived the Gospel from the apostles and imme-
diate disciples of our Saviour, and bad preserved
s oo -tines with a greal degree of purity ; aml
t ouzh there was painful evidence of a greal
vt of spiritual life, I was encoutaged to hope
that some almost smothered sparks of vital piety
were still burning upon these altars. I could not
-but regard it as & branch of the tiue church of
God, though immersed in the darkness of gross
.ignorance, superstilion, and spiritual torpor, yet
not of death. But there was sti!ll much in Lhejr
character and circumstances of decp and lively
inferest 3 my-heart was drawn out towards them
in warm aficclion ; and seldom have I commemo-
1ated the dying love of Christ under circumstances
more deeply interesting, than. among these primi-
tive Chiisuians, in the wild mountains of ancient
Assyiia. .

There was great stiliness and propriety of de-
porlment in the congregation, and all retired
without noise’ or confusion. In passing out, each
person recelved.at the door a very thin leaf of
bread, rolled together, -and enclosing a morsel of
meat. This was the ¢ love-feast® of the early

+ Chuistians of the first and second centuries.®

» Mosheim's Ecelosiastical Hi;lo’ry, ;ol.l p.> 8.

Several of the people then went 1o the house ol
the church steward, and paitack of a more sub-
stantial but plain repast, retiring soon after to
their houses or calliag npon their inore immediate
[riends. The day was observed with far more
propriety than I have seen among other Chris-
tians of the Last. There was a general stillness
throughout the village, such as | have l)Oll??d n
few paces in more highly-favoured lands, There
was ne noisy merrimeat, no altention to sceular
business ; amd the social interconrse of the Bcople
was nothing more than whul was practised in the
ancient Hebrew Church.  Formetly they are said
to have regarded the Coristian Sabbath wilh so
much sacredness, as to put to death pessons for
travelling on that holy day. .

In the evening many of the people again assem -
bled for worship at the church, and morning and
evening prayers are offered there thiough the
whole week.  But, unlike what T have seen any
where else in the East, many of the people s:y
their prayers in their own dwellings, instead of
soing to the chureh during the week; and a
small wooden cross may e seen hanging from a
post for them to kiss before prayers—a practice
which they regard as a simple expression of love
1o Christ, and faith in his death and alonement.
The cross, however, is not considered, in any
ense, as an object of 1eligious worship.

Oct. 21,—At dawn of day the people came in
greal nambers for medica) aid, and | soon became
50 thronged by them that I was obliged to stop
my prescriptions it} they should retire 1o a dis-
tance, allowing no more than thrée or four to come
lorwand st once. - Many of the applicants came
from other villages, There were many sullering
fiom bilivus affections, intermdittent fever, &c., the
consequence of the rice-liclds, and extemsive ir-
rization of the gardens in the village, together
with the great heat of summer, which must be-
come oppressive from the concentration of the
sun’s rays in these narrow vales. The mountains
tise so 2hiuptly that most of Ihe soil is prepared
for cultivation by forming arlificial lerraces.
These are supported by a stone wall on the lowes
side, while one terrace riscs above another, and
the houses are dispersed among the gardens.

Al a short distance {rom Lezan, a precipice is
pointed out, where the people say their forefa-
thers, before the Christian era, were in the prac-
lice of carrying up their aged and helpless pa-
rents, and throwing them down the mountain to
relieve themselves of the burden of their support.
At length, the following incident put an end to
the horrid practice:—A young man, who was
carrying his aged father np the precipitous moun-
tain, becamne exhausted, and put down his burden
toltest; when the cld man began o weep, and
said to his son, ¢ 1t is not for myself, but for you
that [ weep. I well remember the time when |
carried my father up this same mountain ; but |
litle thought then that my turn would come o
soon. [ weep, my son, to think that you too may
soon be dashed down that dieadful precipice, as
you are ahout to throw me.”” This speech mell-
ed the son’s heatt 5 he carried back his venerable
father, and maintained him at his own home.
The stary was told to others; it led 10 reflection,
aml fiom that time the practice ceased. This
may serve as a specimen of the fables of the
ceuntry, if it be no more than a fable, -

1t was about ten o'clock before I could pre--
seribe for the wumerous applicants for inedical ajd
though I had most of my medicines folded in so—.
pavale portions, so that I could deal them out
with greal facility. 1 then proceeded up acreek
which bere empties into the Zab, and belore night
arived at the village of Asheetha, (or avaluncl}e)
—so called from the circumstance that avalanches
are remarkably frequent here. The remnains of
some of them were still 1o be seen in the ravines
Just above the village, from which it is saiq they
neyer disappear, . :

