THE CRITIC.

but whon thoy evincs a tondency to dictate as they find ocea-
sion, they are overstepping reasonab’: bounds, und become con-
surable. These remarks are introductory toa subject of interost
to property owners thronghout Canada, viz., the ¢ist of Fire
Insurance. The protection sgninst losses by fire ufforded by
tho policies of a solvent Fire Insurance Conipany has becoine a
necensity to the merchant, the ranufacturer, und the house-
bolder. and the outlay to securo thus protection forms so impor-
tant an item in their yearly expenditure, that any action which
has the effect of incrensing the cost of msurance is proportion
ately of moment to them. Unul Iately, Canadinn business,
with the exception of one r two cities, which maintained tariff
organizations, wus conducted on the principle of open compe-
tition. The presence of von-tariff companies had the effect of
keeping these rates down ;
risks similar in nature being covered by thesams compauy, those
in the tariff-imposed city, paying a bigher rate, than those in the

town that di’ not enjuy the supervision of a tariffassociation. ' The « white folks ™ hesitated a little, prubably fearing to in-

It seewms that steps arc now being taken by the companies repre-
sented in Canada to extend over the whole country, beginning
with the Province of Ontario, 2 new tarilf, the object of
which is to prevent or restrain competition umongst Insursnce
Companies, aud so in effect increase the cost of Insurance.
Theé® movement referred to is in the shape of a ** Minimmum
Tariff.” Cumpauics adhering to which are bound not to aceept
risks as clussiied below certnin named rates. . An organization
of this kind once perfected will not scruple to go further end
increase from time to time the scale aud scope of this
¢ Minimwm Tariff,” as there is nothing to restrain such action
but the consciences of the companies. We say there is nothing
to restrain them, because, it is understood that all, save the

|
|
l
!
|
|
|
I
|

there being”frequetit instances of -

.

Mutual(s) und one woraring company, huveagreed to join this

Insurance Umon. It will bn mteresting to note the progress of
this Union, which if carriddout to its logical conelusion, sims
at nothing less than a monopoly of Fire Insurance in Cunada.

Since the above was in type, we learn that * The wavering
Cowpany ” has given its adhesion to the majority, and that
matters are.maturing for the realization of ** The Minimum
Tariff " move.—Eb.

SCRAPS OF MODERN HISTORY.

Seaator Mornll, of New Hampshire, in 2 speech de-
livered in the United States Senate 1y 1820, said : « You ex-
cluded not only your soldiers of color from their constitu.
tional rights, but robbed them of the patents of iand you had
given them. They fought your battles. they defended
your country, they preserved your privileges, but have lost
their own. \VWhat did you say to them on their enhistment?
*‘We will give you a monthly compensation, and, at tre end
ot the war, one hundred and sixty acres of land, on which
you may settle, and by culuvating the soil spend your de-
chning years 1n peace, and 1n the enjoyment of those immu.
mties lor which you have fought and bled.” Now, str, you

. suud to suffer, 1s learnedly described as FHemipleyia ,

restrict them,and will not allow them to enjoy the frnt of their .

iabor. \Where 1s the pubhic faith > Did théy suppose, with
a patent in their hands, declaring their title to land in Mis.
sours, with the scal of the nation, and the president’s signa-
ture affixed thercto, 1t would be said to them, by any author-
1ty, * you shall not possess the premises ?* and yet this must
follow if « colored men are not citizens.””

* The Hon. Tnstram Burgess, of Rhode Island, in a
speech in Congress, 1n January, 1828, said : ** At the com-
mencement of the war, Rhode Island had a large number of
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slaves. A regiment of them was enlisted into the conti-

nental service, and no braver men mct the enemy in battle.”

“ Guvernor Eustis, of Massachusetts, in his sp ech
against slavery m Missours, in 1820, b ire this testimeny to
the bravery of the colored soldiers . « The blacks formed an
entire regiment, and they discharged then duty widh zeal
and fidelity. The gallant defence of Red Bank, New Jer
sty, 1h which the Black Regiment bure a part, is among the
pruufs of their valur,” A descendant of Ham, named Cris-
pus Attucks, was advertised 1 the Boston Gasette of Nov. 20,
1750, as ** a runaway nigger.,” History does not inform us
whether ** the patriarch " who advertised him sacceeded in
catching hime Probably nut.  But on the sth of March,
1770, the tunaway proved that he was no qoward, Captain
Preston, wath a budy of British suldiers, undertook to re-
press symptoms of revolution then manitest in a crowd of
Bostomans at Duck Square, and ncar the Custom House,

augutate hostihities with the 1auther country.  Attucks, see-

. g the need of a leader placed humself at the head of the
+ ctowd. and urged them to drive the red coats from the

streets.  He rushed forward. shouting, “Come on! Den't
be afraid! We'll drive these red-coats vut of Boston!™ Two
bullets pierced his breast,and the black man fell, the first
martyr i the struggle for the fieedum of the United States
of America. Neomonument marhs the sput where the body
of this cuuragecus man hes, simply because he was * a nig-
ger.”  Ancffor. was recently made, * in the Legislature’of
Massachusetts, to erect a monumeat to him, but it tailed.
Had his epidemis been of the surt commonly known as
- flesh color,” a magnificent monument would have com-
memorated his brave deed.  * Who did sia, this man or his
patents, that he was born with yellowish brown skin ?"

* This varrative was published in 1864.

INSTRUCTIVE SUFFERING.

There hes 1 the Toronto Hospital at the time of writing
this narrative & man of twenty-five years uf age, little less help-
less thaan the bed he lies on ; the disorder under which he 18
thé young
mun was first smzed with paralysis at Port Perry, at theage of
twensy-two, and he has subsequently had two ot.het‘ geizures ;
be hay been an inwate of the hospital since Noveraber ‘81 ; the
little money he possessed-on entering, was exhausted by the
time he had been there three months, and one of the con-
sequenges of his lack of funds has heen thattho tender mercies
of the Superintendont found expression every other do.v in such
remarks, stc., as the following : —** This is not a pour-house ;'
*du you know how much we get for you 2—seven cents a day.”
We will leave the Superintendent to harmonize such utterances
with sentences which nre embluzoned on a drawing we observ-
ed in a corndor leading to this suffsrer’s ward; one of these
conveys in Latin the sontiment—'*1 learn to succour the
miserable™; another quotes the familiar passage—'* I was sick
and ye visited ine,” and a third which consists of tho Latin
words for ** science, diligence, and uprightness,” rominds us,
that *¢ words are given us to deceive.” e have attachel the
superscription ** tnstructive suffering” to this narrative, becaunse
we regard it as calculated to instruct in several ways—1st.
With regard to the ignorance of the sufferer; 2nd. With re-
spect to thut of his father; 8rd. With regard to that of his
dootors. It would be past belief, had we not daily proof of the




