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coneceptions overwhelmed in d:ﬂ.\'kl\cSS and
horrot if it be rejected, T therelore conclude

that a limited interprelation is autherised.,
Perhaps there is some pertinence in the sug-.
gestion which T recallect to have seen in some,

old and nearly unknown book in favour of
universal restitution;; that the great differ-

ence of degrees of fulure punishment, so,

“plainly stated in Scripture, .allords an argu-

ment against ils perpetuity-; since, if the de-,

merit be infinite, there can be no place fora
scale of degrees, apportioning a minor inflie-
tion to some offenders; every one should be
punished up to the utmost that his nature
c¢an sustain; and the same reason of equity
there may be for a limited measure, there
may consistently be for a limited duretion.
The assignment of an wunlimnited duration
would seem an abandonment of the primip'e
ol the discriminaling rule observed in the ad-
justment of degress.

1f it be asked, how could the doctrine have
been more plainly and spiritually asserted
than it is in the Seripture language? In
answer, I ask, how do we construct our
words and sentences to express it in an abso-
Iute manner, so as fo leave no possibility of
understanding 1he language in a ditferent,
equivocal or questionable sense 2 And may
we not \hiuk\lhnt if 50 transcendently dread-
ful a doctrine had been meant'to be stamped
as in burning eharacters on our faith, there
would have been such forins of proposition,
ol circumlocution, il necessary, as would
have rendered all doult or question 2 mere
palpable absurdity ?

Some intelligent and devout inguirers,
unable to admit the terrific doctrine, and
yet pressed by the strength of the Seripture
Language, have had recourse to a'literal jn-
terpretation of the threatened destrnction,

the eternal death, as siguifying ennihilution’

of exislence, after & more or less protracted
penal infliction,  Even this would be a pro-
digious relief; but it is an admmission that
the terms in question do mean something
finzl, in an absoluto senze. I bave not di-
reeted much thouglit on this point; the grand
object of interest being a negation of the
perpetuity of misery. ~ I have not been
anxious for any satisfaction beyoud thet;
though eertainly one would wish to indulge
the hope, founded on the divine attribute of
infinite benevolence, that there will be a
period somewhere in the endless fatarity,
when all God’s sinning creatures will be
restored by him to rectitude and happiness.
" It often surprises me that the fearful doc-
trine sits, il I may so ¢xpress ity so casy on
the minds of the religious and benevolent
believers of it.  Swrrounded. immediately
by the multitades of fellow - wortals, and
lvoking abroad on the present, and hack on
past state of the race, and regarding them
as to the immense majority, as subjects of
so direful destination, how ecan they have
any calm enjoyment of life, how can they
be cordially cheertul, how ean they escape
the Incessant haunting of dismal ideas,
darkening the cconomy m which their lot is
cast? 1 remember snggesting 1o one of
them such an image as'this:—suppose the
case that so many of the great swrrounding
population as e conld no, even in a judg-
ment of charity, believe to be Christians,
that is, 1o be in a safe state for hereailor—
suppose the case 1o be that he knew so
many were all doomed 16 sufler, Ly penal
infliction, a death by tosture, in the most
rotracted agony, with what feelings wonld
}lc look on the populous city, the swarming
country, or even a crowded, mixed congre-
gation?  But what an infinitesimal trifle
that would be in comparison with what he
«oes believe in looking on these multitudes.
How, then, can they bear the sight ol the
living world around themn ?

As to religious teachers; if the tremen-
dous doctrine be true, surely it ought to be
almost continually proclaimed as with the
blast of a trumpet, inculcated and reiterated,
with ardent passion, in every possible form
of terrible illustration 5 no remission of tle
-alarm tothoughtiessspivits.  What! belicve
them in such inconceivably dreadful peril,
and not multiply and aggravate the terrors
to frighten them out of their stupor; deplor-
ing that all the horrilying representations

-in"the power of thought and langnage o
wmake, are immeasurably below the real
urgency of the subject ; and almost wishing
that somne appaling phenomenon of sight or
sound might break n to make the impres-
sion that no words can make. If we saw a
fellow mortal stepping heedlessly or dar-
ingly on the utmost verge of some dreadful

