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is to have a dainty setting. It will bc
printed on la fine deckle-edige paper, with
titit page in red and black, and wilI be
ncatly dressed in white and roani covcus. fi
shouhi maze a vcry acceptable gift lbook for
the holiday time. The poct is somnewhat of

I.a w-ag. 1le utters a huimorous protcstagainst
hîaving his book entered in the l)epartinent
of Agru tuir. 'It proa)abl> accaunts," hc
iwritcsa finend. "for iny last volume bcing
%tyleil , My l.ettuice,' by a shop) girl-and
that to me -If li gcts intotire sarne hands
flic ncw volume runs serious risk cf being
rcfcried to as ' fli Unnamiedl Lcck.'
Suchi re Il tlc calainities of authors, I

A reccnt book of Canadian verse that has
not hid a fraction of the notice it deserves,
but which is commencing to attract a %idcr
attention. is that of the blind poet. Walter
A. Ratchiffe, p)ublished under tht pa.thcticailly
signiticant title IlMarning Sangs in the
Night.- blr. Ratcliffe is a strong social
reformer. but flot of tlîe pcssiînistic kind.
Ili% sangs have a note cf cheer, and tht>'
bave strcngtb and beauty as well. *rhe
author is at przasent talcang a course in the
Instituite for the Illind lit Brantford. '«c

4 co:nmencl bis volume as one well wartb add-
ing ta the corner bookshelf.-

Rcv. W. WV. «alker, who publisliel last
ycar a pheasant littie volume af Muskoka

rrcminiscences entitled Il B>' Narthern
Y Lake," basin the press of Wilihham Briggs

* a volume with the cutzing title of ~Sabre
* Thnusts at Fret Tbhought."

Rev. l)r. Dewart. who. for many ycars,
as editor of Trhe Christian Guardian, exer-
ciseci a %vide influence and wha won and

t stili enjoys a high reputation as a vigarous
and incisive wrjter. and a forceful exponient
of thecolagical thougbt, is baving published
by William Blriggs a serics cf papers, con-
tributed originallv by request af tbe editor te
Tie \Ncw York Chiristian Advocatc. which
will in book formi bc entitied Il Othtines of
Christian Doctrnne."

Aseventh edition af Dr. MWitbrow's
popular stor>' "lThe King's '.eIssenger, or

lie awrence Temnple's P'robation," is in tht
r press of W~illiani 11riggs.

FjFIfl 51STII%* E5EI'<>RTý, OF IMOK..

Ilow the new tariff on bocks is warking
nia> bic scen to some e,.tent in the returfs
for the rive months endgng Oct. 31Est. The

t amended tariff wcnt into force about the
end of lblay. 1897. 50 we have taken the re-
tdrns beginning June isi. I)uàing the five
nîonthis for wbich the official returfs arc
issucil the imports are slightly higher than
during tht saine period cf 1896. Tht in-

1% ctease is flot large, being about $2,0oo.
4, october shows a considerable advance over

he saint ionth of 1896. mare than $ro.-

ooa. indicating that wvith, revivîng trade and

improvcd business wc ma>' look during
Nov.ember and December for quite an im-
provement iii tht bock trade. Tbc amaunit
of dut>' shows a substantial decrease, as will
be scen from the figures givcn in detail as
folOWs

tItroftrI or PSKI; fiera CANACIA.

June ... $5.6*' 460M'Xq 21134:.347
jiily .... 4K.028 (,.,) ? 10.127 43.83

Scgncuîîber . 9530 96.06: 276< 3.920
Octoier.... 28.,G~, 6.0 z~49

NOMELEIS IN CARDES.

Tht usual number of navelties in Christ.
mas cards and booklets have bec» put on
tht miarket this seasan. Tht cahars arc
always ont cil the chief features, and this
)-ear tht>' are especially striking. Uîîcolared
cards art also in evidence, and arc having
a large sale. Ont vtry fint card of this
class is tht "Nathan"I photo card, handled
b>' the Robert Miller Co.. cf Maontreal. Tht>'
are in ail styles, ont cf (lit most attractive
being a st:ampcd wvhite card %vith a perforatcd
bardcr baving a landscape or picture in
black and whitc. inucl like an engraving.
The words, -A Mcerry Christmias." or some
other greeting of the scasan, arc in raised
letters. It is aver'fine card, and is a relief
afier tht varied colors of the last few sea-
sans.

