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The Critics and Their Criticisms
of Pharmacy.

BY PROF. D. M. R CULBREFLL,

Much has been said and written cou-
cerning the relationship of phurmacy and
medicine.  This, wmong the intelligent,
has always been to the eflect that the
two pursuits are closely allied--suflicient-
ly s0, at least, for us to recognize a con-
stant and  fixed  interdependence from
which neither can ever expect to be whol-
ly emancipated.  While this remains asa
fact, so far as the two aets per se are con-
cerned, nevartheless, in these days of
complete unrest-—when private personal
preferment seem in the ascendancy at the
expense  of neighborly considerations—
the individuals practicing these profes.
stons are said to have, one for the other,
a questionable feeling of friendship ; so
that the followers of the healing arts in
its two avenues—the one to the preserib-
or, the other the compounder, may be
considered as inviting an  estrangement,
which in twrn might possibly suggest
little aflinity or as cven them, being
“strangers yet.”

Whenee emanates  this growing  self
dissatisfaction ! So faras T have bueen
able to take in the situation, that portion
of the organic whole characterized as the
preseribers of medicine, or more clegantly,
the physicians, seem to think themselves
to be the aggrieved parties, in consequence
of which they have taken the initative,
and thus have entered upon i eruside
against the already over-oppressed com-
pounder of medictue, or more restrictive-
ly, the pharmucist, and indeed would ap-
parently enjoy seeing him, “Othello like,
his oceupation gone.”

All this is surely to be regretted and
deplored, inasmuch as 1 am convineod
that there exists little ground for the
accusiations claimed in even those cases
where suspicion is apprehended.  Equally
am | confident that the entive trouble is
a pure and simple vesult of a sisappre-
hension or misunderstanding somewhere,

An examination of a few working
forces contributing to this turbulent and
unsetiled condition may not here be out
of place. The physiciaps mainly claim
that there are two tangible questions of
infringement involved—that the pharma-
cist sbrogates the doctor’s usefulness often
by these absorbing methods, and that he
is presumplive in assuming for himself
a suiticient knowledge to exercise other
than his strictly legitimate compounding,.
“ Vengeance is mine,” they say, and
some retalintive measure must be  in-
angurated to ofiset these spurious inno-
vations.

First.  dstocomplaints.—These chiefly
seem to be two: 1. That the druggists do
a great deal of unwavimuted counter pre.
seribing 1 this they do not sanction. 2,
That again the druggists put up too many
renewals, which is dudddudly contiary to
the physicians’ fnterest,

Second, A5 to retalintion~They have
go far but one gigantic scheme, and that

lus been to acertain extent alveady in-
augurated, viz: Thal every physician’s
oflice is to contain or to be converted into
a smadlsized drug store, having all essen-
tial remedies and compound formule in
tablet-triturate or pill form.  Irom these
supplics all oftice demands will be drawn,
and enough material for visiting practice
will be carvied in well-appointed  chests,
50 constructed as to nicely it in the foot
of the carringe. Tt is o well-known fact
that ‘“history repeats itself,” and how
noticeable is that truism portrayed heve !
Why, this is but « return of the custom
of former times, when quackery was so
prevalent, knowledge little desseminated,
and medical science semi-understood. Tt
is now again taken up, from the necessi
ties which the stringent times suggest,
inclining (0 make persons, as well as pro-
fessions more selfish, with aeraving desive
to combine and to do for ond’s self evory
thing.

This custom of ncting in the dual capa.
city of preseriber and compounder has
loug sinee heen condemned by all ranks
and classes, and is now-a-days only sane-
tioned (by the most intelligent physicians)
in places where convenience is an essen-
tinl element.  Thus in rural districts it is
an eflort o seud to a distant town for
medical aid, and then, after the doctor’s
visit, should the farmer have to retrace
his course to the nearest drug store to
have the preseription compounded, great
indeed would be the task and inconven-
iecnce.  Under such conditions  and these
alone ~does humanity scem to indicate
the combination.

This is the method pursued in homwop-
athy, and we all know, from Halmemann
down, there never was created o system,
in auything, so fraught with false concep
tions and so inviting to wholesale decep-
tion, ‘Thev dispense their own medicines,
and thus can administer strong or mild,
deadly or harmless, with no tell-tale pre-
scription on the druggist’s file to give
mute bat  dangerous  evidence  against
their hounesty,

Our school of medicine needs no such
shielding.  Itis public with its investign.
tions—always searching for the “truth
and the whole truth.”  And why at this
progressive age, with w footing far out-
reaching all others, should any digression
be made? No! the doctor cannot afiord
to do without. the druggist as a guard to
his crrors. We are inestimable, conse-
quently our position is impreguable; all
mankind make mistakes, both druggists
aud doctors, for eriare humanwm et
Thus it is the province of the pharmacist
to catch those of the physician, and the
compounder is overlooked by his assistants,
thereby reducing risk to a minimum.
What deaggist is there who has not de-
tected some inaceuracies in written pre-
scriptions  which might bave sent the
patient to an untimely grave? And had
the physician dispensed their own pre-
seriptions, the same serious result would
have, m all probability, followed.

I have within the past few months
visited a number of physicians in our city

who had been induced to adopt this plan
of resurrccted departure.  They have
bought thousands of pills, and with them
have trented their patients, but they tell
me they ave getting tived of it.  They do
much more work, huve greater bother, re.
ceive no more compensation, and are out
the cost of the medicine used. It is,
thevefore, evident that things will aright
themselves if we will only allow a little
time.  Already some physicians have re-
turnced their limited supply, while others
ame not replenishing  their  decreasing
stock.

T.ct us briefly consider the two com-
plaiuts as offered against us by the physi-
cinus, and see if they are not less formid.
able than imagined and totally unworthy
the stand the medieal fraternity is now
trying to assume,

Lirst.  dAs to cownter preseribing.—
Trom personal interviews with many
pharmacists of our own and other cities I
have but the one universal experience,
which is in testimony, that counter pre-
seribing s the exeeption and not the rule.
And there are many common-sense e
sons why such is the case. Thus to en-
umerate a few :

1. Druggists,like other sensible persons,
shrink from giving medicines at haphazard
for complaints the rationale of which
they are entively ignorant. Our watch
word for every act is to be * careful and
cautious,” and why should we incline to
vary from this to such a serious extont as
to treat ailments of which we know
nothing?

2, Most pharmacists have plenty to do
in their own legitimate line —they need
no borrowing from outside avenues to
keep themselves employed.

3. Whenever consulted concerning this
or that complaint, we invariably say, You
had better see yeur physician, but the ve-
joinder frequently follows: Well, give me
a porus plaster, some quinine, antibilions,
blue or compound cathartic pills. I will
try this first. Tividently the druggist is
not to be censured heve ; he has given his
advice, but the party prefers to take
chances, and that ends it. We are in
business to furnish havmless medicines to
the publicindiscriminately, and we even do
this with remarkable cave. A doctor once
fell foul of me for giving a man one dozen
g gr. calomel powders—tald the party T
knew nothing about my business, and that
the powders would kill him. T thought 1
was doing humanity a servicy, us the per-
sont wanted  large dose of calontel and in
the best form, and see what thanks 1 got
for using precaution and judgment. The
trouble was in the man not telling the
doctor the whole truth, and herein lies the
origin of nine-tenths of all such complaints.
Every person wants toshift responsibility
to other shoulders and thusullow criticism
to be placed where it does not Lelong.

4. The druggists get the credit of treat-
ing many cases of venereal diseases, but
such aro always assumed under protest,
and the majority of medicines is put up
from preseriptions borrowed from some
kind friend who has been there before.
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