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And behold there was a man which had awither-
ed hand; And they asked Himn, saying: 1s it lawful
to heal on the Sabbath days? that they might ac-
cuse Hhum. And He eaid anto them: What man shall
there bo among you that shall have one sheep, and
if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not
lay hold on it and lift it out? How much better
thon is & man than a sheep! Wherefore it is lawful
ta do well on the Sabbath days. Thon saith Ile to
tho man: strotch forth thine hand, And he stietch-
cd it forth and it was restored whole ae the other,

Then tho Pharisees went out and held a council
against Him, how they might destroy Him. But
when Jesus kuew it He withdrow Himself from
thenco, and great multitudes followed Iim and o
healed thom all and charged them that they should
not make Him known, &c.—Matt. xii. 10

The resder’s ationtion js called to this narrative
for tho best of reasons—because it contains the
food of the undying Spirit. Wo use food and tako
exerciso to prolong, as far as possible, our present
life—a lifo so dear to all.  But this fuod perisheth
with tho using, and, after a little, the iifo it pro-
longs will perish with it. The working machinery
will wear out or be stopped, and life shall cease.
But vur Creator has in keeping for us a life of joy
and love; a life cternal; and Ho has graciously
told us iow and by what means we gain it.  Jesus,
in prayer to His Father, said: “This is life eternal,
that they might know Theo the only true God and
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”—(Juhn xvit.
3) Noither the Jews nor His own disciples under-
stocd how they wers to eat His flesh and drink His
blood, until Jesus told them that His words were
spiritand hife, and that these words would eternally
feed aud satisfy 1he spirits of those who received
them, When he asked the twelve if they also
would 2o away as did the rest, Peter, horrified at
tho thought, cxelaimed: “‘Lord, to whom shall we
ge? Thou hast the words of oternal life.”—(John
vi. 60, 67, G8.)

Johun, the last of Jesus' bivgraphers, tells Gud's
purpose in having these things written: **That ye
ight beheve that Jesus 1s the Chnist the Son of
Gud; and that believing, ye naght have nife through
His .amo.”—(John xx. 81) From these different
stawements wo learn that the knowledge of God
and of Chrst is eternal hife; that Christ gives us
this knowledge by is words and actions; and that
Ilis history was written that we mnght beliove in
Him as the Son of Gud, and beuneving, have hfe
through His name. A constant and believing
study of Jesus' history sncreases vur love for I,
which 13 the toretaste of eternal hte.

Wo here seo Jesus on the Sabbath day with the
rest of tho people in the aynagogue. A man is
there with a withered hand.  Such a helpless per-

! than in letting it die, is it botter to lot a man die
L'on the Sabbath than to save his life? AN His hear-
" earg knew which was bottor. ‘Phen He healed tho
man.

But, says one, could not Jesus hoal the man
without teling him to do anything? This is not
denied. Wo cannot limit Jesus' powers. But
would it bo a botter way for Jesus to do so than to
heal him in His own way! If it would not, why
object to i1} We think tho man was happy in
obeying Jesus, and thus having an opporcunity to
provo to himself aud show to others his respoct for
Him, and his heartfelt confidence m His power and
goudness,  But suppose tho man waa persuaded by
others to try another action, and he put his hand
behind him, or held it by his side, w nld ho thus
obey Christ! Jesus told him to stretch forth his

!hand. o told him to do a vory simple and plain
thing. The man knew what he was to do and did
it. Heo loved Jesus and obeyed Him in all con-

fidence. Can any one condemn what Jesus told
the man to do} vr condemn the man for doing it?
Jesus sends sslvation to alt men through the gos-
pel; tolls men what they are to do, and waits to
save all that will believe and obey Him. Thoungh
heaven and earth pass away, Bis word never will.
Whén the man heard Jesus’ command he stretched
forth his hand, it was as whole us the other. He
was the happy man, and Jesus the honored healer.
Jesus apoke the word and the man was made whole.
When & man undertakes even a small work it is
only accomplished by planning and labor, and
money and time. Not so with God. If itis to
create a world, *“He speaks and it is dono, Hu com-
mands and it stands fast.” As the Father doeth so
doeth the Son. He healed diseases by His word.
He spoke to the winds and sea and they obeyed
Hiw. Ho said: Thy sins be forgiven thee!—and it
was so; and sll that are in their graves shall hear
s voice and shall come forth unto the truo resur-
rection. Let us be sure that we now hear Him and
believe and obey Him,

The Pharisees could not answer Jesus’ questicns
nor condemn His mighty work, and they went out
and consulted how they might destroy Him.
They hed truth and justice and God against them,
Lut if it came to a vote of the people they would
have ten to one n theirside. The people saw and
admired Jesus' miracles, but they could, by in-
timidation and prejudice, turn them against Him,
and the speediest and best way to put Him to death
is what they now wished to ascertain.