We travelled for four or five mil
almost continuous village,
often came out to salute
At one village of about on
side of the mountain,

es through an
from which the people
us or ask for medicine.
e hundred houscs, on the

these were said 1o be
; "o
less than forty men who eould read, which was

regarded a5 a remarkably large prohorti
population of a thousand or m%relwlllls!wl;’::l:af
bly bul.a small part of them can reaq intelligibly
the ancient ‘Syiiac, their only writlen langaasa
At Asheetha, L became the gue 2

0 st of priest Aura-
ham, (Abraham,) who js reputed he nl:ost‘lc:n::a

Nestorian now living. He has spent twenty years
of his life in writing and reading b oks, and has
thus done much to supply the waste of; if not to
replenish, the Nestorian literature.  But even he
had notan entire bible ; and thouzh the Nestos
rians have preserved the Schiptures in manuseript
with great care and purily, so scarce are the co-
pies, that 1 have not founid but a single Nestotian,
and that one the patridrch, their apiritual head,
who possessed un entire bible: and even that was
in half a dozen different volumes. Thus divided,
one man has the Gospels, another the Lpistles, the
Psalms, the Pentateuch, or the Prophets. Pog~
tions of the Scriptures are also contained in their
church liturzy orritual.  The hook of Revelation,
and two or three of the shorter Epistles, they ‘did"
not possess till furnished with them by our mission ;
and these portions of the Bible appear not to have
reached them when their cannon was made up.
But they readily received them upon the testi-
mony of ether Cliristian nations, and the internal
evidence of their authenticity.

The Nestorians attach the greatest value to the
-Scriptures, and are desirous to have them multi-
plied among their people, in a langnage which all
understand ; and when | told priest Auraham of .
the power of the press to multiply hooks, his
keen, expressive eye was lighted up with a.new
brilliancy, and he manifested a strong desire (o
see it in operation here. )

Seeing me taking the eatalogue of his small Jj-
hrary, he begged me to write down his application
for the Seriptures he had requested ; and others,
following bis -example, said, ¢« Wiite down my
name : ¢ Write my name, that I may have the
Gospels too ;** referring to the four Gospels in the
ancient Syriac, which is the only portion of the
Bible printed in the Nestorian character.

This priest may yet prove an efficient aid in out
future efforts for the improvement of his people.
His twenty years® 1oil, in copying the few vords
of the Nestarian literature, are beyond all com—
mendation, when we think how small was his
encouragemnent, and that he stood almost alorie in
the work. No wonder that he was deeply aiiima-
ted, ory I might rather say, almost electritied at the
prospect of seeing a power in operation which
could do his twenly years’ work in a less number
of days, and at a far less expense than what he
had paid for his paper and parchment. His style
of writing with the reed was truly beautiful, and
the glossy lustre such as can scarcely be equalled .
by type. He was very desirous to sce schools
eslablished for the education of his people ; and
said that great numbers would altend, if we would
open a school in the village, e

The people here say they can bring a thousand
armed men into the field ; and, estimating thetn sa
one o five of the whoie prpulation, this would
give five thousand souls 1o this single village, the
largest in the monntains. About half of tfie peo-
ple spend the summer with their flocks upon ‘the
mountains, living under tabernactes of reeds and
hushes, o1 in tents; while the remainder cultivate
their gardens, and follow other employments ‘at
home. In these villages, where the whole popu-
lation remains through the winter, the people
dwell in entire security ; but they are sometimes
brought into collision with {he'r Koordish neigh-
bours while pastuting their flocks in their imme—
diate neighbourhood. Such was recently the case
with the Nestorians of this village,

While they were pasturing their flocks on one
bank of the Habor, a powetful tribe of Koords fiom
the other side surprised them in the night, and
drove away ahout 5000 of (lyeir sheep. The Nea»
torians then took possession of a juass, that led (o
the winter-quartess of the Koords, The lattér,
finding themselves shut in where they could niét
fong find subsistence, sent Lo the head chief of tho
Hakary tribes of Koords, to ask his Siterference 3
and this chiefsent a liberal preseni to the patriarch
hopmg’m this way to indage {he Nesioiiang'" c:-
telinquish their advantage. To prevent open hige
tilities, and keep on good terms with the Hak ¥y
chiel, the patriarch acceded to the ‘proposifion
but intimated 1o his pepple here that they “might
obtsin redress at another (ime, Cdn’seq’ii'e'iiﬁy
the Nes}onans suffered the Koords. to fdfii“rn’;c:
their winter~quarters, taking. their_booly” Wijlh
them, and the Nestorians came hack to heir vi)
lage.” ‘Thus stood the case whei I visitgd'
t)lx::, i:‘vehs‘lle I was ;(;. the patriarch’s, l"l{za'u'i: ‘Mipt

orians made an incursion into the villag
of these Koords, and drove* aivay’ abait Im
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