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of my parents, am | reduced to the moft
painful dilemma to which a feeling and
delicate mind could poflibly be expofed.
Educated in a manner that incapacitates
me from procuring my own maintenance,
1 am denied the common privilege of my
Jefs haplefs fifters ; that of living bencath
the protection of my father’s roof ; and
am compelled either to feck abroad for
that {ufiecnance 1 have never been inflro&-
ed to earn, ar to vaite myfcl to one from
whom my heart recoils, and relinquith
for ever the only languig hope that flatters
with imperiedt vifions of ditant happi-
nefs my benighted imagination.

But it mufl not be, I tremble at the

On the Study of Botany.

very thought : and fo, in my humble opi.
nion, ought the ungenerous being who'
calls himfelf my lover. A man of proper
fpirit, or even of common delicacy, would
furcly ceafe to prefs his fuit to a perfecuted
woman, who has already informed him
that her atfc@ions can never be his.

Alas ! what can an a helplefs female
expect from the man who accepts, from
the tyranny of parental violerce, that
hand which ought to be beftowed by the
inclinations of the confenting heart alone ?
$uch, fir, is my cafe, fuch the halplefs fi.
tuation of the perfecuted
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ON THE STUDY OF BOTANY.

HERE is no one branch of philofo-

phy, the ftudy of which has been,
or can be, of more extenfive and univer-
fal benefit to mankind than that of bota-
ny. The animal creation, man not ex-
cepted, is altogether dependent on vegeta-
bles for the whale ofits food 5 'tis by them
allo that we are clothed; and not only
the neceflaries, but by rar the greater part
of the comforts and even elegancies of life,
are found in them. Al forts of vinous
liquors, howcever great the variety, are
nothing but fo many different combina.
tions of vegerabie juices; to them we
are chiefly indefted for that great variety
of elegant and beautiful dyes that diver-
fify the drefs of all farts of pooples But
there is no ¢nd of enumerating all the be-
nefits that men receive from vegetables

, fuffice it, therefore, to fay, thar however

great and numcrous the benefits are which
men at prefent receive from them, and
however many the vegetables whofe vir-
tues have been difcovered to be beneficial
to mankind, that there are, doubtlefs, ma:
ny yet undete@ted whofe. hidden virtues,
if laid open, might adminiffer much to
the comfort and happinels of mankind,
"To difcover 'and lay open thefe things is

. the province of hotany : Botanifts have

already done much; they bave, as.it were,
laid open the way, and furnithed a key for
unlocking the fecrets of vegetable nature ;

" they have difcovered many of thofé natu-
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. ral orders in which vegetables were rang.
ed at. their creation; they are now able

by the fro&ification only, or, which is the
fame thing, by the blotfom 3nd fruit, to
peint forth the general nkture of mauy

plants ; to tell what may be ventured up.
on farely for food, and what not, even a-
mong plants whicl they never faw before s
The following inftances may ferve to il-
lustrate this : 1/, Such plants as have in
th2ir blofloms three flamina, and two
ftiies enclofed with a hufk, are efculent ;
of this kind are almoft all the grafles ; the

+ plants are food for cattle, and their.feeds,

the fmaller ones for birds, and larger, fuch
as wheat, rye, &c. for men; none of thefs
were ever found to be poifonous. 2d.
All fuch as have papilionaceous, or byt-
terfly Maped bloffoms (of which the blof-
fom of the pea is a good fample) are nu.

tritious 5 of this clafs are all forts of peas,

beans, vetches, peaflings, &c. alfo, lucerp, -
faint-foin, and every fpecies of clover;
the plants of this kind “are all good for
cattle, hogs, &c. the feeds, the larger
ones for men, anid fmaller for birds : Some
alfo of this clafs have large tuberous roots
which are efculent, and will make bread ;.
fome of tbefe are found prowing wild in
this province: none of this clafs are poi-
fonous. 3d. All fuch as have a gaping
bloffum of one petal, divided at the mouth
into an upper and under lip, with four
flanina, two of them longer ; one flile,

‘divided at the top and four naked feeds,

are odoriferous and cephalic; of the fame
natural order are fuch as want two of the
flamina, but the bloffom agreeing in eve.
ry other refpe&®, Thyme, marjorain, hyf-
fop, lavender, catnip, and cvery fpecies of
mint ; alfo fage, rofemary, and many o-
thers, come into this order. From what-
ever part of the world a bloffom of .the a-
bove Kind was brought, though we never
. ‘ . faw



