
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

The Critics and Their CriticIsms
of Pharnacy.

IW PHoF. 1). .i. .Ic . 11lr .

.l mmcii lias beei said aud writteii coi-
cerning tle relatioislii p of pharmilacy aind
Imedicilie. This, : nig he intelligent,
lias always beei to ie elfect, hiat, the
two prIIsuit.s are closely allied-sulicient-
ly so, at least, for ns to recogniize a con-
stanit and fixed interdependce froimi
wiici ieitlier caln ever expet to be wiol-
ly em:mipatel. While this reimiains as a
fact, so far as the t,wo arts per se arc conl-
ecrnemcd, ievertheless, i n these days of
complete unitirest-wien private personal

prefermet seim in the ascendancy at. the
expeise of ieigiiorly considerations-
tiet ilndividials practicing tiese profes.
sions are said to have, one for the other,
a questioniable feeling of frieidshiip ; so
that the followers of tihe icaling arts in
iLs two avenues-tie one to uhe prescrib
er, tie ohliCe the coin mo uider, mIay bu
considered as inivitingiL ai lrangemt,
wiici in turn mm iigh t possibly suggest
little alliiiity or as even themi, beinig
"straigers yet.

W ieice emmiates this growinig self
dissatif:ct.iolm Su far as I lai e fleets
able to take in tie situation, tiat portion
of the organic wIole characte ized as the
>recrc~ifes lf »medicime, oe more elegaitly,
the physiciais, semi to thiik tLemiisclves
to be the aggrieved partie:, in conisequeice
of wichd tiey iave takei the initiative,
and this have Citered ipoi a crusade
aga tinst the already ove.cppressed c<u-
jucmdr <i mmcheine, or lure estrictive-
ly, the pharmî:acist, amid iideed wolid ap.
pareitly enjoy seceing hi m. "Othello like,
lis occupation goine.

AlIl this is surely to be regretted aid
deplored, iniasimicihi as 1 ani conviiiced
tiat, there exists littile groum for tei
accusations claimied in eve those cses
wiere sispicions is apprehieitded. Equîa lly
ams i coniiinitt, (at tile eitire troubloe is
a plire and Simple result of m misappre-
ieision or miudrstanding somiewilere.

AI examimnationt of a fev workiig
forces coitributing to this turbulent, aid
unsettled condition imîay ilot hkere be out,
cf place. Tie physicialis mainly claimi
that there are two tangible questions of
infrinigeiment, ivolved--that. the pharma-
cist abrogates t lie doctor's uisefuliess of ten)
by tliese' absorbi n.g methods, and that lie
is presmiipitive in assuming foi Iimiself
a sihici knowledge to exercise other
thait Iis strictly legitimnate compouidinig.

Vengeaice is mine," tley say, aid
."omle retaliative imeasure iiiust, be in-
aiuguinated to olset tlese spuriois inno-
vatiois.

Firt.q AS s<t complat.-These chiefly
seemi te be two: 1. Tihat the druggists do
a grseat deal of uilwarranited counteri pre-
scribiig : this they do not sanction. 2.
Tiat, agaii the- drgsts put uIp too imanly
renewahs, wi ib duitdely tcti.*ri tu
the physicianis' iiterest.

S'conhA. I t retaclition.-Tiey have
Go far but one gigantic schemne, and thait.

ale beenl te a certain extent, alrceady ini-
mugurated, viz.: That, every physiciai's
ohlice. is to containi oi to be coniverted inito
a simal-sized dug store, laviig ail essei-
tiai reimedies and compounmd formume in
Lablet.triturate o- p ill foml. Froum these
supplies ail oflice demands will be drawn,
and -Iough miaterial for visiting practice
wili be carried in well-appoinited ciests,
so coistructed as to iicely tit in tie foot
of the carriage. It is a well-kiowi fact
that, "hiistory repeats itself," uid low
Ioticeable is that Li-Itism portrayed iere !
Whiiy, tLis is but a returi of the customi
of former timLies, wlen qIackery was so
prevalent, ciowledge little desseminated,
and nedical science semmii-utderstood. It
is now again takei uI, friomi the necessi
ties wiicih the stringeit tiiimes suggest,
iicliiinmg to inake persomis, as Well as pi-.
fessions more selfishi, with I craving desire
to combiue and to dIo jtr ouic's sej every
thingy.

This customi of acting in the dual capa-
city of prescriber and comîpouider lias
long sinmce been coidemnismed by all ranks
and Classes, aid is iow---I.days onily sanle-
tioned (bmy the umost intelligent physiciais)
in places whieîmre coiiveiieice! is ai lssen-
tial elemient. Thus in rural districts it is
ai ell'ort tu seld to a distanmît towi for
imedical aid, aud hen, after tie dotco-'s
visit, sihould the fa-mier have to retrace
lis course to the Iearest drug store to
have lime prescription comipounided, gieat
inideed woull be the task and iicoiveln-
ience. Undcr suii conditions and these
alonme -doces iiuimanity seen to iidicate
Lie combiniation.