- precipice or gulf, w humane spectator would
raise and continue a shout, a seream, to pre~

- vent him. How then can it comport with

- the duty of preachers to satisfly themselves
with briel, oceasional refercnces to this aw-

* fu) topie, when the most prolonged thunder~

- ing alarm is but as the note of an infant, a

. bird, or an insect, in proportion 1o the hoiri-
ble urgency of the case? :

There has been, in some quarters, what
appeared to me a miserably fullacious wuy
of talkingy, which affects to dissuade fiom

dwelling on suel territying representations.
They have said,— These terrors tend only
to harden the mind 3 approach-thethonglt-
fess beings vather, and almost exclugively,
with the milder suasives, the gentle lau-
aguage of love.”” 1 camnot,of conrse, nean
to say, that this also js not to be one of the
expedients and of frequent application. But
I do say, that to make this the main re-
source is.not in cousisteney with the spirit
of the Bible, in which the larger proportion
of what is suid of sinners and addressed to
them, is pluinly in ¢ tone of menace and alarm.
Strange if it had been otherwise, when a
righteous Governor was speaking to a de-
praved, rebellivus race.  Also it is matter of
fact and experience,that itis very far oftenor
by impressions on fear that meu are actually

Let any one reeall what he has known of
such awakenings. Dr. Watts, all mild and
amiable as he was, and delighted to dwell
on the congenial topics, says deliberately,
that cf all the persons to whom his ministry
had been efficacions, only one had received
the first effectual impressions from the gentle
and attractive aspects of religion; all the
rest from the awlul and alatming ones—the
appeals to fear. And this is all but uni-
versally the manner of the divine process of
CONVersion. ‘

A number (not large, but ef great piety.
and intelligence) of “ministers within my
acquaintance, several now dead, have been
disbelievers of the doctrine in question ; at
the same time not feeling themselves imper-
atively ealled upon to make a public disa-
vowal 5 coatent with employing in their
wminstrations strong  general {erms in de-
nouncing the doomn of impenitent sinners.
For one thing, a consideration of the unrea~
sonable imputations and unmeasured suspi-
cions apt to be cast on any publicly declared
partial * defection from rigid orthodoxy, has
made them think they should better consult
their usefulness by not giving a prominence
to this dissentient point; while yet they
make no  concealment of it In private
communications, and in answer to serious in-
quivies. When, besides, they have consider-
cd how strangely defective and feeble is
the eflicacy, toalarm and deier careless, ir-
religious minds, of the temible doctrine itsell
notionally adwmitted by them, they have
thought themselves the less required to pro-
pound ene that so greatly qualifies the black-
uess of the prospect. They could net be un-~
aware of the giievous truth of what is so
strongly insisted on as an argument by the
defenders of the tenet—that thoughiless and
wicked men would be sure-1o seize en the
mitigated doctrine to encourage themselvis in
their impenitence. . But this is only the same
perverse and fatal use that they make of the
doctrine of grace and mercy through Jesus
Christ. It they will so abuse the truth, we
cannot help it.  But methinks even this fact
tells against the doctrine in question. If the
very nature of man, as creared, every indivi-
dual, by the sovereign Power, be in such des-
perate disorder, that there is no possibility of
conversjon and salvation except in the in-
stances where that pewer interposes with a
special and redecming eflicacy, how can we
conceive that the main proportion of the race
thus morally impotent (that is really and ab-
solutely impotent), will be etemnally punished
for the inevitable result of this mworal impo-

tence? But this [ have said before.
With all good wishes for the success of
your studies and ministrations, I am, dear
Sir, yours truly,

J. F.

LIBERTY OF CONECIENCE.

BY BROUGHADN.

As men will no longzer suffer themselves
to be led blindfold in ignorance, so will they
no more yield 1o the vile principle of judg-
ing and treating their follow creatures, not
according to the intrinsic merit of their ac-
tions, but according to the accidental and
involuntary coincidence of their opinions.
The great truth hay finally gone forth 1o the
ends of the earth, that man shall no more
render account to man for his belief, over which
he has himself no control. Hencetorward, no-
thing shall prevail upon us to praise or o
blame any one for that which he ean no
more change than he can the hue of his
skin or the heightof hisstature. Iencefor-
ward, trealing with entire respect those who
conscientiously differ from ourselves, the
only practical effect of the difference will
be, to make us enlighten the ignorance, on
one side or the other, from which it springs,
by instructing them, if it be theirs; our-
selves if it be our own ; to the end that the
only kind of unanimity may be produced
which is desirable among rational beings—
the agreement procceding from full convic-
tion, after the freest discussion.

