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“This is a form of mental alienation which has so much
the look of vice or crime that many persons regard it as an
unfounded medical invention. Much indignation tlherefore
has been stirred up where- it has been pleaded to shelter a
.supposed criminal from the penal consequences of his
offences ; and judges have repeatedly denounced it from
the bench as ‘a most dangerous medical doctrine’ ‘a dan-
gerous innovation’ which in the interest of society should
be reprobated. The doctrine has no doubt been sometimes
used improperly to shelter an atrocious criminal, but of the
actual existence of such a form of disease no one who has
made a practical study of insanity entertains a doubt.”
“ Notwithstanding prejudices to the contrary, there is a
disorder of mmd in which, without illusion, delusion, or
hﬁ.”LICxll'ithH the symptoms are mainly exhibited in a per-

version of those mental facultics, which are usually called
the active and moral powers, the feclings, affections, propen-
sities, temper, habits, and conduct. The affective life of
the individual is profoundly dezanaed and his derangement
shows itself in what he feels, desires, and does. He has no
capacity 'of ‘true moral fecling, all his impulses and desires,
to which he yields without check, are egoistic’; his conduct
appears to be governed by immoral motives. which are
obeyed mthout any evident de51re to resist them. Thereis
an, amazing moral msensxblhty The mtellxgence is often
acite enough ‘being not affected otherwise than in béing
tamted by :thé morbid feelm gs under the influence of which

the persons think and act. Indeed they cften dispiay “an
e\traordmary in genuxty in explaining e\{cusmg, or justifying
their behaviour, e\f\crgelatmg this, arid i igrioring that, and so
(:olourmﬂr the whole a5 to make themselves appear the vie-
tlms of 1n1srepresentat10n and persecutlon Thelr mental

:5,

“and Grxfat1ﬁcatxon of their selfish- desn'es.”
Every medical superintendent of Lunatic géjlhms' sees
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