This is the mîethod pursuied in hoitieop-
athly, aid wC all knsow, from llanemann
dowm, tier'e iever was created L system,
imi iaytliiig, so frauglht witih faise conicep
tionîs aid so inviting Lo wiolesale decep.
fion. Tihev dispense ticir owi miedicinmes,
and thus cai administer stro-g or mild,
deadly ou hiaruiless, with no tell-tale pre-
scriptioni on Lhe druggist's file to give
mimute but, dalgerous Cvidelice gmaimnst
their honlesty,

Our scihool of medicine ieeds no sucli
siinIiumg. It is public witih its investiga.
ions-always searchingfor the "itruth

and the whole truti." And why at titis
pro,gressive age, wiih a footing far out-

raching all others, should anuy digmssion
be miade? -No! the doctor cannlot alou-d
to do withlout the druggist as a guard to
lis e-rors. We arie inestimable, conse-
quenitly oir position is impregnable ; al
amanlkinld amake mIista-kes, bothi druggists
and doctors, for rrare humaumu est.
Thuîs i. is the province of the piarmacist
to catch those of the physiciai, anid the
compouimder is overlooked by his assistants,
tiereby reducinag risk to a mtinimmitumt.
What druggist is there wio lias not le.-
tected sotte inaccuracies in written pire-
scriptions whlsichî miigit have sent time
patient to ai uiitimmely gravoe And had
the physician dispensed thmeir own pre-
cription, tIei bame ser iou result would

have, In ail probability, followed.
I lave within tue past fiew montls

visited a number of physicians in our city

Who hiad beenl iiduced to adopt this plai
of resurrectcd departure. They liave
bougit thousaids of pills, and witi tleim
have treated their patients, but tiey tell
mIme tIey aie getting tired of it. Tihey do
usmucl more work, have greater bother, re.
ceive ino more compensation, and are out
tLie cost of the medicinle utsed. It is,
therefore, evident that things will arigit
theiselves if we will onlly allow a little
timte. Alrcady somte physicians have re.
turLied their limited supply, while otlers
ai not replenishiiiig itheir decrcasing
stock.

Let us bi-iefly coisider the two colin-
plaints as oilered against us by the physi-
cians, and see if they arc not less formid-
able tian iimamgiiied and totally untwortiy
the stand tie mîedical fraternity is nlow
trying to assuite.

First. As to couter prescriing.-
Fi-omi persoial interviews with iianly
phariimacists of our own and other cities I
have but the omne universal experience,
which is in testilmionty, that coumter pre-
scribingy is the erxceptionî and not the rde.
Aid there are many coimmoin-seise rea-
sons why suicli is the case. Thus to en-
imnerate a few :

1. Druggists,iike oLtheri sensible ptem-sonis,
h rink from gi' ing iimedicinesat Ihapmzard

for comtplaiits the rationale of wihicli
they are eitirely ignorant. Our watci
word for every act is to bo " carefil and
cautious," antd hviy should we iiclinie to
vary from this to sutcl a serious extent as
to treat aiiiemts of whicih we kminw
nlothinîg

2. M est plharmiacists have plenîty to do
in tieir own legitimate linseL -they nced
mnc borrowimg fromt outside aveintes to
keep tlemiselves eIIIpioyed.

3. Wienever consulted conmcerniinmg this
or that complaiit, We invariably say, 7ou
had beter sea ycurphysiciant, but the re-
joinder frequently follows: Ilell, qive me
a puoruse plaster, some quinine, anibilius,

lue or compoud catlharlic pills. I w'ill
try this firs. Evidenmtly tie druggist is
not to be cenmsured bere ; lie las givei lis
advice, but the party prefrs Lto take
chances, and that ends it. WC arc in
busiicss to furnisih harmiIess miedicines to
the public inidiscriiiminately, aid We rvei do
this with remarkable care. A' doctor- once
feil foul of mIme for giving a tm one dozen

gr. calomel powders-ttold the part.y 1
nmiew nothintg about my business, and tiat

the powders would kill hlim. I thought I
was doinig iiumanity a service, as the per-
soit vanted a lai-ge dose of calomel md iii
the best foi-m, and see wlat thamnks I got
for using precaution and judgimtent. The
trouble was in the mai not, telling the
doctor the ichole truth, and ierein lies the
origin of niinetentlis of ail sicl complaints.
Every person wanmts toshif trespoisibility
to other shoulders ad tiusallow crit.icistm
to be placed wiere it does not beloing.

-t. The dr-uggists get the credit of treat.
ing many cases of venereai diseases, but
suih arc always assumied under protest,
and the àmujority of mieicines is put up
from prescriptions borrowed from soute
kind friend vho lins been there before.
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