
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

suion-hence the naine pithiatisrn (peitho to persuade) invented for
it by Babinski-yet it may become the most difficuit, distorting, deform-
ing, intraetable and permanent condition, as may he appreciated when
it is known that one in seven of soldiers invalided froin the army was
discharged through it, and further when it is known to be one of the
standing difficulties of the pensions ministry.

Hlysteria, or rather the hysterias, are better described than defined;
they show theinselves primarily in a lack of self-control, there is a morbid
sel f-conseiousness, and there is either a dcflciency, an exaggeration, or a
pervertion of sensation, motion, of the special senses, of the vase-motor
systein and of the mind--each or aIl o! thein may be disturbed. In
regard te, sensation there may be hyperoesthesia or anoestehesia; hyper-
algesia (increased pain) or analgesia (painlea areas), there msy b.
dimness o! the vision and contraction of the field; deafness, mutism and
aphonia. In regard to, motion there is tonie spasm or con trac tures-tae
latter being diffleuit te cure--paralysis, tremor or convulsions, and aiso
vaso-motor changes, the hand (especially if previously ijired) may
Kwell, the circulation is impeded and the lînib becomnes bline and cold
(aerocyanosis), and there may be fainting, choking, hallucinationl, aud
trance-like catalepsy.

Hysteria only occurs in the temperamentally emotional, viz., in
those soldiers who were easilY open te suggestibility-70 per cent. of thesie
<Wolfsohn) had a neuropathie tendency or famlly history, and it is
essentially a disease marked by a "dissociation" o! eonsciousness. Char.
cot described it as a disease of simulation. Janet, his pupil, regarded it
as a weakening of the normal mental synthesis through some overwheliu-
iag eau-se or continuons stress resulting in a "splitting off" of certain
factors from the Mmnd; a system. of ideas or <'complexes" (whieh are a
g,.iup of ideas) break away, as it were, from the personality, earrying
with it certain sensory or moter symptoms. It may be an idea only,
but whether it ia an arm or a leg or a feeling o! fear, anger, or diagust,
it is a distinct area, se te speak, o! the personality, and the dissociation
is reeted in the part "splitoiff" as well as in the Mind which bas lost it.

Freud, another pupil o! Charcot, gives as the psyeholegical explan-
ation of hysteria, the principle of mental confiict which occurs when the
mind and body are exhausted and weakened through fatigue; reprefflion
the takes place, snd iu the. procesa of some of the "floating» nervous

enryi the. higiier mental processes attaches itseif te a senseless feri,
whieh then becomes an obsession, or it la eonverted iute a motor inuhibi-
tin with loss of power over the arm or leg, or both; hence the terni

eonersonhysteria, because~ t dissoeiated elemeut la thns "cnverted.»
it may aWs b. "eonverted" into, sensory loss, no feeling being eliuited on