But Jesus krew what the Pharisces intended to
do and withdiew Himself. Why wonld He hide
Himself from the enemies, whom he could so easily
crush with a word? Was he afraid to meet Hie
foes? His hour was not then come, and instead of
working a miracle in self-defence, He quietly dis-
appears to labor in other fields. He would save
others by miracles, but would not save Himself nor
usk His Father for an army of angels to destroy

8o is no favorite m or out of the synagogue. He | His focs and defend Him.  When He retired from
sces Jeans there; Hecannot bead. Mo had heard | the sight and power of His enemies multitudes

of Ilis attentiun to the puor, and of s many cures,
and with mnplonng lavk wonders 1t the **Son of
David” wonld have mercy on him, A sweet smilo
frum the Great Healer wmspires hope. The eager
Pharisces catch these glances as they psss to and
fro, and the indication 18 that He will heal the man,
How can they persuade the people that so good
and gracions and glorious an action is wione?
They can see no other way than to miake 1t a breach
. of the Sabbath. He has no regard for the sacred
day and works agamst the God of lsracl. Their
business requires haste, and n advance they ask
Mm: *ls 1t lawful to heal on the Subbath dayl”
o appeals to their conscierce, and that of alt
presont, whether 1t 18 better to save life or destroy
1t on the Sabbatht 1t even & sheep fali 1o a pre
on the Sabbath, which 13 better, to lut 1t v1e or hft
it outd 1f God 13 moro honored 1n saving a sheep

followed Hun to be cured. He knew how ensily
the chief priest would persuade these multitudes to
| condemn Him, and even plead for the life of a
notable murderer that Jesus might be crucified, yot
He healed them all. Not a fow friends and favor-
ites—He healed them all. His favorites were the
poor and needy, and such as had no helper. The
Son of Man camo to seek and to save that which
was lost. He came not to destroy but to save.
When Jesas ade the lame walk, the deaf hear,
' tho blind reo, Ho chargzed them not té make Him
 known.  Asf He had said to each: **This 18 agife
from me to yourself, let iy be a secres.” His voice
was not heard proclaiming Bis works of love ard
{ power.  When reviled and Hes life eagerly scught
by men, Bo was moving among the mourning, the
sich and dying, with a gontleuess that would not
j break the bruised reed nor guench the smoking

wick, till Hia great work was finishod and a
rizhteonsness was established on the earth suited
to the wants of all its lost millions. In this nar.
rative DMntthew records the fulfillment of what
Isainh predicted in hisforty-sccond chaptor: De-
hold My Servant Whom I have chosen, My Boloved
in Whom My soul is well pleased; I will put My
Spirit upon Him and He shall show light unto the
Gentiles. Ho shall not atrive nor cry; noither
shall any wan hear His voice in the streot. A
bruised reed shall He not breuk, and tho, smokiug
flax shull He not quench till Ho sond forth jndgment
wnto victory; and in His name shall the Gentiles
trust.”

Orviginal Gonteibutions,

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH.

Wo seo tho necessity of the Church from its
groat design. In Eph iii. 10, we learn that the
manifuld wisdom of God is to be made known by
the Church. The wisdom, and knowledge and
power of God must bo wanifested to the world
through tue Church ol Carist. The Church is the
body of Christ; tho fullness or tho completeness of
Him who filloth all in all.  All legislativo power is
in Chriat, who is the head; and ull executive power
is in tho Church, which is His body. We sce by
this that the great work of the world’s salvation
must bo accomplished through thoe Church. The
prayer of Christ vorreborates this fact, His desiro
that all who believe on Him might be one, was be-
cause that this condition of the union of God’s
children would be the means of the world’s sal-
vation. Thisis also seen in His mewmnorable sermon
on the Mount, where He makes known to His
disciples that they aro the light of the world, that
to them is given, not only the keeping of the lizhts
along the shore, but the shining of them. This
duty, to Jot the light shine, is the salient point of
this revelation, snd the epitome of the grand mis-
sion of the Church. Whatever failure there may
be in the conversion of the world, it cannot bo at-
tributed to any inefliciency of the light, but the
failure on the part of the Church to have it shine,
Neither can we say that the seeming failure to
reach the world is because of the indifference of tho
world, as we are assured that His word will nv’
return vuid, but will accomplish that for which it
is sent. It is not enough to pussess the light.
The Church may claim she has the light, which is
the truth, and all the truth and nothivg but the
truth; but if the truth, or light, is not seen, does
not 8o shine that it can be seen, it is of no value
whatever. I may prove beyond a doubt that my
watch is complete in the works and the movement
and that it keeps perfect timo, but if it is without
a dial 8o the time cannot be seon, it is ho good as
a watch. The design of the Church is not in the
possession of the truth, or light, but in the mani-
festation of it. The command of the Saviour to
the man whom He had restored to his right mwind
was, not that he should return to his home and toll
his fumily how well he was, but go home aud
*‘show what the Lord has done for you.” Here is
seen the demand of the age, something that can bo
seen,  The demand that Philip made: *‘Lord, show
us the Father, and it sufliceth us,” is a unive:sal
human cry, Christ was the manifostation of the
Father. He is not here now for the world to seo,
but He has left us this divine light to reproduce in
the world. The Church is to cowplete the wurk
begun in the manifestation of the wisdom and
glory of God.

It is in thie important mission that we see the
weakness and consequent mistake of the light.
Learers, now as in the Saviour's time, about which
His instruction was very emphatic. The tendency
was then as it is now to cover the light, to be satia.