EitiTORItC I)AYS 0OF CANADJA.

Gilbert Parker writes te one of tht ladies
whose taste and enterprise h.ave given us
the -- Uistoric Day. " calendar : "-1 arn as
imipressed as delighted with - listoric Days.*
Surely this is patriatic work and artistic
achievemient. It seems to me that ycu and
your collaborateur are making ail Canadians
and all Blritish people your debtors b>' such
pictîiresque and admirable presentation of
historic days in the best country in the
warld-the most clean.living. law-abiding,
physically heahthy and least nerve-racked
comimunit' and people of modern times.
lit is samething te be stalwart and righteous
cf purpose. even if poor and struggling.
But we mauna be prood, for the Laird kens
us weel, an' we hae our fauts tee."

At tlîis time of year children corne in for
a good deal cf thought and attention, especi-
ail>' ycung chi)dren who still are flrm in theïr
belief in Santa Claus. And for these littît
people nursery books have always been in
favar. and properly se, combining. as they
do, pleasure and instruction. Tht styles
this year differ but little frein previeus years,
the chief point being that tht cut.out designs
are in much favor, that is, the shape cf tht
picture is in part the shape cf tht card. Tht
Robert Miller Ca., Montreal. have a full

stock of thesc books and aIl nhildren's
books, and among them are somne cf the
fincst sten In yeairs.

TIIF COI', CLAIK CO., LlSIITI).

Not cnly Is the holiday list cf these pub-
lishers large and attractive, but a notable
feature with mny> cf the books Is tht antis.
tic bindings In designs, iettering and clers.
Spccial mention niay bc made cf " «Daricl"-
in buff linen with black and geMd de.sign , ef
"In Kedar's Tents" with its red-browvn
buckram; cf-" This Little WVorld" in art
blue with embosscd design and red letter-
ing. Tire bindings are very higb class,
work, and on another occasion wc shall rtfer
more fuhi>' te them.

Jolin Oliver H-obbes' new book, "lA
Schooh fer Saints," is ready this week in
clath and paper, si.2 5 and 75C.

A Canadian copyright edition of Parker's
"When Valmond Caime te P>ontiac." in

paper, 75C., is cOming eut. lit will bce cm-
bellished witb a new portrait cf Mr. Parker
expressl>' engraved for this work. Tht cloth
edition, 1t.25. will have a special Canadian
design in a cambmnation of maple Icaf, and
wvili be bound in green buckrain.

Another ncwv volume cf Canadian copy'-
rights is Stockton's "lGreat Stone of Sar-
dis." in paper and cloth. IlSpanishjohn,"
b>' Wm. iNcLennan, cf Montreal, is also
bting get eut in similar editians.

An exciting and intertsting star>' is pro-
mised in IlThe lride cf jtnnico," b>'
Agnes and Egerton Castle. Those who
have seen it say that it surpasses "Tht
Prisoner cf Zenda." Egerton Castle is
knewn as the author cf "Tht Ught cf
Scarthy'- which had a great mun in seme
parts ef Canada.

Tire Cepp, Clark Ca. have been given
tht Canadian miarket by Longmans & Co.
for the Andrew Lang fairy books. one cf
which is notictd in.anather colunin. These
are lavel>' books.

Tht success of Fred. Whishaw as a writer
cf Russian stories is well known. The latest
is IIA Tsar's Gratitude;" cleth si. 25 and
Paper 75c. in the Colonial Librar>'.

A nice Christmas preserit is IlCorleone,"
Marion Crawford's new book, in new
volumes, in a neat case. "1St. Ives" is
seiling exceedingly well in Canada; the
paper edition has a portrait of tht auther ao%
the title page. Mirs. Il. M. C-roker's hast
novel is Il eyond tht e " and is a good
star>' cf Irish hife. Tht flrrn are tht sole
agents in Canada for tht colonial editions cf
--Tht Land cf the Leal," b>' David Lyalh.
a bock that has been ver>' successful here.

An illustratcd edition in paper, al 5-
cf 1Barrie's "Sentimental Tommy." is a
bean te admirers cf this writer. A sixpenny


