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tion in the lknown -world, and the resit is that smnallpox is almost
vanished from, the empire. In 1899 with a population of 54,000,-
000 there were only twý,enty-eight deathis, and these nearly ail came
in from. an adjoining country.

If we consider the duty of the true phiysician is to stand by al
measures that tend to promote health and prevent disease there
should be some way of punishing tiiose doctors who encourage the
laity in their foolishness in combating the laws -%vhich are intended
for their o-wn best interests. Sucli action is certainly reprehien-
sibie, and it is hard to believe physicians, of any school could be
guilty of talking such "utter nonsense" as wvas attributed to thern
at one cf their anti-vaccination meetings. It is higrhly probable
that Dr. Councilman's great discovery of the germ. that cau.ses
smnalpox wvill assist us ir, a short time to a better understanding of
the rationaio of vaccination.

Two years ago the then President, Dr. McR,,innon, referred to
the great and often serious delay there Nvas ini gaini-ng admission tc>
our asyinms for cases of acute mania, particularly with those at
a distance. This need neyer occur at present time wvith our long-
distance telephone facilities if our physicians are oniy careful
enougli to snpply sufficient; information. In ail our asylums thie
superintendents are anxious to take iu and look after this céiss of
cases, and if appiying physîcians -%vill but send full particulars set-
ting forth the urgency of the case complete papers for admission
will be sent on at once. Asylum authorities, as a mile, seud the
history or application paper to fil up first, end then if the case i5
a suitabie one and they can stili make room the patient is admittedl.
A great many seniie cases are sent into asylurns -vhich could be
looked -dter ail right ini their own home.

It is a matter of deep regret that so mauy insane people are
sent to gaol without first making application to our asylums to sec
if such cainnot be adiuitted at once. In the past year, of ail tiiç.
insane that have been sent into Toronto gaol (and there has been
a large number), iu onîy four cases -%vas Toronto asyium asked to
admit the patient previous to arrest, and in ail of these cases (with
one exception, due to overcrowding), although wve sent the coin-
plete, set of papers ixmnediately on application, an arrest wvas
made before the papers reached themn -wheu there -%vas really no
uecessity for this precipitancy. Our physicians have a large
measure of responsibility in this niatter, aud they should try and
prevent any case of fisanity being sent to the gaol uuless there is
absolutely no room for themi in the asyluins, as ig sometimes the
case. A change also shouid hc made in the iaw so that two medi-
cal certificates should transfer a patient fromn gaol to the asylum., as
it does from. outside. In this way prompt action could be taken
as .against the complex procedure which. at preseut exists. We are
glait to note that the Provincial SeCretary, Hon. J. R1. Stratton, has


