
THE HARP

Cousin Laura was a very pretty girl at
sixtecn, and in those days my taste had
not been foned. She threw me over
seisibly enough for a bc.tter follow."

ne rises as ho speaks, turins as if
about ta go, and pauses, as if a thought
had struck hiim.

Yoiu are sure therc aie no prior en-
ggements ? i wouldn't caie ta poachi
on amother man's manor. You are sure
they wili not abject? 1L would be u-
pleasant fori me to fail deliberately in
love only to be a blighted being for the
rest of mîiy life."
She loks at him quickly to sec if lie

is jestin. It is sometimies diflicult foi
her ta t l whetle'er ier fiavourite is in
jest or earnest. llis couitIenance ai
east is quite grave.

; preume o,' she answers, rather
laughtily ; "l they would bardly Coule

to nie as they did come if' prior attach-
ments or engagements existed."

And you will drop th'em a l'int of
this little arrangLemn. t will oily be
fair ta give them a voice in th mat,
you know'.

Vell-if you wish it, certainly but

i decidedly wish i t," lie interrpts,
coolly, "a faMi field amd no favour au
both sides. By the by, you doni re-
strict me to Mademoiselle Marie, i
hope? A mIan natu'ally likes freedom
of colice, and as I told you befoe,
tastes differ. If by any chance-"

Shle ooks at him iii unf'ei gned sur-
prise.

"Couldyou really tlhink of that small
silent, dark, rather plain gil ? i eau
not believe it. i shiould cei'taiiily, foi
your own sake, pref'r it ta be Mari

" 'y dear lady, how are ve to tel
that either will condescend to thinkz a
me twiCe? Ab ta MAdemoiselle Reine
I have it fomn her own lips that shu
bates me, that she always intends t
hateme, da she thinUks me insufl'erably
piiggish and Pecksifan, and fo' all
know sle maay b right. E uit it is m
v'hiii to have f'reedon of choice-wit

yourpermission."
Mr. Laurence Longwaorth," say

Mis Windsor, half anused, half annoy
ed, ' my opinion is that you are laungh
ing at me all ths whilê, and lmean t
1 ave iothimg to say to eithier. Yo

know peifeò'tly well that for the succoss
ot our schemo iL would be mUAch btter
not to say a word about it. Girls are
proverbially perverse. Tell thein they
are to (10 a certain tlhing, and they imni-
mediately go andI do the reverse. But
you shal plonse yaorslf. I will speak
to themi if you desire it.'

" I do. And bolioe me i amu dioe in
carnest than you give mue credit for.
Here comes Mis. Longworth. I resigni
in hcr fiivouir."

Marie ad Frian k pass a t the samo
moment, and she smniles upon hiim.
'Th ey both scin well amiused ; it woulid
lie a pity to spoil sport. A little farther
down he sees Reilne, no longer alonie.
O'Sullivan is by her side, n M rs.Sel-
don and a few more, aid this group he
loisurely jins.. Mr. OSulivan appears
to have the fluor, and is expatiatin -g ami
lie purity o' liberniain lineage anîd the

desirability of the capital letter "O " by
w:ay of Ieix.

l It's the equivalent of the German
von or French de-a patent of nobility
ii itselt' Su-e anyone that aver toolc
the trouble to rend Irish history-"

"A trouble whieh nobody ever doos
Lake, mny prine saiys Iianwort .

l lnow, Contiues the O'Sullivanl,
that O and ' n aî'e theo preux aof

all tim, ings aof the Countr'y froim tinie

,
Thpîe tawNv docks ia sI i'iki g ton as

tliey land, and aIl aie wve:ry anid glad
ta bc homie. Tfhey hlave taaisted tlîeir
next ialerry ileietingc in elaret Clps, tlioy
have lauded Mi' Franeis J)exteî', ta Clie
lie:îveis, a.nd sol a bri Il i:nt.suceess trami
a irst ta last, Mi'. De.xter's pieuie camies

uaan end.
"L lias beau the lîappI1t, tlîe very

fhl)Iiest day ao' illy lite,'' lie iirmursiil to
Miss L"adell at parîtiîîg, undt lie ifîs
lie baud as lie says i t i n riglift ki i ghdty

0 ilho u ntîd k isses it~.
On Ri i n's table, fflhn slie enters lier

rom, a leLter Ils-a luttear i n a mains,

hand, -nd Tiauiiýi-el odon. lier

teurs i t opeuI aind rends i tegry anid
Skisses itih shiling oesie üd

% Vhlich aie i ts has-
" Thne for' evel' and ever,

-L