A strong mind can proudly trivmph over
the oppression of paln, the vexations ([
disappointment, and the tyranny of fortuns.
—John Foster. '

awakened 10 flee from the wrath to come.,

DANCING.

BY DR. CIIANNING.
_

Dancing is an amusement, which has been
discouraged in our country by many of the
best people, and not without reason. ~ Dane-
ing is associated in their minds with balls ;
and this is one of the worst forms of social
pleasure.  L'he time consumed in preparation
Jor @ bell, the waste of {hought upon it, the
cxlravagince of dress, the late hours, the ex-
haustation of strength, the exposure of heualth,
and the languor of the succeeding duy,—ihese
and other evils, connected with this amuse-
ment, are strong reasons for banishing it
from the commuuity. But dancing ought
not therefore to be proseribed. On the con-
trary, balls should be discouraged for this
among other reasons, that dancing, instead
of being a rare pleasure, requiring elaborate
preparation, may become an every-day
amusement, and may mix wiih our common
intercourse. This exercise is among the
most healthful. The body as well as the
mind feels its gladdening influence. No
amuscment seems more to have a founda-
tion in our natuve. The animation of youth

overflows spontanconsly in harmonious
movements. The true idea of daneing en-

titles it to favor. Jts end is, to realise per-
fect grace in moiion ; and who does not:
know, that o sense of the graceful is one of
the higher faculties of our nmure? 1t is to
be desired, that daneing should hecome too
comnmon ameng us to be made the object of”
speeial preparation as in the ball; that
mewbers of the same fumily, when confin-
ed by unfuverable weather, should ceeur to
it for exercise and exhilaration; that
branches of the same family should enliven
in this way their occasionual meetings 3 that
it should fill up an hour in all the assem-
blages for relaxation, in which the young
fonn apart. 1t is 1o be desired, that this’
accomplistunent should be extended to the
taboring elasses of socicty, not only as an
innoceunt pleasure, but as a means of im-
proving the manners.  Why shall not grace=
tulness be spread through the whol. com-
munity 2 From the French nation, we
learn that a degrec of grace and reline-
ment of manners may perviule all classes.
The philanthropist and Christian must de-
sire 10 break down the partition-walls be-
tween human beings in different conditions
and one means of doing this is, to remove
the conscious awkwarduess, which confine-
ment lo iaborious occupations is apt 1o in-
duce. . Anaccomplishment, giving free and
graceful movement, though a far weaker
bond than inteltectual and moral culture,
still dees sornething to bring thosé who par-
take it, near each other.
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MONTREAL UNITARIAN CILURCIL

On the evening of Tuesday the 2d instant,
2 Soirée was held in the reoms of the base-
ment story of the Unitarian Cliurch of this

city, for the benefit of the Sunday School in
connection with the congregation. There

THE NEW PLANED,

In our last number we took oceasion to
introduce anctice of the new Planet recently
discovered by M. LeVerrier. In speaking
of its distance from the central bady of our
systen, we find a mistake has been made.
Having no other means of information on
the subject available at the time, we were
Ted to rely ou a newspaper paragraph.  We
saw it stated there, that the newly found
orb lay at three times the distance of Uranus
from the Sun. This is incorect. It lies
at about double the distance of Uranus from
the Sun; as every one will perceive from
the credible statements wow generally in
circulation.

DR. PRIESLTRLY,

The following paper relating to {he Jife and
character of this eminent man, was readat a
late meeting of the Mutual Tinprovement
Class in connection with the Dontrea] Unita-
rian Church, Tt is presented here in the
Irope that it will inlerest our readers as much
as it did those who listened to its perusal —
The particulars of Dr. Priestleys life, &e.
are abridged principally from his Memoirs,
cominenced by himself, and, after his death,
-continued and completed by his son.

