262 Elihee Burritt, the Learned Blacksmitk.

he wculd there meet some congenial spirit, who, with the advantages of Cel-
lege instructivn, might be able to assist Lim on in his more rugged path.
This hope, if ever indu'ged, appears to Lave been disapjointed; for we have
in his own words, the course of study which he pursued «uring the follow-
ing winter, and there certainly is potbing in it to indicate that assist-nce of
any kind was enjoyed. Here is Burritt’s account of how (lis winter was
spent :—

« As soon as the man who attended to tle fires bad made one in the sitting
room, which was at about half-past four in the morning, I urose and studied
German till breakfast, at half-past seven. 'When the boarders were gone to
their plaeces of business, I sat down to Homer's Lliad, withvut note or ¢-m-
meut to assist, and with a Greek and Latin lexicon. Before they came in to
their dinner, I put away all my Greek and Latw, and began reading 1talian,
which wus less calculated to attract the attention of tle noisy men, w o at
that hour thronged the room. After dinner I sat down again to ti.e lliad
.+« .. Intbe evening 1 read in the Spanish language until bed time. 1
followcd 1his cowse for two or threc months, at the end of which time I had
read about the whol: of the lhad in Greck, and made considerable progress
in French, Italim, German, and Spanish.”

In the Spring he retwned to his native town, intending to work at his
trade, but he was by this tin.e Lecoming known, and was offered the mannge-
ment of a grammar schuol, which he uccepted.  'The sedentary nature of this
employment, however, accorded but ill with h's herculean {rame, and at the
end of a year he had to relinqui-h his charge.

Shortly after this, Mr. Burritt travelled for 2 New England Manufacturing
Company. Railroads were but few in th-se duys, and the greater part of
his journeys were made on horseback. This oceupation not only resored
his health, Lut furnished new opyportunities for the prosecu'ion of Lis tavour-
ite studies. The study of Hebrew he began and pursucd while travelling
on horse back through some of the beuutiful valleys of the Northern States.

It has been truly said by one to whn the subject of this sketeh was familar
that ¢ Burriit is not a mind to stand s1ill or to be satisfied with the attain-
meut of the nearest goal ; there is still always n goal beyond, and that must
also be reached.” At the period te which we have brought down our out-
Jine of his life, Burritt had mastered, untaught, and not only una-sisted, but
in the face of all obstacles, Latin, Greek, Helrew, Spanish, liakan, French
and Gerinan, and yet he saw a goal beyond. But with h'm goals attained
were but Bew siariing points, and having at this period of his nstory mastered
the languages of the West, Burritt’s, with that instinet which bhas guided all
great men {rom Alexander te Napoleon, turned to the East. Oriental litera~
fure was still to him a =ealed book, and this s«: ] Burritt determined to break,
But the means—the books, he had not ; and America could not farnish what
he thouglit he required. Did this—[to a man of his means a serious obstacle
deter Burritt from the pro-ecution uf his scheme? No!—DBut let ustell this
part of the story in the words of the writer whose memoir of the Blacksmith
we are, in this article trying to condense—+T'o overcome this difficulty he



