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of my parents, am I reduced ta the moft
painlul dilemnqa ta which a feeling and
delicate mind could poffibly b expofed.
Educated in a manner that incapacitates
me from procuring my own maintenance,
I an denied the common p:rivilege of my
lefs haplefs fiters ; that of living bencath
the protedion of mny fkther's roof ; and
am conipelled eitier ta teek abroad for
that fuflenance i have never been initrué-
ed to earn, or to unite rmyfelf tu one from
whom. rny heart recols, and relinquifh
for ever the nly languig hope that fiatters
with impcrfc(t viions of diflant happi-
nefs rny benighted imagination.

But it muft not be, I tremble at the

very thought : and fo, in my humble opi.
nion, ought the ungenerous being who
calls himfelf my lover. A man of proper
(pirit,.or even of com mon delicacy, would
furely ceafe to pref, his Cuit ta a peif ecuted
woman, who has already informed him
that her affeaions car never be his.

Alas ! what can an a hlplefs female
expea from the man who accepts, from
the tyranny of parental violenc¾ that
hand which ought ta be beftowed hy the
inclinations of the confenting heart alone ?
ýuch, fir, is my cafe, fuch the halplefs fi.
tuation of the perfecuted
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ON THE STUDY OF BOTANY.

T HERE is no one branch of philofo-phy, the fiudy of which has been,
or can be, of more extenfive and univer-
fal benefit ta mankind than that of bora.
ny. 'he animal creation, man not ex-
cepted, is altogethei dependent on vegeta-
bies for the svhok of its food ; 'tis by them
alfo that we are clothcd; and not only
the neceffaries, but hy fir the greater part
of the comforts and even elegancies of life,
are found in ther. All forts of vinous
liquors, however great the variety, are
nothing but fo many different combina-
tions of iegetaibite juices ; to therm wC
are chieily indebted for that great variety
of elegant and beautiful dves that diver-
fify the drefs of ail forts of people: But
there is no end of ernumerating aill the be-
nefits that men rective fron.vegetables t
fuflice it, therefore, to fay, that however
grett and numierous the benefits are which
men at prefent receive fron thei, and
however many the vegetables whofe vir-
tues have been difcovered ta be benelicial
ta mankind,tha, there arc, doibtlefs, na:
ny yet undete&Ad whofe hidden virtues,
if laid open, might adminitier much to
the comifort and happinefs of riankind.
To difcover 'and lay open thefe things is
the province of botany : Botanils have
already done nuch ; they have, as.it were,
laid open the way, and furnifhed a key for
unlocking the fecrets of vegetable nature ;
they have difeovered many of thofd natu-
ral orders in which vegetables were rang-
cd at their creation they are now able
by the frudification only, or,which is the
fame thing, by the bloffom and fruit, ta
paint forth the gencral nIturc of maity

plants ; ta tell what may be.ventured up.
on faiely for food, and what not, even a-
mong plants which they never faw before:
Tbhe following infaances may ferve to il-
ludirate tis : 1i, Such plants as have in
thir blofiorns three flamina, and two
files enclofed with a hufk, are eficulent i
of this kind arc almoft ail the graffes ; the
plants are food for cattle, and their.feeds,
the fmaller ones for birds, and larger, fuch
as wheat, rye, &c. for men ; none of there
were ever found ta he poifonous. 2d.
All fuch as have papillonaceous, or but-
terfdy fhaped bloffoms (of which the blof.
fom of the pea l a good fample) are nu,
tritious i of this clas are ail forts of peas,
beans, vetches, peaflings, &c. alfo, lucerp,
faint-foin, and every fpecies of clover ;
the plants of this kind 'are ail good-for
cattle, hags, &c. the feeds, the larger
ones for men, and fmaller for birds Somq
alfo of this clafs have large tuberous roots
which are efeulent, and will make bread ;.
fome of thefe are found growing wild in
this province: none of this clafs are poi-
fonous. 3d. All fuch as have a gaping
bloffum of one petal, divided at the mouth
into an upper and und4er lip, with four
flamina, two of them longer ; one fille,
divided at the top and fdur naked feeds,
are odoriferous and cephalic ; of the fame
tiatural order are fuch as want two of the
nlamina, but the bloffom agreeirg in eve-
ry other refpea. Thyme, marjorai, hyf-
fop, lavender, catnip, and cvery fpeciesof
mint ; alfo fage-, rofemary, and many a-
thera, corne into this order. Fron what-
ever part of the vorld a bloffom of the a-
bove kiid was brought, thougli we. nevcr
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