¢ The life of Dr. Priestley has always:ap-
péared to me to furnish a beautiful and inter-
esting portraiture of the true Christian char-
acter; and perhaps my predilection for this
subject may in some mees<re be prompted by
the fact, that he was a faithful witness for,
and bright examplar of, that form of faith
which we regard as primitive and uncorrupi-
ed Christianity.  In religious inquiry, Dr.
Priestely united the most child-likesimplicity
of character with the most manly intrepidity.
e had a finn conviction that by Trath no
man was ever injured 3 and he was always
ready, ¢ through good report and ewil re-
port,” to follow wherever she should Tead,
without any regard to conmsequences. Ilis
other studics and puisuits, great and impor-
tant as they were, were regarded as nothing
in comparison with religion ; and on this:sub-
jeet he delighted most to exercise the ener-
wies of his vigorous and inquiring mind. To
the study of the Seriptures he brought a re-
verent and devout spirit, and defended its
historic and prophetic anthority with an- ear~
nestness and power seldom, if ever, egualled.
And to this reverence for the Word of God
may be attributed his bold and uncompromis-
ing opposition to what he believed 1o be the
inventions and corruptions of men.

As a philosopher, Dr. Pricstiey, eminent as
he was, was perfectly free from the slightest
approach to vanity 5 and thongh distinguished
as an inventor and discoverer, he never en-
tertained any petly jealousy abeut prior dis-
covery. Tlhe progress of knrowledge was his
sole object; and he was quite indifferent
whether the discovery of new facts was made
known by himself or by another.

As a metaphysician, he advanced doc-
trines which even to many of his best friends
appeared startling, whilst from others he
drew down upon himself an opposition often

were nearly two hundred persons preseuit,
many of them being Christian friends from
other denominations, The school-room was
connected with a saloen for reflreshments,
and the larger room adjoining served, for the
time, all the purposes of a drawing room.
The latter was tastefully decorated, and the
former was provided with tables amply and
elegantly furnished by the industry and
iberality of the ladies. ~

After tea, the chair was taken by William
Workman, Esq., and the meeting was ad~
dressed by the minister of the ehurch and
severalothergentlemen.,  Ateleven o’clock
the assemblage separated highly gratified
with the proceedings of the evening.

On Sunday evening, the 7th instant, a
discourse was delivered, according to an-
nouncement, in the Unitarian Church of this
city, on the present distressed condilion of
the people of Irgland.  The church, on this
oceasion, was completely filled in overy
part—chairs and benches being placed in
the aisles. The large congregation, which
must have been composed of persons of
various origins and denominations, seemed
deeply interested in the subject presented
to their notice, and listened throughout the

discourse with a marked attention.

exhibiting itself in coarse vituperation and
invectives but these were lost sight of by
im, or were regarded as the idle wind, in
his cager pursuit of right, and his devoled
loyalty to the sacred cause ‘of truth,

Few men have had to struggle for so many
years with circumstances more straitened
and precarious than Dr. Priestley ; few men
have ventured to attack so many and such
invelerate prejudices respecting the prevalent
religion of his country; few have had to en-
counter more able opponents in his literary
career; or have been exposed to such inces~
sant and vindictive obloquy from men of
every descriplion, in return for his unremit.
ting exertions in the cause of truth : yet none
have more uniformity proceeded witiy a sin.
gle eye, regardless of consequences, to act as
his convictions impelled him, and his consci~
ence dictated.

Dr. Driestley, it has been said, was a man
of perfeet simplicity of character. IHe laid
open his whole mind and purpose on ali ocea-

direct means. In integrity and disinterested-
ness, in the striet performance of every social
duty, no one could surpass him. His temper
was casy and cheerful, his affections were
kind, bis dispositions f!ricndly. Such was
the sweeiness of his manner in social inter-
course, that many who entertained the
strongest prejudices against him on account
of his opinions, were converted inlo friends
on a personal acquainiance.

A deeply-rooted conviction of the henevo-
lence of that Being who overrules all events,

and who, he said, ““always took more care

sions, and always pursued avowed ends by -—
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