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vasaed of laie years for donations. Those able to give have already
miade large contributions. They would flot be very easily convinced
ilhat thiere was any present need for a new hospital.

Grant for the sake of argument that the government could flot be
eonvinced of the need for another publie hospital in Toronto, the new
instituition would bc regarded as a private airi. It would, howeveri,,
be called( upon to take out a license, and mwould have to pay taxes on
its assessassble value.

TJhe wliole question appears to be very visionary, and inipractie-
ableShul the doetors decide to go on with any snob an 4-niterprise,
tliey will have long years of an uph1l struggle in very inadequatiie
accornodation. In the meantime, the liospitals that are now i existence
wiIl be receiving the donations of the wealthy, and gathering round
them the sympathy of the influential, because thiey are meet1ing the needa
of the public and affording the medical profession thie accommnodation
they require.

THE GERM 0F INFAN\'TILE P'ARALYSISý.
Dr, Simon Flexner, of the Roekefeller institutie, of New York,

announced before thie Medical Socîet' of Johuns Llopkins Ilospital,
Baltimore, on the evening of l4th 'Mari-o, that the germn of infantîie
paralysis had been discovered and cuit ivatcd, The mnedical gathering
greeted this statement with inarked cnthiusiasni. It is worthy of note
that Dr. Thomas Cullen, a former Toronto graduate, oecupied the

Dr. F'lexner stated that thc organisîn is one of the smallest yet
known, and is found in the spinal, cord ini wavy chains. He( went on
to say that lie had not heen able to establish that thec infection is con-
veyed by nxeans of thie stable fly. He would not state thiat thiis was not
go but that lie had flot been able Wo conflrm the stateient mnade b)yv
Dr. Roseneau to this cifect. Rc had eausved rnonkey s thiat wulrc Hn-
teeted 'with the discase to be bitten by varions insets, and in tturn
had these bite healthy monkeys, but had not imnparted the disease ini
this way.

This discovery wilI likely lead te a complete knowledge o! th~e
habits of the organism and how il is convcyed Wo those who are flot

ifce.It may be the meanq aise of discovering preventive meansurca.
Now that the germ lias been isolated and eultivated, there is every

réqnto hope that a serumi of active powers shail be elaborated.
Aiready inucl splendid work lias been donc along tiis fine, but a serum
,)f the-rapeutie value lia$s( eto W e found.

Wlit Dr. Plexnier lias already aecomplished in the treairnent of
ýe~rerspinal ieningitis is wlknoýwn and every« one wNill wishj that lie
qjaa-y meet with even greir suess in the caso of îinfantile aavi


